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The Vision of the Law Enforcement Division is to ensure that
Georgiabs natur al wed®rourpresensanavi | |
future generations.

The Mission of the Law Enforcement Division is to conserve our
natural resources and to protect the people we serve. We maintain
public support through fair and vigorous law enforcement, quality
education, and community involvement. We commit ourselves tur
Vision and Mission by practicing our core beliefs, which are trust,
fairness,and professionalism.

Headquarters

The Georgia Department of Natural Resources, Law Enforcement Division, currently has 200
POSTcertified Game Wardens with statewide authority and full arrest powers and -3%voaom

staff members. The primary duties of these Game Wardens are enforcenadintanfs and
regulations pertaining to hunting, fishing, commercial fishing, environmental violations, and
recreational boating, as well as to provide public safety on all our-EoviRolled properties.

The Law Enforcement Division operates with a stralgi@ chain of command. It consists of the
Colonel, Lt. Colonel, two Majors, eight Captains (6 Region Supervisors, 1 Training Director, 1
Pilot), six Lieutenants (database management, special perniitgcayidlife and wild animals,
boating law administrator and administrative support, investigations, and 2 pilots), and 182 field
Game Wardens (Sergeants, Corporals, Game Wardens First Class, and Game Wardens).




Vehicles & Equipment

During FY2024 and FY2025, the Law Enforcement Division acquired new vehicles and
equipment, utilizing funding from various sources, to enhance officer safety and to improve the
effectiveness and efficiency of the Division.

a. Chevrolet Z71 pickups with new graphics and lightbars, and with Southern
Linc/Harris Radios installed. The radio system provides seamless radio
communication statewide for all officers.

. OD green field uniforms were issued to all sworn personnel.

. Aimpoint Optics were installed on all pistols and rifles for department owned
firearms.

. Vortex optics, KGM suppressors, and a Cerakote finish were added to all Special
Operations Group rifles.

. Automated External Defibrillators (AED) were issued to all sworn personnel.

Two new Remote Operated Vessels (ROV) were acquired for search and recovery
operations and for evidence searches on bodies of water.

. Two Skydio drones were acquired for search and rescue operations and manhunts

. Seven Starlink Satellite Internet Systems, one for each region and one for HQ, were
acquired to provide portable, higipeed internet service for field operations,
particularly in low cell service areas.

Upgraded CADs have been issued to game wardens statewide.
The Division acquired a Live Scdmgerprint system for new hire background
checks and GCIC security & compliance.

. Aviation - FLIR integration to one aircraft; new paint scheme on all aircraft;
upgrades to SAR program with Vacuum Spine Board and standardized equipment
baggage; Axnis communication equipment for rescues; new pilot helmets to replace
aging equipment.

Training - Defensive Tactics training equipment; Use of Force scenario training
equipment; quick detach systems for training holsters.

Ranger Hotline

The Ranger Hotline program, which provides a way for citizens to report anonymously potentiall
illegal wildlife and other conservation law violations, continues to be successful. If the information
leads to an arrest, the tipster receives a cash rewadiduby theGeorgia Natural Resource
Foundation whose mission is to protect wildlife by increasing public support for wildlife law
enforcementln FY25,the Division has partnered with thieint Regs Appto provide an easy, free,

and effective way for citizens to report illegal hunting and fishing activities. It streamlines the
reporting process by providing an interactive form where users can submit violations with just 3
few taps on their mobile devices computers.



http://georgianrf.org/
http://georgianrf.org/

OTHER SPECIAL LAW ENFORCEMENT ISSUES
JEA Patrols
The Joint Enforcement Agreement #24 between Georgia DNR and NOAA office of Law

Enforcement called for GADNR enforcement personnel to provide a total of 1279 hours of marine
law enforcement or related work under the agreement. Georgia has 5 Executiote$riori
Execution Priority 1 was Endangered Species Act. There werenadzhours and 107 hours of
at-sea vessel patrol hours dedicated to this priority. These patrols were checking Shrimp Trawlers;
for TED and net compliance. Execution Priority 2 was dedccad Magnusoistevens Fishery
Conservation and Management Act. There wererB@Ad hours and 114 hours ofssda vessel
patrols dedicated to priority 2. These patrols were to check Red Snapper compliance and any othqr
violation dealing with Snapper/Groupamd HMS speciesExecution Priority 3 was the National
Marine Sanctuaries Act. There were 482an hours and 54 hours ofsda vessel patrols dedicated
to Priority 3. Execution Priority 4 was Marine Mammal Right Whale. There weren8hours
and 66 hots of atsea vessel patrolg.hese patrols were during the months of November to March
and were specifically targeting Right Whale enforcement. Execution Priority 5 was Lacey
Act/International (IUU). There were 130 personnel hours dedicated to IUU emienceThese
patrols were assisting NOAA Enforcement Officers with inspection of containers at the Georgia
Ports. Vessel patrol hours targeted the following areas: 1) shrimp trawlers checking for TED
compliance, 2) intercepts of recreational and commetfisiaing
vessels returning to Georgia seaports from fishing trips in federal
waters, 3) offshore patrols to Special Management Zones and
Grayo6s Reef Nati onal Marine Shnoc
fishing vessels wherever they occur in the Exclusive Ecanom
Zone adjacent to the State of Georgia, and 5) intercepts of
recreational fishing vessels for Red Snapper compliance. During
this time, Georgia DNR detected 6 federal violations during these
patrols and federal referrals were sent to NOAA Office of Law
Enforcement for prosecution.

Public Affairs
Media Relations and Public Outreach

News releases, radio and TV interviews, and social media pesesthe primary information
channelsfothest art of the boating and hunting®"seafor
Holiday weekend to promote safe boating and swimming safety and to educate citizens on boatin

laws and how they are appliedidditionally, rews releases, | & E presentations and speeches to
various civic groups, and regular news media interviews and interaction were utilized throughout

the year to disseminate informatito the publion t he Di vi si onds huntijng
enforcement efforts, and awards and recognitions received by game wardens

Social Media

LED manages a Facebook pagigh over90,000page #fALiIi keso (peopl e o]
page) . Many of LEDG6s Facebook posts have i R
through their friends w0000, fahdiodcasionally,sene araalpave h &
500,000. The Division also has énstagram account with ov8r0Q followers, anda YouTube

Channel with multife safetyrelated videoshathas overl , 400subscribers.



Previous Game Warders of the Year
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Region 1i Acworth

Region One consist of the northwestern partj o
Lake West Point, through Atl anta and then fqo
|l ocated at Red Top Mount ai naiSnt aGaes ePyar ko mens Uiak
Supervisor and was recently appoi iyedrt o ett lejr s
of DNR and is from Murray County. Sergeant ] De
promoted to hiobeposiOuroAdmnnOstrati ve Assi st a
Rollins fills the Adminis’raokRée Abei Reghon|l o
siFmxonth renovation project. Now the Regionjl
staff.

