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The Vision of the Law Enforcement Division is to ensure that
Georgiads natur al ved®rourpresendanavi | |
future generations.

The Mission of the Law Enforcement Division is to conserve our
natural resources and to protect the people we serve. We maintain
public support through fair and vigorous law enforcement, quality
education, and community involvement. We commit ourselves tmur
Vision and Mission by practicing our core beliefs, which are trust,
fairness,and professionalism.

Headquarters

The Georgia Department of Natural Resources, Law Enforcement Division, curren@2as
POSTcertified Game Wardens with statewide authority and full arrest powerssarahaworn

staff members. The primary duties of these Game Wardens are enforcement of all laws anq
regulations pertaining to hunting, fishing, commercial fishing, environmental violations, and
recreational boating, as well as to provide public safetylauaDNR-controlled properties.

The Law Enforcement Division operates with a stralgi@ chain of command. It consists of the
Colonel, Lt. Colonel, two Majors, eight Captains (6 Region Supervisors, 1 Training Director, 1
Pilot), seven Lieutenants (database management, special peaptit®cwildlife and wild
animals, boating law administrator and administrative support, professional standards,
investigations, 2 pilots), and’1field Game Wardens (Sergeants, Corporals, Game Wardens First
Class, and Game Wardens).




Vehicles & Equipment

Throughout the year, the Law Enforcement Division acquired some new vehicles and equipment
utilizing funding from various sources. Ten new 4x4 Ford patrol vehicles, five KIA SUVs, and
one UTV for the coastal region were purchased this past year. Newrssuipicluded the riot

gear and riot gas masks for select personnel. The Division is also updating all the ATVs, adding
lights and kill switches.

Ranger Hotline

The Ranger Hotline program, which provides a way for citizens to report anonymously potentiall
illegal wildlife and other conservation law violations, continues to be successful. If the information
leads to an arrest, the tipster receives a cash rewadiduby theGeorgia Natural Resource

Foundation whose mission is to protect wildlife by increasing public support for wildlife law
enforcement. Last year, 348 tips were received for various violations.

OTHER SPECIAL LAW ENFORCEMENT ISSUES

Crime Suppression

In 2023, the Division continued to assist the City of Atlanta in the ragkncy illegal street racing
enforcement and crime suppression effort. Governor Brian Kemp initiated this collaborative effort
between the Department of Natural Resources, Geortate $atrol, Georgia Bureau of

|l nvestigation, Atlanta Police Department, ul
Fulton, to assist in the city on weekends with the objective of cracking down on criminal activity
and illegal street racing imd around Atlanta. Since its inception in early 2021, the operation has
logged 52,622 vehicle stops, 1,178 pursuits, 1,189 DUIs, 863 wanted persons, 874 reckless driving
200 stolen guns, 34,567 citations/arrests, 2,635 impounded vehicles, 42,816 waming&5

drug arrests. Game Wardens from across the state continue to be deployed on Saturdays af|d
Sundays for this operation.

JEA Patrols

The Joint Enforcement Agreement #20 between Georgia DNR and NOAA office of Law
Enforcement called for GADNR enforcement personnel to provide a total of 1,554 hours of marine
law enforcement or related work under the agreement. Georgia has 5 Executidgmes?rior
Execution Priority 1 was Endangered Species Act. There werena@iéhours and 108 hours of
atsea vessel patrol hours dedicated to this priority. These patrols were checking Shrimp Trawler
for TED and net compliance. Execution Priority 2 was dddicéo Magnusoistevens Fishery
Conservation and Management Act. There wererg@6 hours and 108 hours ofssda vessel
patrols dedicated to priority 2. These patrols were to check Red Snapper compliance and any othdir
violation dealing with Snapper/Groupand HMS speciesExecution Priority 3 was National
Marine Sanctuaries Act. There were 28@n hours and 79 hours ofsda vessel patrols dedicated

to Priority 3. Execution Priority 4 was Marine Mammal Right Whale. There werar28i7hours

and 79 hour bat-sea vessel patrolg hese patrols were during the months of November to March
and were specifically targeting Right Whale enforcement. Execution Priority 5 was Lacey
Act/International (IUU). There were 54 personnel hours dedicated to IUU enforceifrteage
patrols were assisting NOAA Enforcement Officers with inspection of containers at the Georgia

