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The Vision of the Law Enforcement Division is to ensure that
Georgiads natur al ved®rourpresendanavi | |
future generations.

The Mission of the Law Enforcement Division is to conserve our
natural resources and to protect the people we serve. We maintain
public support through fair and vigorous law enforcement, quality
education, and community involvement. We commit ourselves tmur
Vision and Mission by practicing our core beliefs, which are trust,
fairness,and professionalism.

Headquarters

The Georgia Department of Natural Resources, Law Enforcement Division, currently has 200
POSTcertified Game Wardens with statewide authority and full arrest powers and -3%voaom

staff members. The primary duties of these Game Wardens are enforcenadintaafs and
regulations pertaining to hunting, fishing, commercial fishing, environmental violations, and
recreational boating, as well as to provide public safety on all our-EoviiRolled properties.

The Law Enforcement Division operates with a stralgi@ chain of command. It consists of the
Colonel, Lt. Colonel, two Majors, eight Captains (6 Region Supervisors, 1 Training Director, 1
Pilot), six Lieutenants (database management, special permitgtcagidlife and wild animals,
boating law administrator and administrative support, investigations, and 2 pilots), and 182 field
Game Wardens (Sergeants, Corporals, Game Wardens First Class, and Game Wardens).




Vehicles & Equipment

Throughout the year, the Law Enforcement Division acquired some new vehicles and equipment
utilizing funding from various sources. Foitiyo new 4x4 Chevrolet patrol vehicles and four new
4x4 Fords were purchased for field personnel. The Harris radisittcam) which began in 2023,

was completed with over 600 radios deployed statewide. Game Wardens now have the capabilit
to talk on multiple radio systems throughout the state to various other public safety organizations
Currently the Division is testin§mart Evidence, an evidence management system that works with
the current Smart Cop CAD system they currently utilize. This evidence system will standardize
evidence records procedures statewide. This system is expected to be fully in place by the end (
the year.

Ranger Hotline

The Ranger Hotline program, which provides a way for citizens to report anonymously potentiall
illegal wildlife and other conservation law violations, continues to be successful. If the information
leads to an arrest, the tipster receives a cash rewadiduby theGeorgia Natural Resource
Foundation whose mission is to protect wildlife by increasing public support for wildlife law
enforcement. Last year, 274 tips were received for various violations.

OTHER SPECIAL LAW ENFORCEMENT ISSUES

JEA Patrols

The Joint Enforcement Agreement #23 between Georgia DNR and NOAA office of Law
Enforcement called for GADNR enforcement personnel to provide a total of 1100 hours of marine
law enforcement or related work under the agreement. Georgia has 5 Executiome$riori
Execution Priority 1 was Endangered Species Act. There weremafithours and 70 hours of at

sea vessel patrol hours dedicated to this priority. These patrols were checking Shrimp Trawlers fo
TED and net compliance. Execution Priority 2 was deditate MagnusofStevens Fishery
Conservation and Management Act. There were-r8d46 hours and 70 hours ofsda vessel
patrols dedicated to priority 2. These patrols were to check Red Snapper compliance and any othdir
violation dealing with Snapper/GrouperdaHMS speciesExecution Priority 3 was the National
Marine Sanctuaries Act. There were 4B@n hours and 50 hours ofsda vessel patrols dedicated

to Priority 3. Execution Priority 4 was Marine Mammal Right Whale. There werenEs0hours

and 50 hoursf atsea vessel patrol§.hese patrols were during the months of November to March
and were specifically targeting Right Whale enforcement. Execution Priority 5 was Lacey
Act/International (IUU). There were 130 personnel hours dedicated to IUU enfarcentese
patrols were assisting NOAA Enforcement Officers with inspection of containers at the Georgia
Ports. Vessel patrol hours targeted the following areas: 1) shrimp trawlers checking for TED
compliance, 2) intercepts of recreational and commershing vessels returning to Georgia
seaports from fishing trips in federal waters, 3) offshore patrols to Special Management Zones an{
Graybds Reef National Marine Sanctuary, 4) cfon
in the Exclusive EconomiZone adjacent to the State of Georgia, and 5) intercepts of recreational
fishing vessels for Red Snapper compliance. During this time, Georgia DNR detected 14 federa
violations during these patrols and federal referrals were sent to NOAA Office of Law
Enforcement for prosecution.



http://georgianrf.org/
http://georgianrf.org/

Public Affairs

Media Relations and Public Outreach

News releases, radio and TV interviews, and social media pesesthe primary information
channelsfothest art of the boating and hunting®"sea
Holiday weekend to promote safe boating and swimming safety and to educate citizens on boatin
laws and how they are appliedidditionally, rews releases, | & E presentations and speeches to
various civic groups, and regular news mediarviews and interaction were utilized throughout

the year to disseminate information tothepublinm t he Di vi si onds hunt.
enforcement efforts, and awards and recognitions received by game wardens

Social Media

LED manages a Facebook pagigh over 85,00(p age fiLi keso (peopl e
page) . Many of LEDG6s Facebook posts have
through their friends W00600rfahdiodcasionally,lsene graahpae
500,000. The Division also has dénstagram account with ov8600 followers, a X (Twitter)
account that currently hasser 1,750 followers, anda YouTube Channel with multip safety
related videoshathas overl, 170 subscribers.




Previous Game Warders of the Year
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William Vick
Dan Parri sh
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Roger D. Gar
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Terry West
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Dennis Aderh
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Derek Dill ar
Mi ke Barr
Harry E. Aki
Eric Brown
John Murphy
Shane Sa or
Mi ke Bini n
Brian Ho [
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Ti mot hy t
Jason RO r
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Greg Wade
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Eddi e Tompki
Brian Adams
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Region |- Acworth

Region| consist of the Northwestern part of Georgia and includes the City of Atlanta and
surrounding metro counties. Captain James McLaughlin is the Region Supervisor and Sergea
Bart Hendrix is the Administrative Sergeant. The Administrative Assistant is 8tpitand and
Sherry Rollins fills the Administrate support position.

; o i s 4
SGT Eric Browndés Work Unit (L/R): Cpl. Zack
Cpl. Brock Hoyt, GWFC Ryan Shorter, and SGT Eric Brown

The past calendar year for Sergeant Eric Br
community involvement. The section, in total, has 57 hunting without permission cases, 46 fishing

without permission cases, apprehended 6 baited dove fietdget 4 drowning victims, worked

4 SAR missions, and conducted 36 separate education and outreach events in Fulton, Carro
Coweta, Paulding, Douglas, and Haralson Counties. Sgt. Eric Brown has entered year 26 with th
state, Cpl. Zack Hardy enters yddr, Cpl. Brock Hoyt and GW Ryan Shorter enter year 7, GW
Chandler Traylor enters year 4, and Game Warden Joe Ballard enters his third year.