There are three maQme Craagserrwsoilrask ei,n WRed i dProfi n
Lake. ORe@s o®ni x rivers, 13 state parks and i
one public fishing Area and t he 1@hia 80t0e0b 8 0 a jjd e
expands over 6 counties in our region. Thel r
Below is just a smal/l portion of the ©reel lffen
over thé past year

The AMountain Work Sectiono of Region | C ¢
Pickens, and Whitfield Counties. 1T GWcTr aowi fas
Shraderi,CpGi.l nkearl em BQp &g wrGoE IdmairGeN RMuarnr aryh o rjla s
Fort Mt. BSEW/HWMutragRa ycRkueM5, Hay s WhiictkfieGw/Il, ®avi d

Wri geburrently deteched ,t haen dDNsRu plenrwei sstoirg atgitvfe .
section covers a vast ar gaopcefr th etsh asst avted | o0 vgse
Nati onal Forest Lands. Wil dlife Managemen A
Cartecay Tract, Cohutta, Coosawattee, Cartef 0:
VPA. Wardensealt sonpatmailnthedy of water, CRhrt
smal |l er i mpoundment s, rivers, and creeks. St
Fort Mt ., Chief Vann House, Ghlhenw BWahdéa, Hansd] R
a recent addition to the work section. 'He gf act
and successfully completed the field trainigng
Counlthye work section hosted the North Ameri ¢an
( NAWEOA) Officer Exchange in 2025. NAWEOA kel
United States and work in the state i f theilfr



Sgt . Ben Beetlestone from British Col umbi C
Beetl estone worked with sections in Region
Headquarters as

< ! 4 &“,.‘\\

Mul tiple investigations have occurred throujgh
and GW Ryan Thomas were called to invest:i qt e
another property that | ed t ohuln% ivnigo Iwa ttihoonust Jfopne
hunting with no |Iicense, tagging violati ons],

GW Hunter Rush had an amazing tur Is{qn
counti es. GW Rush caught a group ¢ at S
turkey in Murray County. GW Rush LS s
illegal lrykehwsntamdg cdaunf i scated a : :

The work section throughub the year attends career days at local schools.
Travis Shrader and Cpl. Shawn Elmore spoke about the Game Warden |
Westwood Elementary School.

Victim recovered from Jadkse RbDVYE&r sEatisnwigahb

numerous search and rescues this year. Thr qe
WMA. One was a | ost hunter who was succesfull
Anot her search a&ed mescee deddr ech wwo campgr s
ot her requring DNR aviation extraction. Lagqtl
Jack River Fall ds substained a broken | eg pr

bexteracted by DNR avaition.



Allatoona Section

During the first week of tur lQeyi Axed ot oCdlo.qat
area on private property where a turkey hadf b
Al l atoona Lake work secti ofnorWaride nisetegaav ejha
there was no success |l ocating a hunter i t h
camera. The Wardens were able to identify o}
to be a conviclt"ednkeebbdbnt heénhMayes4s was issufed
Wardens Tayl or Bingham and Westin Rabon h L
May'"6 Captain Casey Jones, Sgt . Byron Young, C
Martinez, and Ryan Thomas served an arrest Jan
The males were charged with hunti bgi witboet]jmp
was charged with possession of a firearm by] a
with possession of met hamphet ami ne. Duringl]t|
evidence of several goohdlpastthat had been Jki

t o'b eGante5 Warden Amy King located a bai tfjed
Bowen. The following day Game War densj Ki
ssbow in the blind. The male was fBaund] t
e arrest warrant. The hunter was <chargles
bait, hunting without big game and hunft.i
ession of methamphetamine).

g'f'stGame Wardens Cpl. Tyler Lewis {te
ain State Park. The Wardens | ocated twp s
After further investigation, iplerachbablije]l
ances and drug paraphernali a. The indfyvi

nsported to the Bartow County Jail

anta Section

Atl anta Work Section consists of Game AT
ss Joe Ballard, Corporal Zack Hardy, Gam}
ck Hoyt. The section cover sl di wligt, o nan dD oHlagrl
nties. Over the past year, the secti h a
estones. Sgt . Eric Brown has recently i
Ball ard and GWFC Trayl orWahawen d&dvasrnc el atss |[tpho
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Shorter and GWFC Trayl or have compl eted
Ball ard has completed Drone Operator Train
NWTF Award and Cpl . Hoyt was recognized for

e section has been very dedicated to fi
e past year of ficers have worked nine
ucation events, 220 State PaAkpa&tisaolos.i c
om state property enforcement patrol s
ntacts for illegal ATV use and al cohol
osed WMA, a DUI
unds of marijuana on Tall apoosa VPAnoamd
R habitual viol ator. Ot her notable actiwv
| egalequioumerbtaidcdadses, 57 hunting without
6 baited dove fields (3 apprehended, 3
stigation on two Coweta Countay cshu lwjae atag].
phones and soci al media profiles. The
i without permissionsd, hunting over

We s t Point E@keKeSaht Waddel | 6s Wor k Section:
Townsend, GW Mason Miller, CPL Austin Biggers,
Courtney Moore

The West Point Lake section includes the counties of Meriwether, Troup, Heard, Pike, Fayette
Spalding, Henry, and Clayton. Game Wardens assigned to this unit patrol West Point Lake, as we
as portions of the Chattahoochee and Flint Rivers. -Stateed poperties within the area include
three Wildlife Management Aredsloe Kurz WMA, Sprewell Bluff WMA, and West Point
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WMAZG along with the Little White House Historic Sit€ourtney Moore began her career as a
Game Warden assigned to Fayette County, joining the section.

Game Wardens in this section remain committed to their mission, recording a total of 1222 case
and warnings. These included 19 Boating Under the Influence (BUI) or BUI Child Endangerment
charges, 39 Hunting Without Permission violations, and 80 Huntingr ®Gait citations or
warnings. Additionally, section members served as POST instructors on 184 occasions,
investigated 8 boating incidents, and responded to 5 drownings.

Spalding County: Game Warden Bo Townsend executed a search warrant at a residence in
Spal ding County, Il ncluding a warrant for t hje
in nine arrest warrants for various offenses, including two counts of holding gamesanithalit
a permit, four counts dfeepingwild animals without a permit, unlawful burning of egregious
litter, possession of a prescription drug outside its original container, and felony possession of 3
Schedule Il controlled substancéhe operation w& a collaborative effort involving Game
Wardens, the Game Wardens Undercover Unit, the Georgia Bureau of Investigation (GBI),

- Spalding County Animal Control, and the Spalding County Sheriff's

Office.

2.l Pi ke cClsamey War den Mas on Mi | rfe c
1individual hunting deer out g as
~ |season. Through a thorough i g ¢
evidence to obtain a h
l ed to the discovery of a buck that had n
charged with hunting deer out of season. Wper
harvest his target bupdkr berdiory tho shbmtotihter |[ha

Roc ky MoPuFrAtCapiors aS éRa tvieo n

Sgt . Ben Cunninghamés work section consi stl|s
Counti es. State and FedersilGlticamdfainn tCheywal ISt
Sl oppy Floyd State Park, Arrowhead WMA, Berfry
WMA , Otting Tract WMA , CPraukfdomd) Fiogecnh A,
Ri ver TWMAat Mt n WMA, Zahnd WMA, Rocky Mtn PJA,
| and.

On Nove@GWeAn@rew Crider investigated hunft i
hunter fell from a portable climbingWhkitlaemd] b
investigating the hunting incident, it was |[de
wit htohpet oper | i censes. The hunt eOn wWhasrtcl@W a2r9g § d
AndrCrw der i nvestigated twei tteankefpanharsewt gdo
t he ohfelNorth Carolina Game Wardens, both i nji\
without Om I|AigdawWAnd.rGrw Maal det ai l I n Fl oyd nt
coordinates ramattiporcp ee tWarrkdiénogsl oyd County B g é
turkey Dblinds. GW Faul knor ,wa&a&aW |Ro btear slomnc a taeajda
fiventers for hunting turkeys over bait.
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On January 26, GW I ssac
detail in Floyd County
assistance of other game ’
hunting after hours, ant oOoe.
without alsft@ad®r alnddlhunti ng w

On April 1, GWetssaedRoOoObDépsmadti otnhd rloanc ka dn g6 hL

on the Cabeat Raveubject acagtecHiimdg drad®Rbatbalisradysa

was albdeate t héseubrjdeecktl acat ed sever al bucket d i

whiteThassubject waoverr edhteedrfeed beimnegv enf | wh

fi.9h April 29, GW | ssac Roberson set wup i S
along with an undercovienguover tled
of white bass from the Coosa Rivlr.
being over the daily creel l'imit Jof
<= over the |imit. A total of one hdnd
subject malsl yaddh arigpedd éot hobshi ngj wi
fishing |license.