Ports. Vessel patrol hours targeted the following areas: 1) shrimp trawlers checking for TED
compliance, 2) intercepts of recreational and commerciainfisessels returning to Georgia


http://georgianrf.org/
http://georgianrf.org/

seaports from fishing trips in federal waters, 3) offshore patrols to Special Management Zones an{
Grayobs Reef National Marine Sanctuary, 4) cfJon
in the Exclusive Economic Zone adjacent to the State of @ea@ngd 5) intercepts of recreational

fishing vessels for Red Snapper compliance. During this time, Georgia DNR detected 21 federa
violations during these patrols and federal referrals were sent to NOAA Office of Law
Enforcement for prosecution.

Public Affairs

Media Relations and Public Outreach

News releases, radio and TV interviews, and social media pesesthe primary information
channelsfothest art of the boating and hunting®"seafor
Holiday weekend to promote safe boating and swimming safety and to educate citizens on boatin

laws and how they are applieéidditionally, rews releases, | & E presentations and speeches to
various civic groups, and regular news media interviews and interaction were utilized throughout

the year to disseminate informatito the publion t he Di vi si onds huntijng
enforcement efforts, and awards and recognitions received by game wardens

Social Media

LED manages a Facebook page ibatearing80,000page fALi kes o (peopl e jwh
the page). Many of LEDOs Facebook posts haye
post through their fr i en dlf0,000haod oficasiokakygpsontelare ag
above500,000. The Division also has dnstagram account with ov&100 followers, a X

(Twitter) account that currently hawer 1,700 followers,anda YouTube Channel with multip
safetyrelated videoshathas overl,110subscriters.



Previous Game Warders of the Year
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Region |- Acworth

Region| consist of the Northwestern part of Georgia and includes the City of Atlanta and
surrounding metro counties. Captain James McLaughlin is the Region Supervisor and Sergea
Bart Hendrix is the Administrative Sergeant. The Administrative Assistant ie Jgitand and
Sherry Rollins fills the Administration support position.

B A= , ;
Front Row,L to R: GWFC 1Ryan Shorter, SGT Ben Cunningham, CPL Kalem Burns, GWFC 1 Steven Martinez, CPL
Gray, SGT Keith Waddell, GW 2 Andrew Crider, GW 2 Hunter Bowman, CPL Russell Epps, CAPT James McLaughl
Chandler Traylor, CPL Zack Hardy, GW 2 David Wright, GWFTravis Shrader, CPL Tyler Lewis, SGT Byron Young,
CPL Philip Stout, GW 2 Stetson Stevens, GW 2 Hunter Rush, GW 2 Kyle Faulknor
Back Rowl to R: SGT Bart Hendrix, SGT Eric Brown, GW 2 Bo Townsend, GW 2 Austin Biggers, GW 1 Tim Bledsoe
James Keener, GW 1 Amy King, GWFC 2 Mark Moyer, CPL Roger McConkey, CPL Chad Cox.
Not Pictured:CPL Brock Hoyt, GWFC 1 Charles Follin, GWFC 1 Ryan Thomas, GW 2 Jason Warren, GW Caleb Sct

The AMountain Work Sectiono is comprised of
Whitfield Counties. Section assignments are as follows: GW Travis Shiradatoosa, Cpl.