Coweta County:

On November 24, 2023, Game Warden Joe Ballard received a call from a Coweta County hunte
regarding a trespass that occurred on his property. The suspect was hunting without permissio|
and without a fluorescent outer garment. GW Ballard was able to géméifsuspect and also
determined that the suspect stole the landowners trail camera. After investigating the case, G
Ball ard was able to utilize the camerads

in Pike. GW Ballard traveledtothecamn ads | ocati on and discove
bl ind. GW Ballard apprehended the suspect
backpack. The suspect faces charges of hunting without permission, hunting without orange, an
theft by taking

Douglas County:

In November 2023, Game Warden Chandler Traylor investigated a felony dumping case in
Douglas County. The suspect was hired for approximately $3000 to dump multiple truckloads of
household trash and furniture. GW Traylor took an arrest warrant on thetssigpssquent to his
investigation. The following day, GW Traylor received a call from Atlanta Fugitive Task Force.
They advised that South Fulton PD perfor med
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warrant, which ended up in a shootout. The suspect fled the scene, but was captured later based pn

SGT James Ke e nLefrtdRght\Vz®l RogetMcCdnkey, CPL Shawn Elmore, CPL
Kalem Burns, SGT James Keener, GWFC 1 Hunter Rush. Not Pictured: GWFC 2 Travis Shrade
and GW Ryan Thomas

The AMountain Work Sectiono of Region |
Pickens, and Whitfield Counties. Section assignments are as follows: Cat@aa Travis
Shrader, Gilmer Cpl. Kalem Burns, Gordon Cpl. Shawn Elmore and Cpl. RogdcConkey,

Murrayi GW Ryan Thomas, Fort Mt. SP / MurraysW Hunter Rush, and supervisory Sgt. James
Keener. Pickens County is currently vacant. The section covers a vast area of both state owndd
or controlled properties as well as large expanses tdMNd Forest Lands.

Section officers completed two very large investigations during the past year and numerous
additional smaller investigatons. The large investigations were conducted primarily by Wardens
Elmore, McConkey, Thomas, and an assisting officer. It includedvéwslspects and
approximately 392 violations including numerous counts of hunting without permission, hunting
out of season, hunting deer at night, bag limits, harvest reporting requirements, taking over the
limit, possession of illegally taken wildlife,nd hunting over bait. These violations were in
reference to multiple species including deer, turkey, hogs, and waterfowl in Gordon, Murray, and
Whitfield Counties. Warden Thomas was submitted as the Region | Investigative Officer of the
Year for his workwith his case.

this past year in the air and o
the water.



SGT Ben Cunninghamds Work Unit Left to Rig
CPL Daniel Gray, SGT Ben Cunningham, CPL Chad Cox, GWFC 2 Andrew Crider Not Pictured:
GWEFC 2 Kyle Faulknor

Sgt . Ben Cunninghamdés work section consi st
Counties.

Cpl. Chad Cox joined a new hunter and his father during a Safari Club
International Hunt in Polk County. The young hunter was able to harvest
his first deer.

-

GWFC Kyle Faulknor set up a Chronic Waste Disease Detail (CWDJ)5&nin Dade County.
GWFC Kyl e Faul knor was Dade/ Trentonds DNR |
annual awards banquet.

GW Isaac Roberson completed his Field Training after spending several months being trained b
Cpl. Chad Cox. GW Isaac Roberson made a case in Floyd County for taking over the bag limit of
bucks. Cpl. Chad Cox and GW Isaac Roberson caught a group ohnigtlers in Polk County.

GW lIsaac Roberson caught a group of night hunters in Floyd County and confiscated a doe. G
Isaac Roberson located two individuals returning to a boat ramp on Coosa River and discovere
the two had 88 fish over the creel limit of ighbass. Each person was charged, and the fish were
confiscated.




SIS

SGT Byr on Yo urnegtadosrighW@RLKasadniRoberson, GWFC 2 Steven Martinez,
CPL Philip Stout, CPL Tyler Lewis & K9 Axle, GWFC 2 Jason Warren, SGT Byron Young Not
Pictured: GW 2 Amy King

Allatoona Lake Work Section

Over the last 12 months, Sergeant Byron Yo
conservation law enforcement. This work unit is comprised of Sgt. Young, Corporal Tyler Lewis,
Corporal Philip Stout, Corporal Jason Roberson, Game Warden First&&asen Martinez, and
Game Warden First Class Jason Warren. Since July 2023, this work unit has totaled 951 violato
contacts. These contacts consisted of 64 hunting without permission cases, 24 fishing withou
permission cases, and 34 Boating Under th8uénce arrests including 11 BUI child

endangerment cases. The Allatoona Lake work section also worked 4 drownings and 10 boatin
incidents and completed 28 Information and Education programs in Bartow, Cobb, and Cherokesg
counties. In March, GWFC Jason W&n returned to the work section after a yeag
deployment overseas to Camp Buehring with the United States Army National Guard. Cpl. Tyler
Lewis became the Region 1 Game Warde@ Kandler in July.

Cherokee County: On November 24, 2023, Cpl. Jason Roberson located three vehicles parked
behind a locked gate in Cherokee Counfey were parked on affidavit property and appeared

to be hunting without permissionSgt. Byron Young and Cpl. Tyler Lewis responded to
assst. Five hunters were located, and an investigation was initidtea. of the hunters claimed

to be hunting on a 1.4&cre tract inside the 23@re affidavit property and three of the hunters
claimed to be hunting on Allatoona WMA, vehi borders the propertizollowing over 20 miles

of foot patrols and numerous ATV patrols, Cpl. Roberson located vast amounts of evidence on thg
property including ATV tracks, boot tracks, numerous ground blinds and deer stands, gut piles,
and deer carcass. The DNR Investigative Unit aided with phone and cell tower data an#tysis.
conclusion, thirteen search warrants were executed, and sdwentyiolations have been
identified on ten suspecfEhe violations range from Hunting without permission, timn big

game over bait, Failure to record deer harvest, Failure to sign in a WMA, Hunting without a
license, Interference with a Rangers Duties, and Unlawful use of ATV on WMA.




{ On April 24, 2023, K9 Officer Corporal Tyler Lewis and his-& Axel
were called on to locate a weapon used in an aggravated assault case i
Jasper County. Two males were involved in an altercation on April 22
when one of the males stabbed the other wkhige. Investigators were
unable to locate the weapon used in the assault. Once on se@rexek
was deployed in a wooded area behind a residen@eAkel soon located
the 70 Kitchen knife;9 cAoxvedr each di nCpHll.o
first degoyment.