OMpr iGW &yFlaeaul knor respandedd gtgdoragnt ii d l eigrall We
Counfthy ee subjects were cairmgreaslpdsanagchdagedrwe
st atrecheol ogi st befomawatdinggytael igianigh etg hivei t hout w
per mi OaMNowe mb&W RONMeConkey responded to a cal
being shot from the r & aieénves tCihgattiomrmg awaso und gp |
was charged with hunadpghobngi gmamerdmoa Vv e&Hic
per mi ssi on, hunting without a big game | icelhs
reporting and recording requirements for bl g
restraint violation for ald omwideg dowmvtemae | ref) aid
passenger window of the suspectods truck.

8 On October 31, Cpl . Chad Cox set upfa
Pol k Couaffyedti €Ekent i n Cedartown. Hu
. shooting at ghost targeOs BHodembeti §g
Chad Cox assisted with the Outdoor B ¢
Carterdés Lake. Sever al of talme kRwrt P ec
enjoyed the stories told while huntigng



Region 2- Gainesville

Region 2 consists of 26 counties supervised by Captain Derek Dikacti runs from the

Northeast Georgia Mountains down through Lakes Lanier and Hartwell to below Newton County
and over to the Elbert Lincoln County linEhe region isnade up of five work sections led by

Field Sergeants Bart Hendrix, Cody Jones, Jason Roberson, Brooks Varnell and Tim Vickery.
TheRegion Office is operated by Administrative Sergeant Dan Schay, Administrative Assistant
3 Brenda Tanner and Administrative Assistant Tasha Lamb.

S

Region 2 Game Wardens: left rear to right front: Cpl. Jared Wo@&lkdge, Cpl. Stetson Stevens, GWFC Noah Osborne, Sgt.
Dan Schay, Cpl. Ethan Franklin, Cpl. Ryan Locke, GWFC Adam Kimbrough, GWFC Matt Kiracofe, GWFC Joseph Cowart,
GWFC Jackson Erwin, CpMatt Johnson, Sgt. Bart Hendrix, Sgt. Jason Roberson, Sgt. Cody Jones, GWFC Mark Stephens,
GWFC Taylor Leazer, GWFC Jeffery Turner, Cpl. Brandon Pierce, GWFC TR Dooley, GWFC Jason Harrison, GWFC Phillip
Nelson, GWFC Chase Fleming, Cpl. Jonathan Seganst. Ceerek Dillard, Cpl. Kevin Goss, Sgt. Brooks Varne®Kaz, Sgt.

Tim Vickery Office Staff: left to right: Brenda Tanner, Tasha Lamb.

Northeast Mountain Section

The Northeast MountaiBectionof Region 2s comprised o¥White, Habersham, Rabun,

Stephens, and Franklin CountieBhe work section has been full of turnover during the past

year. Corpaal Anne Wiley and Corporal Joe Hill each retired. Corporal Jonathan Segars
transferred into the section, Sgt. Cody Jones transferred out of the section, Sgt. Jason Roberson
promoted into the section, and Game Warden Chase Fleming transferred intc¢itine Bee

section has continued to be very busy and has warnlegtrous search and rescaessions at

Tallulah Gorge State Park. Game Warden First Class Matt Kiraeofes the department as a
Tactical Flight Officer Along with the entire DNR Aviatioteam he has been instrumental in
successfully rescuinfive injured parties andecovering two deceased individuals from the

Gorge floor.




Sgt. Jason Robersonods
right: GWFC SpencdPalmer, GWFC
® Chase Fleming, GWFC Jackson Erwin,
g Cpl. Jonathan Segars,
¥ GWFC T.R. Dooley, Sgt. Jason Roberson.
(GWFC Matt Kiracofe nopictured)

Stephens County

GameWardenFirst Class TRDooley assisted Stephens County with the response to Winter Storm
Cora. During his response to the storrap@WardenDooley discovered an elderly man who had
fallen outside and had been lying on the ground for several hours. Wlerated the man, it had
gotten dark, and the temperature was dropping below freezing for the ragme\\@GrdenDooley

was able to get the large man up off the ground and into his truck with the heater running. Heg
called an ambulance, and the man was transptotdte hospital to receive medical carant
WardenDooley was nominated for the NAWEA lifesaving award because of his actions during
this incident.

Rabun County

In September, Game Wardens Jeffery Turner and Spencer Palmer were able to identify a suspe
who was illegally digging Ginseng on U.S. Forest Service property, earlier that day. The suspec
was chargeavith harvesting Ginsengithout permissionand the Ginseng was seized.

ST A2

The Northwest Mountain Section of Region 2 consists of Fannin, Dawson, Lumpkin, Towns, and
Union Counties. This work section is responsible for Lake Blue Ridge, Lake Nottely, and Lake
Chatuge. It contains 4 State Parks/Historic Sites, 7 WMAS, and apptekimn3a25,000 acres of

the Chattahoochee National Forest. In addition to the daily Game Warden responsibilities, the
also serve the department with several POST instructors, (2 Defensive Tactics instructors, 2 Tasq
instructors, a Use of Force instructan, EVOC instructor, an ATV EVOC instructor, and a Water
Survival instructor. This section also is comprised of 2 Field Training Officers, a radio tech, a K9
officer, 2 SOG team members, a recruiter, and 2 Honor Guard members.




Sgt. Cody Jonesb6s wor K
Sgt. Cody Jones, GW 2 Will Gilstrap, Cpl.

Matt Johnson, GWFC 2 Jeffery Turner,

GWFC 2 Savannah Miller, Cpl. Jared

Wood, K9 Judge.

In late September, these Game Wardens responded and spent 340 hours assisting with the
Hurricane Helene efforts.

This January, Cpl. Matt Johnson started working an investigation that included executing 4 searc
warrants, seizing 7 buck deer, -6i2dbendedryi B
documenting 63 wildlife violations, and issuing 39 arrest warrdisse violations consisted of
multiple counts of Hunting without a License, Hunting without Big Game License, Harvest
Recordtakingover the season limit, and Theft by taking wildlife.

On April 7", Game Warden Will Gilstrap took out 23 arrest warrants for 2 suspects. The
investigation stemmed from a night hunting stop in November in Hall County. The violations
included multiple counts of Huntifgom a Public Road, Huntinigom a Motor Vehicle, Hunting
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Deer at Night, Thetby Taking Wildlife, Hunting Without a License, Hunting Without a Big Game
License, and Failure to Record Harvest on the 2 suspects.

Sgt. Bart Hendrix work section: left to right: Sgt.
¢ Bart Hendrix, Cpl. Ryan Locke, Cpl. Kevin Goss,
' GW Jackson Jones, GWFC Adam Kimbrough.