Kalem Burng Gilmer, Cpl. Roger McConkely Gordon, GW Ryan ThomasMurray, GW Caleb
Schachei Pickens, GW David Wright Whitfield, GW Hunter Ruslfi Fort Mt. State Park, and
supervisory Sgt. James Keener. The section covers a vast area of both state owned or controllgid
properties as well as large expanses of National Fhessds. Wildlife Management Areas

( WMAs) in the section include Rich Mt., Ca
Tract, Conasauga River, Johnés Mt., and McHnt
body of wat er , IGamanyeathérsmaleaifmoundnzests, nverd, and creeks.
State Parks and Historic Sites in the section include Fort Mt., Chief Vann House, New Echota, ang
Resaca Battlefield.

Corporal Shawn Elmore, and Game Warden Travis Shrader were patrolling Carters Lake WMA

in Murray County in an area where alcohol is prohibited and noticed several subjects consuming
alcoholic beverages and under the influence. Citations were issue@ faplgtions. After an



appearance in Murray County Probate Court, CPL EImore
received a call from one of
the suspect had given her name and identification to the
game wardens. Further investigation revealed the suspect
entered a guilty plea undarfalse name in Murray County
Probate Court. Warrants were taken for Perjury and
Impersonating Another During a Proceeding for the
actions in the Probate Court and additional warrants were
taken for Interference with a Game Wardens Dulties,
Underage posssion of alcohol, Under the influence on a
WMA, lllegal consumption of alcohol on a WMA, and
False Name and Date of Birth for the suspect under the
proper name.

Corporal Kalem Burns captured images of

suspect stealing WMA signs on Rich Mounta

Cartecay Tract WMA with a crowbar. The are

had been vandalized multiple times and Js

camera was placed on newly replaced WN =

signs. A suspect was obtained by informatig ===

located during a gefence search warrants S

Upon interviewing the suspect, the suspei® &

admitted to stealing a sign and gave Cpl. Bu

a different sign than what the suspect

photographed taking. Warrants were taken g

when thesuspectdurned themselves in to jail : "

they brought with more signs that had been stolen off the WMA. The suspect was charged wit
theft by taking, possession of tools of the crime, and criminal trespass on the WMA in Gilmer
County.

Corporal Kalem Burns and Game Warden Ryan Thomas were patrolling Cohutta WMA in Murray
County when they observed a vehicle driving at excessive speeds. They also observed that tHE
driver was not wearing a seat belt as required by law, and several mficevtodditions, so they
performed a traffic stop. During the stop, they discovered that the driver had multiple felony
warrants including armed robbery. When the officers approached the vehicle, the driver fled. The
pursued the vehicle for several milesfdre the vehicle eventually crashed through a fence into

the pasture of a local farmer. The suspect then exited the vehicle and attempted to flee on foot. THe
Game Wardens caught him and took him into custody without further incident. During a search of
the vehicle several blue pills were located that tested positive for fentanyl. The subject was charge
with multiple felony and misdemeanor violations in addition to the ones he was already facing.

Sergeant Ben Cunningham supervises the Counties of Dade, Walker, Chattooga, Floyd, and Poll|.
Game Wardens Cpl. Chad Cox, Cpl. Daniel Gray, GWFC Mark Moyer, GWFC Kyle Faulknor,

GWFC Andrew Crider, and GW Isaac Roberson make up the work section. Duriagttlyedr,
GWEFC Stetson Stevens (Dade County) was promoted to Corporal in Newton County. GW Isaad