On December 13, 2022, Cpl. Tyler Lewis responded to-@nagress hunting without permission
complaint in Cherokee County. The complainant advised that he captured an image of a
individual hunting without permission on a cellular trail camera. Cpl. Lawised on scene and

parked at a residence nearby, Cpl. Lewis was able to t|
vehicleds registered owne
interviewing the subject, it was determined that he was =8
individual captured in the photograph and was hunt™
without permission. The suspect was also determined to "
convicted felon. 5 total charges were filed including: hunt
without permission, hunting ithout license, possession of

SGT Keith Waddel i &sCPMRuss&ll Efps, GWiBo Townsend, GW Mason
Miller, SGT Keith Waddell, GW Matthew Bramblett, & CPL Austin Biggers




West Point Lake Section

The West Point Lakeection consists of Meriwether, Troup, Heard, Pike, Fayette, Spalding,
Henry, and Clayton Counties. The Game Wardens in this work unit patrol West Point Lake along
with sections of the Chattahoochee and Flint Rivers. Severalcstaied properties are also
located within the work section including 3 Wildlife Management Areas (Joe Kurz WMA,
Sprewell Bluff WMA, West Point WMA), and the Little White House Historic Site. Section Game
Wardens have been busy over the past year. They documented 812 cases agd.\W&raf those

were Boating Under the Influence charges, 50 were Hunting without permission, and 31 Hunting
over Bait violations. The section members instructed as a POST instructor on 96 dates, worked
total of 12 boating incidents, and 6 drowningse Blction added 3 PFD loaner stations throughout
the area to assist in preventing drownings.

On October 21, 2023 Cpl. Biggers received a complai

reference to a suspect on a UTV hunting deer at n

around 4:30 AM in a residential area of Henry Coun

The Suspect was recorded another night on a doo

camera while in the act of night ddemting at 11:30 PM.

Cpl. Biggers immediately began recruiting members

the section to set up regular stationary patrols of the a S o
Cpl. Biggers and members of the section worked Iq nbirom ¥
hours in attempts to apprehend the suspect. .

On November 10, 2023, GW Bramblett and Cpl. Biggers were conducting a stationary patrol of
the area when they were able to observe and apprehend the suspect for hunting deer at night.

Region tAcworth Office Staff from left to right: SGT Bart Hendrix, AOC Joyce Holland, Admin
Support Sherry Rollins, & CAPT Al Greer

The Acworth office serves 28 counties in Northwest Georgia from Meriwether County north to
the Tennessee state line and from the Alabama line approximately halfway across the state. Th
officers in Region | are responsible for over 38 % of the state population.

Captain Al Greer was promoted to Region Supervisor in November of Bh23Joyce Holland
celebrated her 30year with the Law Enforcement Division in March of 20®B. Sherry Rollins
celebrated her five year anniversary with the Law Enforcement Division.




Region II- Gainesville

Nort hwest Section

The Region 2 Northwest section consists of fiwv
Johnson is assigned to Union County and Lake
and Lake Chatuge, GWFnCe dSatvoa nlhaawhs dvi | G ceu n tiys,

to Dawson Forest WMA and Amicalola -Statege®air &,
to Fannin County and Lake Blue Ridge. Lumpkin
Thisection consists of mul tiple W ldlife Manage
property and popular Mountain Trout Streams.

Towns County

d,GWFC Jeffery Turner started P
SOG and dwrardonmr t he past yea
Turner caught two sets of nig
mul tiple counts of possessi o
depart ment found raptor winggas
war r atnhte ornesi dence. GWFC Tur
apprehended a ginseng poacher

Uni on County

Cpl . Matt Johnson had a very productive year
section and extended hours on Lake Nottely.

includes charging a Uni okmeyCoauwmdary braint ftohri skipgdp
apprehending a bear hunter who killed a bear

Dawson County

GWFC Savannah Miller stayed busy this year.

she continued to show her dedication to the
Advanced ATV Operationeamy. ourGWe&maeMi Wardem| Ama 0
training, FTO training and instructed gas
recruiting team and PEER Support Team.

Dawson Forest WMA

GWFC Bryan Price received the Region Il NWTF
trout poaching cases this year including a
charged a suspect forhepossesbihigmseven trout




®" Bryan was able to apprehend

8 The poachers killed two turk
per mi ssi on. One of them di
game | icense. Bryan al so 2
season t hat wer e killed [
violations such as killing
I i mi t, hunting without a |
|l i cense.

Fannin County

GWFC JarbaddWaodot her good year.

| arge investigations over the past
i1l egal bear dog hunting, baiting be
ni ght deer hunténigei doesmémgtaed onne whra
killed at night, from a motor vehicl
were confiscated and GWFC Wood swore
Fannin County men. GWF C aWayeed

within our work section this

he wutilized the

Advance ATV opetr9a

® uni t . GWFC Wood

reci pient for the

recently won the James Darn
GWFC Wood al so caught two
turkey season. GWFC Wood

ginseng out of season and w

Northeast Section

Regi on
Rabun, i Haber s ham,
Counties. are 7 | akfp
and Histori Sites,
u. S. Forest Service prope
seams t hroughout t he sec
include Cpl . Anne Wil ey,
Kiracofe, GW Spencer Pal
Jackson Er win, Cadet
; transferring to Parks
addi tri aregtud arheaiuti es, this section partici
rators, 1 drone operator, 1 tactical flight
assist with Game ®Wadd8&8nSAOGademperza.FTOs,
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Habersham County

Game Wardens respon
a 80 for a murder '
hi s car , and bush
Searches were condu
success. Af ter ni g e
was | aunched t o ahsey
drone was able to
his way back to t
picture shows the ,
t o avoid an oncom
Whi |l e communi cati nf
operator, Oof ficers [
i ntpetr ctethe suspect.

Cpl . Joe Hill earned the Region 2 Il nvestigati vg{
was investigating 2 su€f€peéctd#lifbr dbuowmehgeateaye
on the two suspects. The primary suspect was

of hunting deer from a vehicle, two counustiohg
without per mi ssi on. The secondary suspeght  watswoi
counts of hunting deer from a vehicle, two cou
hunting without permission. Ten search warrant g
t her mal scope, soGeafemedia account s, and

Stephens County

e 7
Ve A - *

Game Wardens TR Dool ey, Spencer

Er wi n, Chase Fl emming, Jeffery

Sgt. Cody Jones responded, with

i resulted in the

f oot . Of ficers set peri meters,
| ocal hot el . The suspect
dent .

Game Warden TR Dool ey was

Wil dlife Enforcement Officers
Awar d wi nner at t he NAWEOA
Col umbi a. NAWEOA' s Region 6 co j
Game Wardens from Georgia

Award winners for the past 7




Rabun County

a

e Tal ulah Gorge St (
pul ar state parks |
credi | y -mg tl ree nturoauisl el
steps down t C
point park v Al
o The park d 5 eV
r that rang dr
roken bones oS
own i . Aviation r VA
ar for rescues off fl
iation SABRngreart edt e
used at the bottom e,
wn onh response ti me Ki

cal Tacti cal Flight

County

Anne Wi ley and GW Spencer Palmer invest. e (
r side of the street, at approxi mately 02: (0
e at the beacar sandkhogsei sNoebgbhbwaésinjufed
area the next day. Cpl. Anne Wiley, GW Spenfer
earch warrant at his residence. Tkeanfd2 ammsijng:
found in the residence. During the search @¢am

arrested and charged with reckless discharfge
criminal damageg tad mrigpar,t w,s ehuwnftiam il | egal i b
and hunting from a roadway/ discharging a firearjm

Game Warden Jackson Er wi r
of someone il 1l egally ng
Chattahoochee River. rw
that the suspect had rc
sundersized hgame, fastl. aThgns
al so had fisbnse violati ns
charged, and the evidenc{ W
Cpl . Anne i cl osel y]l wi
coordinate i . Law Enf dlrc
Local and i Game Warl]de |
event , i Jeflfuadmgye , Tt € r
Kiracof e, ; we
80 ki ds i i i . . ifll e

dad.