There were some significant changes in the work section over the past year. Corporal Jonatha
Segars, Game Warden Chase Fleming, and Game Warden Will Gilstrap transferred to be at g
closer to their home counties. Currently, Game Warden Jackson Jones VGaden Adam
Kimbrough, Corporal Kevin Goss, Corporal Ryan Locke, and Sergeant Bart Hendrix patrol Lake
Lanier, Banks, Forsyth, Hall, and Jackson counties.

Game Warden Jackson Jones completed the Georgia POST Academy and the GA DNR Ga
Warden Academy. He received the Wildlife Identification Award during the academy for his
academic performance during the tweek longwildlife program He is currently assigned to

Hall County and worked in the field training program with CPL Kevin Goss. During this reporting
period, GW Jones hit the ground running apprehending four persons for boating under the
influence. He has shown an eagerness aonlend will continue tdhrive in this fasipaced
environment. He has been a welcomed addition to the work section.

Game Warden Adam Kimbrough was selected as the 2025 Georgia Torch Award recipient and th
Southeast Regional Torch Award recipient for the NAWEOA. Whether he is on the water stopping
boats or in the field checking fishing or hunting licenses, GW Kimbrgoglinues to be a leader

in the section. GW Kimbrough has spent his entire career working in the Lanier section and is
currently assigned to Banks County.

Corporal Kevin Goss has spent most his career around Lake Lanier. This past year he transferrgp
back to the Lanier section in February. It has been a great help having a veteran and experiencqd
officer assigned to the area. CPL Goss volunteered and tatble oale as Field Training Officer

for GW Jackson Jones. He also completed the instructor training for the NASBLA Inland Boat
Operatorés Course. CPL Goss is currently as
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Corporal Ryan Locke has spent his entire career on Lake Lanier. Having only served the Divisio
for nine years now, he brings a wealth of knowledge to section when it comes to detecting hunting
violations, investigations of all matters, and boating unkerirfluence detection. He continues

to share his knowledge and expertise with all those he works with daily.

Most of the activity in this section continues to be boating enforcement as the officers assigned
here raked in over 1600 hours of boating safety enforcement checking approximately 1000 vessel
resulting in 66 cases for boating under the influence duhisgréporting period. This section
continues to lead the state with boating under the influence cases. These officers have beconje
efficient at the detection and apprehension of impaired boat operators. They were able to shar
their collective knowledge wht cadets and veteran officers this past season. The Lanier Section
hosted officers from across the state to participate in boating safety patrols on Lanier. This prove(
to be beneficial to the cadets and allowed them a chance to experience the busretidaitate.

These counties also provide a tremendous amount hunting activity as well. This past year ther
was an increase in night deer hunting complaints in the area. The officers worked over 500 hour
of night deer hunting patrols. Their efforts resulted in 18viddals being charged with hunting

deer at night. Each member of the work section apprehended an individual or group of hunters i
the act of night deer hunting. The most noteworthy cases involved one group of poachers being
sought for two years, anotherogp has been the subject of investigations for three years, and
another investigation, led by CPL Jonathan Segars, resulted in-arbigh national case being
closed with over 300 violations.

Lake Hart wel | Wor k Section

Sergeant Tim Vickeryods work section coversj H
Oconee Counti es, as wel |l as Lake Hartwell AN C
section are Hart County WMA, 5 tr dotes ANMAp r]ins
Madi son County and Lower Broad River WMA i E
property around both | akes. Members of thi w
Hart wel | Boating Safety), F302r pPohrialll iBpr aNedl osno JiP i (
GWFC2 Mark Stephens (Clarke/ Oconee), J
Osborne (El bert) Coampdradgt Shhinm \baakerry.reti rjjed

Lake Hartwel FR:Wo r&WFS3 cMaif okn
Stephens, GWFC Noah Osbgqrn
Pierce, GWFC Joseph Cowdgrt
Frankl!l i n, GWFC Phillip el
Vickery



El bert County

On Novedmb20238, the Elbert

Noah Osborne in reference

report of that vehicle shini

vehicle admitted to anrhd nhhandg a |

the back seat. The suspect was

Osborne had prior complaints a

ni ght for several viol ationd.on

i nvest i gsautsipoenc,t tahdemi tted to ki I&

season without hunting | icens

hunting pawr mhssiton. The subject

GWFC2 Osborne with hunting deer at night,
hunting without a |icense, hunting without
possession of firearm by #Bahcoonghcthd telbonhy
violations and operating an unregistered

i nvestigation.

# Hart County

On Oct bbex02248, GWFC2 Pierce, Wi
i Noah Osbor newe eskn diemdv eas ttiwgoat i on
& 16, 2024. A tot al of ei ght Vi
s i nvestigation, and two buck ra
{ sus@t. The violations consisted

without wearing fluorescent

On DecefmMbe23t] sever al members of the work

detail with the South Carolina DNR where bo

both sides of Lake Hartwell by vedsaelaifionr egi
i n sever al cases and warnings
Carolina and Georgia DNR for wat

Of ficer Sean Proner with SCDNR a
water f owl hunters on Lake Hartwe

Oagl ethorpe County

On Oct bbe202#4, GWFC2 Joseph Cowart receiveld
without permission on a property in

hunting with his daughter i n a box stand
compl ainant observed an i ndividual with an
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the direction of the complainant] a

ndi vi dual Il n an orange vest at] t

suspect stood owpgplsanda dergandirr geren
where he had come fro

dual to stop running, at j wit
Pwuspdaect driurercitn @ ni.n Ban hoi njli v
further demands. Both ifnd
i ndividual was charged |t

~ Sgt. BrookseValriedet: 1t ovomrikg ff t :

GWFC Jason Harrison, Cpl .} S
% Bl ake Chafin, (ShNdt [Birotokrsg d/:
~ TaylLea)zer




Region 3- Thomson

‘ 2 S .20 "_-.rak TN :
Back CadetJonl LumIey,Sgt Rlcky Bolei—}W Cory BohannorGW Hunter Carson Cpl DaV|d

Fisher, GW Erin Paulk, Sgt Tim Butler, Cpl Lamar Burns, Cpl Taylor Bingham, Cpl Levi
Thompson, GW Sterling Gibsdfront: GW Austin Smith, GW Kyle Kervin, Sgt Jeff Billips, Sgt
Mike Wilcox Cpl Westin Rabon, Cpl Keith Padegt Travis Sweat, GW ElizabettoBks, Cpl
Saxon Campbell, GW Ashley Compton, Sgt Matth@ght. Not pictured:GW KevinHurley,

GW Ryan Buice, Cpl Jason Bennett, GW Clay Baker, GWFweman, GW Chason Brogdon,
GW Thomas Ledford, Cpl Quintin Reed, Cpli&kirRedmond

LAW ENFORCEMENT
DIVISION REGION OFFICE

Promotions and Personnel Changes

Region 1l welcomed &. Mike Wilcox to
AdministrativeSergeantCpl. Jeff Billips was promoted

to SergeantGW L e v i Thompson was pr
Cor piom aCol u@pi a Oavid Fishdr
to PeaCph .CoSaxon Campbell at
t o Col un@WF@2 @mntin Reed promoted to

Corporal in Richmond & GWFC 1 Skyler Redmond

promoted to Corporal in Burke C&EWF C2 L ama
Burns promoteada Bo.WGW2 IGteor al

' fromGame WaArcdharElyi:z Bb etork s

Cabt. Sam O'Neal, Rainee I%sr
Elizabeth Bentley, Sgt Mike Wilcox

assigned ttd i €hahd dasperE Co, A
assigned t o Bal Hwinmh el ak@arfSio
assigned oAl enpnf €Eompt on §ss
Morgan Cpl B/ BedigtP.ayhehamn dHa rfjwe
Sgt . Bobby Ti mmer man retirgd.
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Awards