Roberson graduated from the Game War den
for his class and is assigned to work Rocky Mtn PFA/Floyd Co@hty.l . Dani el
Andrew Crider assisted the Rome Fire
their tubes while floating on the Etowah
Game Wardens from tCheatdo®otgiaonCoangiys twehde ni nt
receiving 14 i nches @©pfChadeCioxuarrastad alsubjecson bperang day 4
of firearm deer season for hunting without big game license, without hunting license, hunting
without fluorescent orange, and possession of firearm by a convicted felon. GWFC Faulknor
worked a case in which andividual had taken over the limit of bucks on Johns Mtn WMA. In
January, Game Wardens in the section conducted a waterfowl! detail in Floyd County. During the
detail, 82 hunters and 22 vessels were checked, netting 17 warnings and citations. Aftegrecei
a complaint from the Ranger Hotline during turkey season, Cpl. Chad Cox was able to locate ang
interview a hunter who killed two turkeys in one day. The hunter was issued citations and warnings
for hunting without a license, hunting without a big gditense, failure to record turkey harvest,
and taking over the daily imiEgt . Ben Cunningham and GWFC C
after a tornado touched down, causing dama(
and GWFC KylesdmtueknorNWFTF Jakes Day Progr a
Cunningham, Cpl. Dani el Gray and GW I saac
Wings event in Rome. Game Wardens in the s
sprinng he@e Coosa River, in which they charged
GWEFC Kyle Faulknor worked hard on Pigeon Mtn WMA and Johns Mountain WMA and arrested
several subjects for various crimes, including DUI, driving on suspendeddicamnd felony drug
charges. GW Roberson has hit the ground running at Rocky Mtn PFA and has already arreste
two individuals who had outstanding arrest warrants. GWFC Andrew Crider has continued to be
involved in the Depart dirgmultiple event chroughautithisgastt e i
year, including Rome Braves LE Appreciation Night, Night Out in Fulton County, and a recruiting
event at Atlanta Motor Speedway. Cpl. Chad Cox received his 25 years of service award. Cpl

Daniel Gray was awarded the Rome

Optimist Club Officer of the Year -

recipient for DNR LED. CpIC h a d

organized the ann¥

Fishing Event

the age of 15

Cox, Cpl . Dani

Kyl e Faul knor

Program at J. L.

Crider compl gt e

Cpl. Chad Cox being presentg
with his 25year service awarg
by Colonel Thomas Barnard.

Game Wardens from Alabama an
Georgia meet to discuss the
upcoming hunting season.




Sergeant Keith Waddell 6s section consists off
Henry, and Clayton Counties. The Game Wardens in this work unit patrol West Point Lake along
with sections of the Chattahoochee and Flint Rivers. Severalcstaied properties are also
located within the work section including 3 Wildlife Management Areas, and 2 State Parks. Game
Wardens assigned to this work uare Corporal Russell Epps, Corporal Austin Biggers, Game
Warden Hunter Bowman, Game Warden Charlgir; and Game Warden Matthew Bramblett.
Game Warden Hunter Bowman remains assigned to Troup County. In 2022, Game Warde
Bowman was successful in receiving the Region 1 nomination for Rocky Wainwright Waterfowl
Award due to amxceptional year of waterfowl enforcement.

Game Warden Matthew Bramble
successfully completed the Ga
Warden Academy and the Fielf
Training officer program. He ha¢
settled into his new role as thj<"
Meriwether County Game Warden.
Corporal Russell Epps remai
assigned to Heard County. He
currently a member of the Critica
Incident Reconstruction Team and i§ .
certified POST Instructor teaching
Emergency Vehicle Operations, U = &
of Force, Wildlife, and Officer Water| +
Survival.

GW Austin Biggers was promoted to Corporal and remains assigned
to Pike County. Corporal Biggers completed training the final training
to be a POST Instructor for the Departmét. Sunday, 11/27/2022 at
2015 HRS, Corporal Austin Biggers was notified of a complaint
involving hunting deer at night and -

without permission in Henry County. After receiving the call, C

investigating the are&PL Biggers located a cellular trail came
near where the buck was killed. CPL Biggers seized the ca
and secured a search warrant for its contents as well as a Gedj
search warrarfor the area. After securing multiple search warra
andworking onthe case for several months, CPL Biggers fina
developed a suspect. After locating the suspect, CPL Bigf
executed an arrest warrant and took the suspect into custod
suspect was charged with hunting without permission and boq
into the HenryCounty Jail. Cpl. Biggers was successful
receiving the Region 1 Torch Award.