Cpl . Anne Wi ley, GW TR Dool ey, JCa
Cody Jones conducted a wildlifd c¢
WMA . GW Dool ey conduct @d ifviegl, daso
he was suspected to be under tjlhe
could be handcuffed, he took offf
Jones gave chase and arrested Jth
away.

Hart wel | Wor k Section

Ser geaVitc kTeérny6s wor k section covers Hart, El ber|],
Counti es, as wel | as Lake Hart wel and Lake Rudse
R RS 3 = sr B

Lake Hartwel FR:WorXgtSecTtiino nVi =S

Brandon Pierce, GWFC2 Josep A}& e ryy Y
Osborne, Cpl. Ethan Frankl ig . Q Sk b gL {wF
Phillip Nelson, Cpl. Shane & L g

Hart County

October of 2023, ' Pi
ived information o Vs t h
illegally. After .8 s fli g
interviewed a sha4a ifit t
arge buck without B ; Th
hunting without N 3SEE ' in
game license, and | O W ; e drd
was confiscated. |

aame individual was | v = b ¢
r importation of a e D
er that was taken i R e\l s
olation and booked un
er was confiscated.

re
t a
t h
ci
bi
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Th
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4 de

El bert County

I n January, GWFC2 Phillip Nelson, GWFC2 Noah O}bo
hunters in a swamp on the El bert/ Wi lkes I|ine or
it was determined thatoft hteheswanndpg vwadsu all asi tweads gn df coel
under the influence.



On the opening day of rifle season in October
wor king the south end of EIlbert County to chec
compl aint . Upon arrivingaame Whedemsnpbaiwnta
description of the poacherés vehicle. As soon

t he Game Wardens heard a gunshot close to thei
com@mi nant s pr erty. The Game Wardens soon |
wearing any f| rescent orange, as wel |l as a
removing the i i vidual fromathenstandwasdcohtet
convicted felon. The subject was arrested and
hunting without wearing fluorescent orange,

op
uo
nd

GWFC2 Noah Osborne with confiscateld c
felon in Elbert County

Rocky Wainwright Wat er f owl Awar d

Phillip NebhsS®IthatRe gRoanky IWai nwri g
Year/ Region || Hunt er Educati on

GWFC2 Phillip Nelson putting up duckl

Madi son County

I n November of 2023, GWFC2 Joseph Cowart

ni ght hunter in Madi son County. GW Cowart

compl ai nant . GW Cowart theneeral wad stshobugh
residence that was | ocated on the property.

found to be a UTV crank up and pulled to

deer ttheomear of the UTV and hanging it wup

into the residence as GW Cowart wal ked up

had shot a deer out otcthewbs pahastged withi gbhnt ijmb

Lani er Section

206s Lanier work section is comprised of

of Lake Lanier, which is 37,066 acres,

Chattahoocheer IRy vifear tthraduti.s Gd mseh eWa rrdeegnusl
Ryan Locke, GW Adam Kimbrough, GW Joseph
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GW Wwi | |

ap, and Sergeant Tim Butler (bef
duties, ec

tion participates in sever al

r
S
of ficer, TOs, and 1 CI RT.

During i2B&422023 Game Wardens for the Lanier secHt
GW Adam Ki mbrough was named DNR Region 2 Boat:i

Cpl. Jonathan Segars|Cpl. Ryan Locke was named
NASBLAG6s National OpgOperation Dry Water Offic
Of ficer of the year q{and is in the running for

==

Banks County

On September 2, 2023, Game War den

Segars were patrolling Banks Counj
checking a dove field they observ

Game Wardens ratndi evee@d tlheé ehdemoomet

with bird shot. Game Wardens <con

began investigating the shot hero

wardens that he had shatcitthat ihcemr o
protected species.

Hal | County

On Novenble2r3 ,24Game Warden Joe Thompson received
illegally while hunting without permi ssion in
compl aint . After interviewinigllthdke tslues pekedars, att
Based on conflicting information and evidence,
phones of two individual s. A geo fence search
resul tanp@wWnThwas able to place both subjects on
was kill ed. Both suspects were issued multipl
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Jackson County

On November 3, 2023, Corpor al Jonat han Segar s,
utl er responded to a hunting without permissio
wWo SsSubjects on an adjoiingmtg wirtolhpea tlyi ot .f ooCpl
oll owed these subjects back to their resi
bject was arrested for hunting deer at night
abhle to obtain more information on the perso
nt to a neighborodés residence and were abl e
rmi ssi on. Thi s s ubijteatti ovmass
e previous mont h.

ing ®bBbed42azer
ke began an investig
ht

.
c

o had been nig hun _t
unti es. During the §
ver al search warrantk

re al |l ikentoewsh fceolnovn s . gl

rrants resulted 1in

ong wi t h marijuana

cated during the sea

cke also seized 49

unt s. The case resu. = ' - :
arges and 70 felony charges the t

subjects.

Metro Work Section

% Sergeant Brooks Varnell
Barr ow, Dekal b, Gwi nnett,
® Wal t on. Game Wardens Cpl
s Kevin Goss, GWFC Jason Har
Leazer make wup the work
respoherbleaw enforcement
& Par k, Panola Mountain
Par k, Gai t her WMA , and
'Chattahoochee, Sout h, and
southern ends of Lake
Lake olhacks

he section ranges from vast metropo
of the busiest trout streams in the
the | aws eaarsd ogr dthd cst isngatteh e cTihte
property, five drownings, mul tiple
fe and boating enforcement. c 80 ms
per mi ssion cases (30), fishing without

The mepkef the section ranges from vast metropo
th one of the busiest trout streams in t
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enforcing the | aws and protecting the citizens]of
private property, five drownings, multiple invegst
wildlife and boatwvngl enfonseménmhoteSwmee huntifng
without permission cases (30), fishing without [pe

LefRacks from without per missi o&WFQ@G sJea shoyn Gpar.r iSstoent swipt hS
hunting over bait case.