Cpl . Levi Thompson received the Region | H L
Year Award. GW Thomas Ledford received : R
Awaandd was aadsost BeéeTodrdh .AplaasdBennetwaspeleetadt

asthe state Rocky Wainwright Waterfowl Awarecipient

Region |11 wa's’Arhroueel tSE AtFANVA ii‘y;'.,»d .
hosted by the Georgi a Depa':ﬂj*? PO al
AugusWaf.roGn the region assipg. ifin g
transportation, and seGWCOtE % & F chnf
Bohannon was the Georgia r el )

Hunting and Fishing Activity

The aftermath of Hurricane H
numerous cleanup crews fro a
t hose crews gai MeCo rtyh eB oahtatngprotr
and Sgt. Matt Garthright o @)
responded to a complaint of] s
back of a hotelMs. obdpowedr nijvwma
deer amwr6sd in the hotel pafrk
al so six deer carcaamrakd educre e
at the reaGWsiomt ¢ethei dwe el fi vlp i
> from Mississippi that were n
%d GWswor kedheni nvas#digasied all
Hwumt i mg Deemaak®PnNbilgnhg , fRroad ,jJa




Cpl. Keith Pageand GW Kevin Hurley were watching a baite(
duck swamp in Crawford Cao identify how many hunters wer¢
hunting the swamp. While trying to identify the number of hunte,
the hunterodés duck dog, name |
ducksandbrought them to @/ Hurley one at a timeTwo hunters §
were cited for hunting waterfowl over bait. Good boy, Cowboy!

On JanuaogG\W5s5St e

Gi bson was on ]

Hancock Co. He

coming from across county
‘"was abl e to |armrcdaettee rtmh en eh u rhtee rpso
b« hunting was baited with corn.
b overafmaakti ng over the | imit of

On November 18 2024, a Wildlife
Technician contacted Cpl. Jason Ben

was determined that the bear had at leff

two cubs with her. Cpl. Bennett called Cy#s

Keith PageandK9 Camo to coméo assist F

Camo located 3 spent shotgun hulls

were buckshot. Camo also located two"

more blood pools that appeared to be Kill sites. Bennett toolahdblood samples from all Kill
sitesandhad UGA serd off for testing. The results indicated that there were 3 different bears
killed, and one bear was a foster cub relocated from north Georgia. Utiliepagbysecurity
footage, Cpl. Bennett was able to identify all the vehicles that were on the WMA at the time the
bear was killed. After conducting several interviews with different individuals, the suspect who
killed the bears confessehd Bennett was able to identify the weapon used. The hunter was
charged with killing a bear out of seasmmdhunting withillegal ammo during small game dates

on a WMA. All finesand restitution fines involved in this case will total over $30,000. The
investigation took almost two months to complete.




'/ & While on patrol in Twiggs Cdor duck hunting activityGW Wes
‘& Freeman encountered a group of duck hunters on a private pond.
1 Upon inspection, he discovered that the group had taken 28 ducks
over the legal bag limit. Individuals were charged with taking over
the bag limitandhunting without a license. A total of 7 citations
were issued. The ducks were donated to a local veteran support

group.

¥ On Dec 3rd, 2024, Sgt. Ricky Boles was notified by a landowner
. about an individual that had possibly killed three bucks in Putnam
Co. GV Clay BakerandSgt. Boles gathered information concerning
the i1individual 6s deer @andtaxdermist. Gfsrnotioed multipleo ¢ a |
di screpancies with t0On®eckt GV BaketandSyt.Bsles tverdnd e s t
interviewed the individual about the bucks that he had harvested during the year. While
interviewing the individual, he stated that he had only killed two bucks thisapedhat he had
another buck at the taxidermist that was roadkill. After interviewing with the individWés,went
back to gather more evidence about the three bucks that had been killed. Of' Bgt. Boles
received a call from the individual stating that he wanted to talk about the bucks that he had
harvested this year. The individual admitted to killing two eight pointer bucks in archery season
anda fourteen pointer buck in early Dec. The individual was charged with taking over the limit of
antlered deeandmultiple harvest log violations. The 1&43ch fourteen pointer buck was seized
as evidence.

B Whil e pat
4 Gl ascaok
28" 2025 (O
of turkey '
Jef f Bi
earl vy i
Billips
t hat fir
{hunter harvested
. investigation the
seeds. Sgt. Billips
game owedobhi $cated

I
n

On March 29, 2025, Cpl. David Fisher, Cpl. Keith
Pageand GW Ryan Buice were patrolling Upson Clor turkey hunting activity where baited
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areas had been previously locatéllVs located five subjects hunting the baited areas. Two of the
subjects had killed a gobblerV utilized K-9 (Kamo) to locate a kill site, shotgun shaitid
waddinganddetermined that the subjects were hunting adjacent property without permission from
the landowner. Citations were issued for hunting big game over bait (turkey), unlawful enticement
of gameandhunting without landowner permission. The illegally harvested turkey was seized as
evidence.

Cpl. Saxon Campbelind GW Thomas Ledford investigated a
illegal Indian artifact digging complaint in Columbia Qust off the
Savannah River. The subjects were accessing the site byGWat.

third night; two subjects were seen entering the site under the c§
of darknessGWs utilized night vision googles to navigate the riv,
andidled several miles downriver to not alert the diggers of tigs
approach. Both diggers were arrested for digging artifacts witlg
landowner permission

In the Community

[ Thompson i s hlghly

devel opeanidmpdteimegnt af dth

'l Lake. The sbgatwiumdrn e
rmation regarding the

k secti onati ntshiand tl yad bodudmtel sje a
il Lake.

Cpl . Lev
year , he
® Cl ar ks H
f with inf
ankhi s wo
Clar ks H

i
o
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On September 27, 2024, Hurricane Hel ene ent

1 Hurricane, | eaving behi ndanidir eteo d@Wsalg ed end t§ir u
area suffered

i mpact area. power

out . GWs assistedaawi

debris removal. On Wh

responded t o a 911

Management Ar ea wher e

seriously injured when

took over three hours

On Jukez2i]

Ri cky Bol]

Tayl or Bi ng

Westin Ra

Sterlingan Seiope

GW CIl ay [@meen (B

participated oiShet hef dMor @aamhi Ce

Camp. DNR had a full d a yg rdaeddei

St udeaetnites Morgan County EIl ement

duties of a Game Warden, how

archaenldgat i ng rules. Lt. Sam Mi

came out to teach the kids

turlkegmal | game hunting was

event to inform the students
of Georgia provides.

Il n May of 2025 Sgt ‘
Redmam@WKyl e Kervin ’
the Hunting for a Cu B
Gun CIWslassiGsted ki d:
shoot shot guns and arf
handling of firear ms




Region 41 Metter

Left to right: front row:Cpl. Jack ThainSgt. Morty Wood, Sgt. Patrick Gibbs, Cpl. K.P. Boatrigb¥V James Nobles, GW Cody Woody, GW
Ben Hawkins, GW Bobby SandeSecond Row: Capt. Bob Lynn, GW Evan Nobles, Cpl. Luke Rabun, GW Dylan B¥dy)ylan Bennett,
Cpl. Cameron Dyal, GW Allison Dean, GW Matt Ubbink, Sgt. Shaymus McN8elgk Row:GW Dalton Ridgdill, GW Connor Moorggt.
Chris Moore, Cpl. Jordan Crawford, Cpl. Rodney Hog, Kevin Joyce

Region |V AThe M@anacobueties irRiegCoastal Blains af Georgid consists

of mainly farmlandstands of planted pine treasd hardwood bottoms that feed the slow

moving large rivers of southeast Geordiae Region IV Game Wardens patrol over 121,000
acres of public land that includes twetfitye state properties that are operated by the Department
of Natural Resources, multiple VPA properties #melpublic dove fields oBepartment of
Correctiongpropertiean Tattnall County. RegmlV Game Wardens also patrol the many miles
of public waters that make up the mighty Altamaha and Savannah Rivers and their tributaries.