Sergeant Eric Brownds sec

Class Ryan Shorter, Game Warden Joe Ballard, Corp
Zack Hardy, Game Warden Chandler Traylor, and Corpg
Brock Hoyt. Sgt . Brownos F
Carroll, Coweta, Paulding, and rédson Counties. Over th¢ A Vi o B
past year, Sgt. Brownods % JA&8 T8 58 R _as sllo |
reached several notable milestones. ol '

Rooster Belt Challenge Harvests
2 g

GW Ballardgraduated from the 87Game Warden Academy, GW Traylor graduated from the
field training program, GWFC Shorter became a certified FTO, and Cpl. Hoyt became a certified
POST I nstructor. Sgt. Brownbés section was a
won the 2022 Regn 1 NWTF Award and Cpl. Hoyt won the 2022 Game Warden of the Year,
International Wildlife Crimes Stoppers Award, 2022 Southeast Torch Award, and 2023
Investigative Game Warden of the Year.

Some of the significant activity Sgt. Brow
of hunting turkeys over bait, 4 baited dove fields, over 50 hunting without permissions, over 50
fishing without permissions, 7 convicted felons apprehendedhdmting with a firearm, 7
drownings/body recoveries worked, and 11 trash dumping cases (2 felony).

Over the course of 2022, Cpl. Hoyt investigated a laigde poaching ring that was illegally
taking deer in Fulton County. The case included 40 search warrants of phones, houses, phorje
applications, and other electronic mediums. Ten illegally taken birtkbe class of 12060

inches were identified, and 120 arrest warrants were taken on six suspects. Charges includefp
hunting without permission, hunting license violations, hunting deer at night, controlled substance
possession (felony), hunting over thag limit, criminal trespass, theft by taking, and failure to
record harvest.



Sergeant Byron Young supervises Cherokee, Bartow, and

Counties and is responsible for Allatoona Lake. The officers i

section are Corporals Tyler Lewis, Phillip Stout, and Jasq

Roberson with Game Wardens Steven Martinez, Jason Wa

and Amy King. On Saturday December"1 Bgt. Byron Young

and Cpl. Philip Stout worked a road hunting detail in north

Bartow County. The officers set up on a field where several {

were actively feeding. Only 20 minutes into the detail a s

passenger car pulled over and shot a deer the public road. Sgt

Young and Cpl. Stout quickly stopped the car. The subject

charged with huimg from a public road, hunting from a motc

vehicle, and hunting without permission. The doe was donat

a local family in need. During this past year, members f

Sergeant Youngb6s section wer

Cpl. Tyler Lewis wa named as the Region X handler and

completed 12 weeks of-8 training at GPSTC. Cpl. Lewis ang

Cpl. Philip Stout completed FTO Training and SWAT traini

Cpl . 6s Lewis and Stout al so ‘

training and Cpl. Stout comgtied an additional 2 weeks of Firearms Instructor Training and one
additional week of Leskethal Instructor Training. Game Warden Steven Maritnez completed 3
weeks of CIRT boat incident training and 1 week of Sonar / ROV training. Corporal Tyler Lewis
wasnamed Georgla Game Warden of the Year.

On April 24, 2023, K9 Officer Corporal Tyler Lewis and his-&

Axel were called on to locate a weapon used in an aggravated assault
case in Jasper County. Two males were involved in an altercation on
April 22 when one of the males stabbed the other wittnige.
Investigators were unable to locate the weapon used in the assault.
Once on scene, R Axel was deployed in a wooded area behind a
residence. © Ax el soon | ocated the 7
blood. Thiswask9 Axel and Cploymertewi s 6

On Dcmr 1, 2022, Cpl. Tyler Lewis responded to-@nagress hunting without permission
complaint in Cherokee County. The complainant advised that he captured an image of a
individual hunting without permission on a cellular trail camera. Cpl. Lawised on scene and

A

vehiclebds regi st ered owne
interviewing the subject, it was determined that he was
individual captured in the photograph and was hunt

convicted felon. 5 total charges were filed including: hunt
without permission, hunting wiout license, possession of
firearm by a convicted felon and hunting big game over

The case is pending in the state court of Cherokee Coun




Region II- Gainesville
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Front Row, LR: Sgt. Casey Jones, GW Cody Tanner, GW Adam Kimbrough, Cpl. Shane Brown, Cpl. Craig Fulghum, Sc
Loudermilk, GW TR Dooley, GW Savannah Miller, GW Matt Kiracofe, Captain Derek Dillard, GW Bryan Price, GW Ethal
Franklin, GW Phillip NelsonGW Jason Harrison, Sgt. Cody Jones, GW Spencer Palmer, Cpl. Anne Wiley.