Region Ill - Thomson

Left to Right (front row): Cpl David Fisher, Cpl Westin Rabon, Sgt Matt Garthright, GW Chason Brogdor
Thomas Ledford, GW Skyler Redmond, GW Kyle Kervin, Cpl Jeff Billips, Cpl Saxon Campbell, G\
Hollinshead, GW Wes Freeman, Adm.Support Rainee IRéVC Elizabeth Bentley, GWFC Kevin Hurley, C
Keith Page, K9 Ka mo . Left to Right (back row): GW Ster
Bobby Timmerman, GW Caleb Young, GW Clay Baker, Sgt Ricky Boles, Cpl Jason Bennett, GWFCI&ri
GWFC Lamar Burns, GW Ryan Buice. Not Pictured: Cpl Ben Payne, Cpl Kevin Godbee, GW Cory Bot
GW Levi Thompson, Sgt John Harwell, Sgt Travis Sweat

Promotions & Personnel Changes

Region 1|11 We | ¢ o médyte Chafiin was Bamoted @oMéjeraGW Chason
Brogdon was assigned to Lincoln Co/Elijah Clark State Park, GW Wes Freeman was assigned {t
Wilkinson Co. Cpl. Shane Sartor transferred from Wilkes Co R3 to Oconee Co R2. Westin Rabon
promoted to Corporal & lataled to Morgan Co, Taylor Bingham promoted to Corporal &
lateraled to Greene Co. Ryan Buice lateraled to Upson Co; Mason Miller transferred to R1. Cpl.
Dan Schay promoted to Adm. Sgt. in R2. Niki Spencer, David Webb, Kevin Godbee, Ben Payne
& Bobby Timmeman retired. Bryan Gresham resigned from his position. Cpl. Ricky Boles
promoted to SgiNew cadets are Aaron McNew, Elizabeth Howell, & Ashley Compton.

K9 Rio suffered a cardiac event while back tracking a hunter who we
found to be hunting without permission in Jasper County on October

. Cpl. Keith Page with GW K9 Kamo fresl« ¢
- out of the K9 Academy. This wa
(Kamooés first | &E |
y Since February Keith and Kamo hay®
been training and already located severd
| articles for local and state agencies.
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Personal Awards

Sgt. Matt Garthright received the 2023 State Supervisor of the Year Award.

GW Cory Bohannon received the R3 Game Warden of the Year Award & was selected as the Statjp
Game Warden of the Year Award, received R3 Boating Safety Officer of the Year Award & was
selected as the State Boating Safety Officer of the Year.

GWFC Levi Thompson received the R3 Hunter Education Instructor of the Year Award.
GW Jaron Hollinshead received the 2024 Georgia Level Torch Award.

GWFCRyan Buice received the Hunter Education Instructor of the gzzs
Year.

In May 2024 Cpl. Keith Page attended the National K9 Down Memg
Ceremony in Washington D.C. t o}
Ceremony was held at the National Police K9 Down Memorial locjgstssg
on Judiciary Square in downtown Washington D.C.

In the Community

= Sgt. Garthrightoés work secti
importance to build positive community relations within each
county of their work section. The work unit served in over 20
community wide events in the previous year ranging from
boating safetyprograms, hunter education programs, and
general law enforcement programs across their 5 counties. Some
= of the events that the work unit participated in were: National
" Hunting and Fishing Day at McDuffie PFA, Columbia County
. Preparedness Day, Clays for Kidnd the Jingle Jam 10k.

The Clarks Hill work section had another successful boating se
arresting 15 individuals for boating under the influence. The sec
documented 647 boating safety related enforcement contacts
working boating enforcement on the lake. The sedbensed on
violations that save lives and as a result, contacted 50 operator,
were allowing underage children to ride in a moving vessel witr"
wearing a personal flotation-
educational efforts have once ag&mpt Clarks Hill Lake a saf
place to boat and recreate, with only one drowning and one n
boating incident.




GW Kervin started interacting with a nonprofit for terminally ill
.. children called AHunting for
B GW6s Kervin, Redmond, Billips,
4 went on a tower pheasant hunt with these kids to guidenanduce
them to wing shooting and the outdoors.

CPL. Billips set up his annual Kids Fishing event in Glascock County. B
year was the 19th year this has occurred. Joint efforts from the W
section ensured that over 200 students had a blast at the event. Priz
given out daily along with tighties and an abundance of smiles.

GW Mason Miller, GW Sterling Gibson, & Sgt. Wil Smith attended the

- Safety Day at the Morgan Co. Elementary School.

OnJune28 2024, GWds Wes Freeman, |
Baker taught several students from the Baldwin County Board of Educ{
about boating safety and water safety. Selected students were given
for volunteering to place their life jackets on ramtly. The students ang
teachers were given an opportunity to learn about the dangers of watg
how to keep themselves safe during the summer months. GW Wes Fré
is shown in the picture above with winners of the life jacket contest. &

On December 1, 2023, GW Clayton Baker and GW Jaron
Hollinshead participated in an Outdoor Dreams Foundation youth
hunt in Putham County. GW Baker was presented with the
opportunity to hunt with the youth in this picture. These youth
have faced numerousadrts in the past year battling cancer and
were given the opportunity to hang out with their local GWs. The
youth were able to hunt and kill a wild boar, eat dinner, and
presented donated gifts for facing the battles they have been
involved in.




Hunting & Fishing Activity

| On May 19", GW Westin Rabon and Sgt. Sweat responded
@ to acomplaintin Jasper Co. reference a gator in a farm pond.

¥ Upon arrival they found out that the landowner had killed

-~ the gator. After a brief investigation and retrieving the gator

" from the bottom of the ponitl was determined that it had
escaped from a local wild animal permit holder nearby.
GWs conducted an inspection of the facility and determined
the pen it escaped from. The permit holder did not know it
had been missing for 5 days. Multiple ojes were made

£ on the permit holder.

On June 18, Sgt. Travis Sweat responded to a call from a Spal
Co. deputy on a traffic stop for assistance. Sgt. Sweat arriveg
find three male Hispanic suspects with a cooler full of bass. A
an investigation it was determined the fish came from the
River at Hwy 18 and all fish had open spear wounds. A seardy
the vehicle revealed three spear guns as well as scuba ge
three norresidents were charged and released.

On October 28, 2023, GW Skyler Redmond received a complaint of
hunting without permission in Burke Co. Throughout the
. investigation GW Redmond obtained a search warrant for the
® suspects residence. When the search warrant was executed GW
Redmond confiscate®lbuck heads from a freezer, an alligator head,
six firearms, and over 400 rounds of ammunition. The suspect was
charged with hunting without permission, 3 counts of recording and
Sl i reporting requirements for game birds and animals, possession of
alllgatorparts convicted felon in possession of a firearm. GW Redmond was assisted by Cpl.
Billips, GW Jack Thain, and ¥ Case

GW Kervin patrolled areas of interest for waterfowl bait at night in Jeffer s % i
County. On the last morning of season, CPL. Billips and GW. Kervin v
near a baited pond when shots were fired. After the individuals left §
blind bags across the pondhiole shotgun shells, GW Kervin drug the poigé
for bait and found the hidden bags full of lead shot. This led to 9 individg
being charged with, hunting waterfowl over bait and with lead shot. g




GW Sterling Gibson caught an individual taking waterfowl out of
season on Lake Oconee.

On April 13", 2024, Sgt. Ricky Boles and GW Jarg
Hollinshead set up an illegal cast netting detail on
Oconee River. Sgt. Boles set up across the L
Sinclair Dam where he was able to utilize binocul:
and identify violators cast netting for game fish. S
Boles was in direct communication with G
Hollinshead, and the two were able to apprehend @
charge 4 separate individuals for cast netting game
on the Oconee River. Sgt. Boles and GW Hollinshe

in all charged the individuals with possession of gamie diger the limit, Flshlng by illegal
methods for game fish, and several license violations. Hickory and American Shad are presente
in the picture above. The individuals also possessed Striped Bass and catfish.