Personnel

Metter Office Staff

The Metter office personnel Administrative
Assistant 3April Thrift, and Admin Support 1
Christina Colquitt




Field Staff
Sergeant Shay musColoerdl doedn\C@awsfor6§oeporallaak mhairwith K-9
Smoke andGW Matthew Ubbink

Sergeant Chris Mooées s eCorporalCameron DyalGWFC Bobby Sandensith K-9
Creed GW Dylan BennettGW James Nobles

SergeanP at r i c kecti@n: GoppoéraRodney HorngCorporal Rbert Stilwell, GW Connor
Moon, GW Evan NoblesGW Benayah wking GW Allison Dean

Sergeant Mor t yorpdmlodké RabwsCGorpdral Ko BoatrightGW Dylan
Brady, GW Dalton Ridgdill

Personnel Changes

Promotions
GWFCJack Thairwas promoted to Corporal

Region IV welcomed new Wardens from th&9th Game Warden Academy to the Region
1 James Noble®Montgomery County
Transfers Out

1 Game Warden Jonathan Jeffries transferred to Region 5
1 Game Warden Cody Woody transferred to Region 5
Region Personnel Award

1 GW Benayah HawkinState Boating Safety Game Warden of the Year
GW Benayah Hawkins Region 4 Tor8lward Game Warden of the Year
GW Evan Nobles the Region 4 Investiga Game Warden of the Year
GW Dylan Bennettvas Region 4 Game Warden of the Year
Corporal Cameron Dyal nominated f®ocky Wainright Waterfowl Award
Corporal Jordan Crawfondtas Region 4 NWTF Game Warden of the Year

Responding tothe needs of the peoplduring Hurricane Helene

On September26, 2025, HurricaneHelene
brought devastating damage to many
communitiedocatedwithin the area thaRegion
VI serves Sgt. Patrick Gibbs and GW Dyla
Bennettis picturedhere respondintp the needs
of families affectedby flood watersalong the
OhoopeeRiver in Tattnall County




Community Involvement

Game Wardens in our region dagjoodiob fogering relationshipwith people we servé&sW
Dylan Bennett ispicture here after completingnd I&E program with a group of youn
students from the Apimg CountyPrimarySchool. The second photo is Cpl. Cameron
participating in theannuali Sh op wi tptograen atGAMalmart in Baxye Ga. This
policepublic encounter has been successfiluilding relationships with local youth.

Assisting Local Law Enforcement

Sgt. McNeely,Cpl. Crawford, Cpl. Thain an&-9
Smokeassistedocal law enforcemenwith an active
shooter in Screven Count®ne suspect was arres
at the scene of the incident. On thext day GW
Ubbink and Cpl. Thain along with -B Smoke
returned to the scerandsearcledfor evidenceThe
K-9 team wassuccessful in locating several ite
including multiple guns, one of which was
murderweapon.

On January 5,2025, GW Matthew Ubbink, ang
GWEFC Jack Thain received a call about a baited ¢
shoot in Emanuel County. Wardens went to

complaint location, found the hunters, and chec
their ducks and licenses. GWFC Thain use®

Smoke to track thérpondhUpo

reaching the pond, cracked corn was found on the
and in the water. All seven subjects were charge
hunting ducks over bait and wardens confiscateq
wood ducks.




On January 25, 2025, CplLuke Rabun, GWFC Dyla
Brady, and GW Dalton Ridgdill weren a general patro
seeking out possible waterfowl hunting activity. Wihiil@n

area on the Coffee/lrwin County line they encountere
group ofwaterfowl hunters While checking the huntefsr

licensecompliance and ba@imits, they also checked th
pond for any illegal attractants. After a thorough
investigation of theareathe game wardens found the po
to be baited with cornAll hunters received citations fg
huntingwaterfowl over b.

On November 29th, 2024 & Dylan Bennett and @l.
CameronDyal, received a phone cabout a possiblg
afterhourswaterfowlhuntoff Red Oak Rdin Appling
County. Dyal arrivedat the complaintarea first and
searchedor the hunters He noticedsomefreshtracks
going intoanagriculture fieldthat led to a small beavg
swamp.Utilizing his night vision, Dyal was successf
in locaing the hunters After a brief investigationtwo

subjectswere charged withhunting waterfowl afte
hours and over theag limit. The officers seized 1
wood ducks and turned them over to charitak
institution.

Hunting Violations

On October 18, 2025, GW Matthew Ubbink, responded
hunting without permission call in Emanuel County.
complainant/landowner was able to provide GW Ubbink
vital information surrounding the incideimicluding a license
plate associated with the vehicle observed by the compla
leaving the scene. GW Ubbink used the plates to identi
owner of the vehicle and contacted him by phone. After a
conversation it was determine that the vehicle was lzingn
by the owner 0 snteviewed the@Wer,lhtdih
confessed to driving the truck while his friend shot the
from the road. Botlsubjectswere charged with hunting bi
game from a public road and hunting big game from a m
vehicle.




On October 30, 2024, Game Warden Ben Hawkins

conducting a night deer hunting patmi the east side o
Laurens County when he observedvahicle shine a
spotlight out of the driver side windowHawkins

immediately conducted a traffic gtoand identified the
driver of thevehiclewho was in possessiaf a loaded rifle
and a spotlight. After further investigation it wasso

discovered that the individupgbssesse(in the bed of the
truck) the head from a sigoint whitetail deer thathe had
killed earlierin the night.The individual was charged wit
hunting deer at nighunting big game from a public roa¢
andhunting from a motor vehicle.

On October 15th, 2024, Game Warden First Class

Nobles was notified of an illegally killed bear in Bleckls
County. Corporal Stillwell and GWFC Nobles searched
property and located the dead bear that had imesedand
dumped. After searching further, thwtial kill site was
located which was baited with corn. The landowner of
property was interviewed, and 2 suspects were identi

The suspects were interviewed and charged for taking al
out of season, baiting bears, hunting without a dage
license, and concealment of illegally taken wildlife.

On March 31, 2025, Cpluke Rabun received a compla
aboutnonresident huntetaking over the daily limit o
turkeys. CplRabun investigad the matteand found tha
the hunter illegally harvested two turkeys in one da
Coffee County. The hunter did not poss#ssrequired
|l icenses, and the hunter
using his own tags. Violations were addressed for hu
license violations, reporting and recording requireme
concealment of illegally taken wildlife, and takiager the
daily bag limit.




State Properties

On December 2, 2024, Cpl. Luke Rab
responded to a burglary at Flat Tub W
Campground where several items, includi
a rifle, were stolen. On December 10,
observeda vehicle matching the suspec
and conducted a traffic stop, recoveri
some stolen property. The suspect
charged with multiple felonies, includin
burglary, firearm theft, possession of
controlled substance, and several ot
related offenses.