On November 2B, 2023, Cpl. Jason Bennett heard gunshots coming from a private swamp in
south Twiggs County. Cpl. Jason Bennett dispatched GW Hollinshead to the area where the twq
~ were able to identify 3 adults and 4 youth duck
hunting in the nearby swamp. After investigating
the area, it was found that the swamp had been
baited for ducks. A search of the area also revealed
g hidden ducks in the bushes, accumulating to over
—=m the limit for certain species of duck. The duck
hunters were charged for hunting ovmit, over
the bag limit, hunting waterfowl with lead shot
fand multiple |icense vi
leadership was exemplified throughout the
investigation aiding GW Hollinshead in his first
hunting over bait case.




Region IV- Metter

Left to right: front row: GW Bobby Sanders;%Creed, Cpl. KP Boatright, GW Dalton Ridgdill, GW Jack
Thain, SGT. Morty Wood, Cpl. Rodney Horne, GW Evan Nobles, GW Dylan Brady, Cpl. Robert Stillwell,
Cameron Dyal, Sgt. Chris Moore, Cpl. Clint Jarri@W Benayah Hawkins, GW Mathew Ubbink, Sgt. Kevin
Joyce, GW Jonathan Jeffries, Sgt. Shaymus McNeely, Cpl. Jordan Crawford, GW Allison Dean, Cpl. Mik
Wilcox, Capt. Bob Lynn. (Not Picture@W Connor Moon, GW Dylan Bennett, and Cpl. Luke Rabun)

Region |1V AiThe Mett er ReQpastlirlainsofdGeagiasand 2onsists o ufn t
of mainly farmland, stands of planted pine trees and hardwood bottoms that feed theslog

large rivers of southeast Georgia. Region IV Game Wardens patrol over 121,000 acres of publig
land that includes twentfive state properties that are operated by the Department of Natural
Resources, multiple VPA properties and public dove fields on Department of Corrections
properties in Tattnall County. Region IV Game Wardens also patrol many miles of public waters
that make up the mighty Altamaha and Savannah Rivers and their tributaries.

Personnel

Metter Office Staff

Administrative Assistant 3 April Thrift

Admin Support IChristina Colquitt



Field Staff
Sergeant Shaymus McNeelyds section: Corpor all
GWEFC Jack Thain with ¥ Case, GW Matthew Ubbink, and GW Jonathan Jeffries

Sergeant Chris Mooreds section: Corporal Calme
Sanders with KO Creed, GW Dylan Bennett

Sergeant Patrick Gibbds section: Corpor al o d
Moon, GW Evan Nobles, GW Benayah Hawkins, GW Allison Dean

Sergeant Morty Wooddés section: Corporal L u kje
Brady, GW Dalton Ridgdill

Personnel Changes

Promotions

Corporal Patrick Gibbs was promoted to Field Sergeant
GWFC K.P. Boatright was promoted to Corporal
GWFC Luke Rabun was promoted to Corporal

Region IV welcomed new Wardens from the 38th Game Warden Academy to the Region
1 Allison Dean Telfair County
1 Jonathan JeffrieEmanuel County
91 Dalton Ridgdilt Irwin County
1 Matthew Ubbink Bulloch County
Retirements

1 GWFC Randell Meeks retired from Treutlen County
Transfers Out

1 Sergeant Clint Martin Transferred to Region V to fill vacancy left by Capt. Al Greer

Region Personnel Awards

Corporal Mike Wilcox nominated for GW of the Year

GW Benayah Hawkins nominated for Waterfowl Award

GW Dylan Bennett nominated for TORCH Award

GW Dylan Bennett nominated for Investigative Game Warden of the Year
Corporal Luke Rabun nominated for National Wild Turkey Federation Award
Corporal Cameron Dyal nominated for Boating Safety Game Warden of the Year



Georgia DNR K-9 CasefiEOW March 16, 20240

DNR Law Enforcement Division created itsXprogram in January o
2000. This program has had @mormous amount of success in the pas
years. Game Warden Jack Thain &
of this unit for many years. However, in March of 2024 Case devel
some serious health issues which ultimately took his life on Marct
2024. DNR is a family, and we would like to recognizekCase for his
lifelong dedication to the protection of his handler Jack Thain and tc
efforts of protecting Georgi aos

Responding to the needs of the people we serve

In August 2024 Sergeant Chris Moore and Game Warc
Dylan Bennett responded to Exs@ounty duringHurricane
Debbie. Record rain fall in this areeaused th€anoochee
River torise toa record high 18.1.fGame Wardens assiste
residents in the evacuation of their flooded homes.

Night Deer Hunting

With a large majority of the region being rural, night hunting remains a top complaint. Region IV
contacted 39 groups that resulted in over 224 documented violations. Feral hogs and coyotes haye
open seasons and can be hunted at night. The use of weapated thermal/night vision optics

have increased with more affordable units coming available to the public. These devices are use}
for legal hunting of hogs and coyotes, and for illegal hunting of deer at night. Violations of hunting
without permissionhunting without licenses, hunting from a vehicle and hunting from a public
road can still be issued to hog and coyote hunters.

On November 5, 2023, Corporal Robert Stillwell w
working a complaint of night deer hunting in Telfe
County.Around 1:15 AM, he heard a rifle shot near |
location and began riding to try and locate the hunt
Minutes later, he located three subjects in a pic
truck with two freshly killed bucks in the back. Tt

subjects admitted to shooting the deer witfila after
using a truck mounted gayht to locate them in an a
field. All three subjects were charged wiilmting deer
at night, hunting big game from a public road, at
hunting from a vehicle.



On November 42023,GW Bobby Sanderalong with K9 Game
War den ACr eedoan mpregress nhdnéindy withau
permissiorcomplaint in Toombs Countypon arrival to the inciden
location,K9 Creed wasleployed. He immediately located a possi
kill site. After a brief track, it was determined the deer lksd and
drugoff thec o mp | a proparty totbesreighboring propertyk9
Creed was also able to locate a single casing fronthe areavhere
the deethad been taken. A brief investigatiensued which resulte:
in six separatehargesand thedeerwas seized as evidence.

Wi

On November 11, 2023, GW Dylan Brac Ll
conducted surveillance on fields in Bac
County for night deer huntingactivity. He
observed a truck gpoin the roadway and sit
without shining a visible light into the fields i
that area. GW Brady conducted a traffic stop
the vehicle and found that there were seve
guns in the vehicle, a handheld spotlight, an
handheld night vision device. After short
investigation the vehicle occupant was char
for hunting deer at night, hunting big game frc
the roadand hunting from a vehicle.

Waterfowl

Georgia waterfowl hunting remains a main attraction in the southern part of the state. Region IV
has thousands of acres of flooded creek bottoms, rivers, farm ponds, lakes, and swamps. Beavg
can add to the acres of new duck holes by damming up creeksth&ipopularity of the activity

and the wide range of habitat, hunters often rely on shooting roosts after hours or hunting over ba
to gain an unfair advantage.