Fishing Violations

In June of 2025GW Dylan Bennett
and GW Bobby Sanderswere
checking fishermen along th
Altamaha River in Toombs Count
The game wardenencountered twg

individualsutilizing a cast et in state
waters.After a brief investigatiorit
was determined they wetargeting
game fistboth subjectsvere citedor
the violations and the fish were
turned over to a chigable institution




Region 51 Albany

R A T Al N S e AT 4 A A P GG ARV e Y RN AN
L to R: Quinn Fogle, Tony Cox, Drew Beverly, Greg Wade &uff, Raul Malagon, Tyler McKay,
Dean Gibson, Eric White, Johnathan Jefferies, Tab Jones, Scott Carroll, Jim Atchley, Drew
Weathersby, Steve Thomas, Hunter Bowman, Zack Miller, Jeremy Bolen,sT&utey, Eric
Isom, k9 BO, Jesse Harrison, Tanner Rundle, Alex Chambers, Seth May, Clint Martin

The Region V Law Enforcement Division is comprised of thote counties in the southwest
portion of the state with the headquarters located in Albany. Within the region there are seve
large reservoirs, two major rivers, a multitude of smaller streagisteen wildlife management
areas, two Public Fishing Areas, nine State Parks, Eufaula National Wildlife Refuge, and Ft. Moor¢
Military Base.

Currently, the region has twersgven POST certified Game Wardens, with twéivty assigned

field duties, and Captain Al Greer and Sergeant Quinn Fogle assigned administrative
responsibilities. We will also be welcoming three new game wardens to tloa @gte they
complete the academy, Joshua Bankston, Gabriel Hill, and Terry Mann.

The Regiondés 31 counties are divided into 5

The Lake Blackshear Works Section

Sergeant Clint Martinods
counties and all but one of the counties boarders eithe
Flint River or Lake Blackshear in Region 5. The count_
in the work section are Crisp, Dooly, Macon, Sumt

owned properties Flint River WMA, Montezuma Blufi
WMA, Cordele Fish Hatchery, and Georgia Veters : )
State Park. "

The current work section consists of Sgt. Clint Mart/o

. L to R Cpl. Jesse Harrison, Alex
Cpl. Jesse Harrison, Game Warden Tanner Rundle Chambers, Tanner Rundle and Sgt. Clint
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Game Warden Alex Chambers. Corporal Jesse Harrison is assigned to Crisp County, Gam
Warden Tanner Rundle is assigned to Sumter County and Game Warden Alex Chambers i
assigned to Macon County. In February Cpl. Blake Chafin lateraled to Gwinnett Cothmsy.
makeup of the section has both rural and urban aspects contained within it. With the population
intertwined with rural farmland and large timber tracts, the work section spent 697 hours working
citizen complaints and investigations this year. Tha@ecsued 491 total citations and warnings
enforcing the laws, while protecting the citizens and wildlife of this state. The section worked two

boating incidents and one drowning on the Flint River. Some violations of note were 45 hunting
over bait case®22 hunting without permission cases, 11 hunting deer at night cases, 8 hunting out
of season cases and 5 boating under the influence cases.

| Cpl. Jesse Harrison investigated a hunting deer out of season
complaint in Macon County. After securing search warrants
a total of 3 subjects were charged in the investigation with a
total of 33 charges which ranged from hunting out of season,
hunting deerat night, hunting without permission and
hunting with a silencer. The fines resulted in a total of
$15,750 and one of the subjeqtd
suspended for 5 years. The seized Ruger 450 Legend rife,
suppressor and 2 Pulsar thermal ssopere all turned over
to the Department.

Lake Seminole Work Section

Sgt Coxd6s Work Section includes Decatur, Sq mi
Game Wardens in this work unit patrol Lake Seminole, Flint River, Chattahoochee River,
~ Ochlocknee River, Spring Creek, and Tired Creek
Reservoir. There are multiple state properties
~within the work section consisting of Seminole
State Park, Kolomoki Mounds State Park, Silver
Lake WMA/PFA, Lake Seminole WMA,
Mayhaw WMA, Elmodel WMA, and padns of
Chickasawhatchee WMA. The work section
consists of Sgt. Tony Cox,pC Steve Thomas,

¢ Cpl. Thomas Sibley, GW Seth May, and GW
Jillian Lartigue. GW Lartigue is the newest
member of the work section. During the year,
GW Lartigue completed basic mandate, the Game
Warden Academy, and started on field training.

L to R Cpl. Steve Thomas, Cpl. Thomas Sibley
Tony Cox, GW Seth May and GW Jillian Lartig!
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This year, Game Wardens made 4 BUI arrest along with 1 count of child endangerment. The
also investigated 4 boating incidents, and 1 drowning. Game Wardens recorded a total of 411
violator contacts. Out of those contacts, 2 individuals were chargdd haitting without
permission and one hunting under the influence. 35 individuals were located hunting on closeq
WMAs and charged for the violation. A total of 5 baited duck ponds were located by the work
section, which resulted in 22 individuals chargeth hunting ducks over bait. Also, during this
year, GWs in the work section located 3 baited dove fields, which resulted in 21 individuals
charged with hunting over bait. During the year, Game Wardens worked multiple investigations
that resulted in viators being charged. Cpl. Sibley and GW Lartigue worked an artifact case in
Miller County that resulted in one individual being charged with digging artifacts without
permission. Cpl. Thomas worked a hunting investigation in Early County. As a resiut o
investigation, one individual was charged with hunting from a public road, hunting from a motor
vehicle, hunting without a license, hunting without a big game license, hunting without permission,
and hunting without a harvest record.

Albany Work Section

3. The Albany work section incorporates
" Dougherty, Worth, Mitchell, Colquitt,
W Brooks, and Thomas Counties, encompassing
¥4 approximately 3000 square miles. The major
% waterways within these counties include
Lake Worth, Kinchafoonee Creek, Muckalee
Creek, Ochlockee River, Flint River, and
"™ Little River. This work section contains 4
. Wildlife Management Areas
- (Chickasawhatchee, Albany Nursery, Doerun
5 ey Pitcher Plant Bog, River Creek) and 1 State
PR A .5 Park (Reed Bingham). This section is
GW Tyler McKay, GW R @ Cpl. Drew cyrrently patrolled by six Game Warte
?oep]/g;lyér?(?tcf)lregr\i/g?/%irt 2( Aicuff,o Sergeant Greg Wade (K9 Cuff), Corporal
’ ' Eric White (Colquitt), Corporal Drew
Beverly (Mitchell), Game Warden Tab Jones (Dougherty), Game Warden Raul Malagon (Brooks),
and Game Warden Tyler McKay (Worth).

Throughout the year, Game Wardens in the Albany section issued 1,135 citations and warning
Some violations of note are: 4 felony drug arrests, 18 arrests for Boating/Hunting/Driving Under
the Influence/Operating While Suspended (these numbers do nadenChild Endangerment

BUI), 4 subjects charged with Hunting Deer at Night, and 22 subjects being charged with Hunting/
Fishing/Taking Artifacts Without Permission. Wardens responded to and investigated numerous




citizen complaints of hunting, fishing, boating, or environmental violations, which generated 400
incident reports and 1290 CAD incidents. The section also investigated 2 boating incidents.

Cpl. Eric White conducted a night deer hunting investigation in Colquitt County, in which a local
EMT was observed shooting a deer on Woodhaven Plantation. Upon further investigation, it wag
determined the EMT had taken multiple deer at night and withetrnipsion. It was also
discovered the EMT had taken over the legal limit for antlered deer and had been selling the meg
for profit to other EMTs and locals in the community. At the conclusion of the investigation, the
EMT was charged with 27 various poauh violations and an additional 4 subjects and 16
violations were documented in the case, resulting in the EMT pleading guilty to 8 of the 27 charged

inexchangefory e ar s 6 p r -gearasuspension of rauntidg@rivileges, a $7,563.00 fine,
and $2858.00 in restitution to be paid to the State of Georgia.

22 woe

<@

=

What are you talking about why

Richard
You don't need to be hunting
But whatever

We enjoy it honey it's bonding
time

Plus | am making money when |
get these deer

Cpl. Drew Beverly, Cpl. Eric White, and Game Warden Jillian Lartigue conducted a surveillance
detail on Chickasawhatchee WMA after receiving complaints of unknown subject(s) target
practicing at the campground area and damaging/shooting WMA signs. Trenwatuserved a
suspect vehicle enter the area and begin firing shots down a firebreak. The subject (previousl
charged by local law enforcement for discharging a firearm from a roadway) was arrested and
charged with target practicing in an unauthorize@d.are




Cpl. Eric White and Game Warden Tyler McKay investigated an illegal dumping incident which
occurred at the Radium Springs Landing area of the Flint River. The incident involved
approximately 40 scrap tires which had been dumped in the river at the bt landing,
hindering boat traffic in the area. The wardens reviewed traffic and security camera footage to
identify potential suspects which rendered a suspect vehicle, tag #, and footage of the vehicl
entering the landing towing a trailer with tire agxiting towing an empty trailer. Upon further
investigation, it was determined a-§&arold subject, and Xearold juvenile were responsible

for dumping the tire. The 1yearold subject was charged fof' bffense unlawful dumping of
egregious litter over 500 Ibs. and billed by the City of Albany for services rendered for cleanup
and disposal of the dumped tires.

e S PRl

L to R: Cpl. Dean Gibson, Sgt Jeremy Bolen, GW Hunter Bowman, and

Sergeant Bolends section consists of Harris
Counties. The Game Wardens in this work unit patrol Lake Harding, Lake Oliver, Goat Rock,
along with several miles of the Chattahoochee and Flint Riverstéeteteowned properties are

also located within the work section including 7 Wildlife Management Areas, 1 Public Fishing
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Area, and 2 State Parks. Game Wardens assigned to this work unit are Cpl. Eric Isom, Cpl. Dea
Gibson, and Game Warden First Class Hunter Bowman. Two additional Game Wardens havg
joined the work section this year. Jonathan Jeffries transferred from Regimhis assigned to
Marion County. Zack Miller graduated the Game Warden Academy and is assigned to Taylor
County.

Throughout the year, Game Wardens in the work section issued 833 citations and warnings. So
violations of note were hunting over bait cases (64), boating under the influence (20), child
endangerment cases (4), hunting/fishing without permission (32paasession of a firearm by

a convicted felon (2). Section Game Wardens investigated 2 boating incidents, 2 hunting incident
and 3 drownings were reported.

Cpl. Gibson worked a lengthy investigation that began back in September of 2024. Dean had 3
Agut o feeling that a neighbor that I ived ne
night. After many hours spent in the woods on foot patrol, Gifilson was able to confront the
subject hunting at night. At this point in his investigation Cpl. Gibson seized his phone as evidencs
and obtained a search warrant. At the conclusion of the investigation, the suspect was arrested ¢
warrants taken out b@pl. Gibson.The charges were for hunting deer at night (17 counts), theft
by taking wildlife (16 counts), reporting/recording requirements for game animals (9 counts),
taking over the limit of antlered deer (7 counts), and hunting out of season (2 counts).

Cpl. Gibson, Cpl. Isom, ¥ Bo, and GW Jeffries worked a complaint of hunting turkeys from the
road/vehicle in Marion County. After an investigation, evidence was recovered from the scene and
a suspect was identified. The individual was charged with gitiro turkeys from a motor vehicle,
hunting from a public road, hunting without permission, and taking over the daily bag limit.

Cpl. Isom received the Region 5 Boating Safety Officer of the Year Award and the Region 5 Game
Warden of the Year Award.

Lake Walter F. George Work Section

This work section covers the rurdis
area along the western border yj
Region V, including Stewart \
Randolph, Terrell, Websterg
Quitman, Calhoun and Clay.
Counties. Outdoor recreatio
timber production and farming ar
the primary land uses in thi
portion ofthe region. Five gam
wardens have the pleasure
patrolling the seven countie
along the Georgia / Alabam

border. Within this work section i
game wardens patrol over 30,8(Cpl. Steve Roblnson Sgt. Jim Atchley, Cpl. Scott Carrol

acres of state WMA lands on Drew Weathersby not pictured GW Cody Woody
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WMA G s , 700 acres of the Eufaula Nati onal Wil
46,000acre Lake Walter F. George.

The officers patrolling this area include Sergeant Jim Atchley, Corporal Scott Carroll, Game
Wardens Drew Weathersby and Cody Woody. The work unit added a new officer during the year,
and we welcome Game Warden Terry Mann, who is assigned to Calhoun @odmsgyattending

the POST Academy currently. Corporal Steve Robinson retired this year.

Game Warden Weathersby earned the NWTF Turkey Award for his hard work this year. He
responded to 5 landowner complaints, checked 23 hunters and documented 27 violations; 10 @
these violations were for hunting without permission and 2 were for huntingabig from a

public road.

Corporal Scott Carroll serves as a Field Training Officer and continues the outstanding job
preparing new officers for their careers. In addition to his normal patrol duties, Corporal Carroll
serves as a POST Instructor for ATV, ALERRT, Environmental Lad #@aches during the
academy. He has also served as a firearms instructor, CTTF, and Honor Guard member and hgls
been involved with collateral duties for many years. Scott continues to seek ways to share
experience and knowledge with new officers. Hisdeglit i on and hard work
Rocky Wainwright Waterfowl Award for 2025 for the second year in a row. Scott documented 50
waterfowl related violations this year and worked a hunting related drowning on Lake George.




Region 61 Brunswick

Clinch/Echols County

On the morning of 10/12/2024, Sergeant Jason Shipes, Corporal Sam Williams, Corporal Mark
Pool, Game Warden Erin Potts, and Game Warden Micah Ballard were conducting a Wildlife
Investigation regarding the killing of an undersized bear in Fargo, Geordine alheck station.
Game Wardens concluded the bear weighed 72lbs, with the minimum size allowed by law being
75Ibs. Game Wardens seized the undersized bear and issued 1 citation for killing an undersizefi
bear. Another group of bear hunters from Echolsr®preported to the check station with a 290Ib
Boar Bl ack Bear. Game Wardens | ocated seve
Shipes, CPL. Pool and GW Ballard followed the hunters to the location where the bear was
harvested. Game Wardens ltathcorn and peanut butter within the kill site. Game Wardens seized
the bear and issued 1 citation for Hunting Big Game over bait. The meat from the bears was
donated to a local family.

Pierce County

On the morning of 12/29/ 2024, Game War den
activity. GW Ball ard | ocated a Duck shoot
in the area, GW Ball ard | ocatreg srevepar
corn kernel s. Further investigation reveal
were issued, i ncluding 5 citations for
and 1 citatiom Gopl hbgogednghwi gbhna

Charlton County

On July 25, 2024, Game Warden Erin Potts

area of Burnt Fort Boat Landing in Charlto
vessel containing 2 indivi dhuealHsi gohpwearya t2i5n2g
individuals admitted to fishing, but state
safety inspection, GW Potts | ocated a .22
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