At daybreak on December 24, 2023, Sergeant Patrick Gibbs
listening for waterfowl hunting activity when he heard a hi
number of shots coming from a creek in Toombs County. G
located 6 hunters in the creek and found corn in the water w
the hunérs were standing. 10 violations were addressed inclu
hunting ducks over baithunting with an unplugged shotgui
hunting with lead shotjunting without a federal duck stamp, ai
hunting without a license.




On December 1, Game Warde®Bobby Sandersvas
on routine patrol in south Toombs County. He chec
Broomsedge Rod and Gun sportsman club for wateri

hunting activity. He was able to make contact with t
very excited youth hunters who had a great morning
hunting. What a great moment for tluweure of hunting.

Turkey Season/Dove Season

Turkey hunting in the spring and dove shoots inftilesignal the beginning and end to the hot
summers of South Georgia. Each season has its own unique challenges, but both keep Wardejis
busy looking for illegal bait. Turkey season has many changes happening to try to increase thg
population of the wild ttkey. The season was shortened, and several new restrictions on
harvesting gobblers were put in place.

On opening day of turkey season 2024, Captain Bob Lynn
Game Warden Benayah Hawkins came acregsarold, Rider
Gibson who had just harvested his first turkey in Telfair Cou
The Game Wardens took pictures with the young turkey ht
and his dadrad showed them how to report the turkey harves
the GoOutdoors App.

On the evening September 3, 2023, CPL Luke Ra
located a dove shoot taking place in Coffee Coul
While checking the hunters for compliance,
determined that the field had been illegally baited.
doves were confiscated from the poachers, and
were all cited for the infractions.



Corporal Patrick Gibband Game Warden Dylan Bennettere
on routine patrain thenorthern parof MontgomeryCounty. The
officers heardseveral shots north of their location, which th
believed to be a dove shodtey traveled in the direction of th
shots and successfully located seiradividuals shooting dove:
in a clearcut area. After checking several of the hunters it v
determined the hunting area was baiteack cornAll hunters
were cited for huntingmigratory birdsover bait and theloves
wereseized as evidence.

Boat Safety/Recreational Fishing

Wardens patrol many miles of rivers in the region, from the small black water rivers like the
Alapaha and the Ohoopee to the larger rivers like the Altamaha and the Savannah. While enforcin
creel limits is an important task performed by wardens, boatyséd by far the most vital.
Preventing drownings by ensuring boaters have the necessary safety equipment on their boat}.
Wardens also patrol waterways to enforce boating under the influence laws as well.

On June 23, 2024Corporal Robert Stillwell was
patrolling for fishing activity along the Ocmulge
River in Dodge County. He checked two fishermer
the river who had kept 125 bream. Both subjects w
charged with taking over the daily limit.

L L L L e e g L

On July 9, 2023, CPL Luke Rabun observed a man fishing at the
Tub WMA boat landing on the Ocmulgee River in Coffee Cout
CPL Rabun found that the man did not hawakd fishing license
and had been ticketed in the past for the same offense. Durin
investigation, CPL Rabun found that the man also had drugs i

possession. Charges were made for fishing without a license
felony charges were made for thegié drugs.



Region V- Albany

LtoR: GregWade, )0 A Cuff , 6 Dean Gi bson, Drew Weathersby, Eric White, Sco
Bowman, Tyler McKay, Rick Sellars, Drew Beverly, Tab Jones, Jennifer Hill, Gtogie, Tanner Rundle, Alex Chambers, Clint Martin, Jesse
Harrison, Blake Chafin, Thomas Sibley, Tony Cox, Steve Thomas, Seth May, Eric IsorfandfKB O 0

The Region V Law Enforcement Division is comprised of thote counties in the southwest
portion of the state with the headquarters located in Albany. Within the region there are seve
large reservoirs, two major rivers, a multitude of smaller streagisteen wildlife management
areas, two Public Fishing Areas, nine State Parks, Eufaula National Wildlife Refuge, and Ft. Moor¢
Military Base.

Currently, the region has twenrsyx POST certified Game Wardens, with twefdyr assigned

field duties, and Captain Rick Sellars and Sergeant Quinn Fogle assigned administrative
responsibilities. This year, the region did welcome AOC Jennifer Hill tedil vacant AOC 3
position.




The Regionés 31 counties are divided into w

Lake Blackshear Work Section

Sergeant Clint Martinds work section encompfas
5. These counties are Dooly, Crisp, Macon, Sumter, Schley, and Lee. The section is responsiblf
for the Flint River from the north Macon County line to the bdige County line and includes

Lake Blackshear. Within the six counties, the work section is responsible for law enforcement on
Flint River WMA, Montezuma Bluffs WMA, Cordele Fish Hatchery, and Georgla Veterans State
Park. ‘ g-.,i' M H Itkﬂ",ly. RS

There were some changes in t ,.

work section this year.

December, Captain Al Greer .r

promoted to Region 1 Superwsc\~

and Sgt. Martin transferred fron..

Region 4 back to Region 5. Garr-

Warden Alex Chambers return

to the work section and is assigne

to Macon County. Corporal Jess

Harrison is assigned to Cris

County, Corporal Blake Chafin ig®ia (P i '
LtoR: Cpl. Blake Chafm Sgt. CllntMamn Tanner Rundle Cpl Jesse Harnson,

assigned to Dooly County, analexchambers ,

Game Warden Tanner Rundle is assigned to Sur

e

The makeup of the F=8
section has both rura

and urban aspect}{ _

contained within it. 4

With the population 4

intertwined with rural ==

farmland and large:

timber tracts, the wor

section spent over 47% . :

hours working citizen ‘Alex Chambers with Conflscated Doves

S j complaints this year. The section issued 337 total citations

Cpl. CIake Gl Scopmgapond in Dooly and warnings enforcing the laws, while protecting the
County citizens and wildlife of this state. The section worked one
hunting incident on state owned land, three boating incidents on state waterways and one drownin]j
on private waters. Somaolations of note were 29 hunting over bait cases, 2 hunting alligators
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out of season, 14 hunting without permission cases, 3 hunting deer at night cases and a possess

of a firearm by a convicted felon case.

Lake Seminole Work Section

Sgt Cox06s Work Section includes Decatur, S 4

Game Wardens in this work unit patrol Lake Seminole, Flint River, Chattahoochee River,
Ochlocknee Rlver Sprlng Creek and Tired Creek Reservoir. The work seatisists of Sgt.
g ., Tony Cox, Cpl. Steve Thomas, Cpl. Thomas
| Sibley, GW Seth May, and GW KP Boatright
until December 2023. This year, Game
Wardens made 7 BUI arrest along with 2
counts of child endangerment. They also
investigated 3 boating incidents, and
drownings. Game Wardens recorded a total of
484 violator contacts. Out of those contacts, 6
- individuals were charged with hunting without
~ permission and one conwcted felon was
_ e R e charged with :
D | possession of
firearm. A total '

resulted in 33 individuals charged with hunting ducks over

Also, during this year, GWs in the work section worked togethe:

investigate a complaint of a deer processor in Florida wat “ ’
. . . . GW Seth May with Confiscated

bringing carcasses intBeorgia to dispose of them. As a result wood bucks

the investigation, an individual was charged with 80 counts or

illegal importation of a cervid carcasses or parts from outside the state of Georgia.

During the year, Cpl. Steve Thomas worked two different Facebook investigations. As a result off
the investigations, a total of 18 charges were mggaes

consisting of possession of a firearm by a convicted fe [

hunting without a license, hunting without a big ga

license, hunting without permission, failure to record, tak

over the season I|m|t of Hered deer, possessmn of illegall

of the state, taklng of protected species, violation of D
Board approved rules, and hunting out of season.

Cpl. Steve Thomaaith over the limit Crappie

mi



Albany Work Section

GW Terr McKay GW Raul Malagon CpI Drew Beverly Sgt Greg W%\Qe A C uf f, )
White

The Albany work section incorporates Dougherty, Worth, Mitchell, Colquitt, Brooks, and Thomas
Counties, encompassing approximately 3000 square miles. The major waterways within thesg
counties include Lake Worth, Kinchafoonee Creek, Muckalee Creek, OckdRiver, Flint

River, and Little River. This work section contains 4 Wildlife Management Areas
(Chickasawhatchee, Albany Nursery, Doerun Pitcher Plant Bog, River Creek) and 1 State Par
(Reed Bingham). This section is currently patrolled by six Game Wsar&ergeant Greg Wade

(K9 Cuff), Corporal Eric White, Corporal Drew Beverly, Game Warden Tab Jones, Game Warden
Raul Malagon and Game Warden Tyler McKay. Game Wardens Jones, Malagon and McKay arg
graduates of the 885ame Warden Academy and successfully completed FTO. During FTO, they
assisted with an array of activities and gained valuable knowledge that will lead them towards g
successful career within the Law Enforcement Division.

Throughout the year, Game Wardens in the Albany section issued 594 citations and warnings
Some violations of note are: 6 arrests for Boating/Hunting/Driving Under the Influence (these
numbers do not include Child Endangerment BUI), 6 subjects chargedwviting Deer at Night,

and 51 subjects being charged with Hunting/ Fishing/Taking Artifacts Without Permission.
Wardens responded to and investigated numerous citizen complaints of hunting, fishing, boating
or environmental violations. The section alseastigated 1 boating incident, 1 hunting incident,
and 3 drownings.




Cpl. Eric White founded (2) night hunting complaints in Worth County where 6 subjects were
charged for Hunting Deer at Night, as well as 28 additional violations. Cpl. White also identified
an artifact dig site in Lee County and determined the suspects taleng artifacts without

| andowner 6s per mi ssion. Cpl . White concl uje
suspects, who were actively digging, and secured 7 arrest warrants including possession d
schedule one narcaotics (felony). Followingearvironmental complaint, Cpl. White completed an
interview with the potential suspect who admitted to (5) dumpsites. Cpl. White secured 3 felony
arrest warrants for unlawful dumping (commercial gain). At the time the warrants were served, the
suspect wasolund to be in possession of schedule 1 narcotics. In addition, Cpl. White was
nominated as the Region V Investigative Officer of the Year (2024) and was awarded the Statg
Investigative Officer of the Year Award at theAnnual Law Enforcement Division Ward
Banquet.

Cpl. Beverly conducted a complete and thorough investigation of a theft incident that occurred at
River Creek WMA. During the investigation, Cpl. Beverly identified evidence of a Burglary that
also occurred upon River Creek WMA, which was unknown at the the theft was reported.

This investigation concluded with the apprehension of 1 suspect who had committed 15 violations
including multiple counts of Theft by Taking and Burglary (Felony). Cpl. Beverly was nominated
as the Region 5 Game Warden of the rY@®24) and was recognized at thé"¥nnual Law
Enforcement Division Award Banqu&lpl. Beverly is currently attending PMP at Columbus State
University and serves on the Recruiting Committee.

Columbus Work Section

Sergeant Bolends section consists of Harris \

Counties. The Game Wardens in this work unit patrol Lake Harding, Lake Oliver, Goat Rock,

along W|th several mlles of the Chattahoochee and Flint RlversreﬁetMeowned properties are

: g 1 A also located within the

work section including 7
Wildlife Management
Areas, 1 Public Fishing
Area, and 2 State Parks.
Game Wardens assigned

. to this work unit are Cpl.
Eric Isom, Cpl. Dean

w Gibson, and Game
Warden First  Class
Hunter Bowman. The

| work section experienced
some changes during the
past year. Game Warden

Cpl. Den Gibson, Sgt. Jerm BoIen,G Hunter Bowmn, pI. Eric Iso,—%md KB OO
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First Class Greg Castelli left the department and Game Warden First Class Ryan Buice transferre}|
to Region 3.

Throughout the year, Game Wardens in the work section issued 591 citations and warnings. So
violations of note were hunting over bait cases (28), boating under the influence (19), child
endangerment cases (5), hunting/fishing without permission (22)gtaker the bag limit (5),

and hunting from a public road (2). Section Game Wardens investigated 2 boating incidents and §
drownings were reported.

K-9 Bo was busy this year as well. He received 84 violator contact assists while out working with
his handler, Cpl. Eric Isom. The-&team was called ouumerous times during this past year
from everything to tracking fleeing suspects to locating evidence. Cpl. Isom -@n&dare
routinely training together which is evident by the success they have when they arrive on scene fo
a deployment.

Game Wardens in the work unit are involved with numerous collateral duties. Sgt. Jeremy Bolen
is a Firearms Instructor. Cpl. Eric Isom is a9khandler, POST Instructor, FTO, and Boating
EVOC Instructor. Cpl. Dean Gibson is a POST Instructor, Honor Guandbar, FTO, and serves

on the CIRT unit. GWFC Bowman serves as a Sonar operator for the division.

Lake Walter F. George Work Section

This work section covers the rural
areas along the western border of
Region V, including Stewart,
Randolph, Terrell, Webster,
Quitman, Calhoun and Clay
Counties. Outdoor recreation,
timber production and farming are
the primary land uses in this
portion of the region. Only five
game wardens have the pleasure
of patrolling the seven counties
along the Georgia / Alabama

border. Within this work section,

game wardens patrol over 30’8(8% ggedv;vl\?/ggg;son, Sgt. Jim Atchley, Cpl. Scott Carroll, Drew Weathmspictured
acres of state WMA lands on .

WMAGs, 700 acres of Ilife Refuge(BradeeyUnid), 3 Ntate parksraadithe Wi
46,000acre Lake Walter F. George.

The officers patrolling this area include Sergeant Jim Atchley, Corporal Scott Carroll, Corporal
Steve Robinson, and Game Warden Drew Weathersby. The work unit added a new officer during
the year, and we welcome Game Warden Cody Woody, who is assigretdai©County. These

of ficers have documented 6 BUIO&Gs, 1 boating
fatality in Calhoun County.