BackRow, L-R: Sgt. Jason Roberson, GW Ryan Locke, GW Kevin Goss, Cpl. Tim Butler, GW Brandon Pierce, GW Noat
Osborne, GW Joseph Cowart, Cpl. Matt Johnson, GW Taylor Gilmore, Cpl. Joe Hill, GW Jeffery Turner, Sgt. Brooks Vai
Not pictured: AOC Brenda Tanner, Secretary Tasha Lamb, Cpl. Dan Schay, Cpl. Beth Gilbert, Sgt. Tim Vickery, GW Jar
Wood, GW Mark Stephens

2023

GW TR Dooley and GWFC Et han
fields when they recognized
on the field. Before they
confirmation, the suspect s |
Game &fas d Dool ey, Frankl i n,
executed a search warrant for
l ong guns from his residence
charges.

Cpl. Anne Wil ey and
Chattahoochee River.
caught and kept 23 trout
per day. The suspect was
and dite were sei zed




Sever al Game Wardens were he
Chattahoochee WMA when they
back t o hi s vehicle wi t hou
interviewed the suspect and =S
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t hat tnhaen fciasnhee rf r om. Shor t | ys
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Cpl. Shane Brown started PMP this year
is a POST instructor and assisted with the
Academy. Cpl . Brown was alfsor itnlsd r33neUW ttad a

On JanWar2y021B33 Cpl. Brown responded to t
Brown | ocated the crash site and assisted

On Jully 2222, Cpl. Brown
after observing him using
the fish and the cast net

On Sept e'mb2er221,7 Cpl . Brown
bear kil . Sgt. Brown | ocp
suspect was charged, and t

I n early firearms deer sealp
a night deer hunt er . The
N hunting deer at night, hun
= &i hunting from a public road

year Cpl . N
y Association on i
public boat ramps.
past summer . Cpl
on County Road MmN@ aWwi
ns and installing the

On 32022 Cpl . Johnson
hunting from a public ro
deer hunting compl aint.

On -142022 Cpl
deer from NConrniondcAt twe tdharud assees. Cpl
|l e working the case and it was d
that state. North Car ol ionmna tGaemes uvdapr edcetn J
nua'ry2023, that same suspect killed a buck
big game | icense 44 smi nhuatde shilsatwirf.e rTehpaa
account . Cpl. Johnson obtained arrest warr

GWFC Savannah Miller compl eted
ATV instructor training. GWFC N
Forest WMA, Chestatee WMA and BI
|l ot of time thigcrpasi ngeadffas
eges and attending many car &

Atl anta Crime Suppression D

16




GWFC Miller documented 258 resource contact
checks, 263 fishing |icense checks and 118
arrests.

GWFC Jared Wood transferred
2022. GWFC Wood had seven ;
the past year. GWFC Wood al s g
including assists and i ss@GWRC
Wood also worked the Cop Cili
Suppression Detail several ti.

On -2 022 GWFC Wood a°
County man for posse.
convicted felon, hunt/
without a big game | i}
Ranger in

observed the

twhile in a f

= When GWFC Wood

to drive to the s

"his gun and ran.

'suspect and made

=

On DecéMmMb@WFGB Wood responded to
water f owl hunters shooting duck
responded he observed four hunt
water f owl (that were on the wat
ducks. plelclt st e rseuss harged for

il legally killed waterfowl was

GWFC Wood closed sever al i nvestigations t
several c¢charges of hunting deer at night,
|l icense violations.

he 2022 archery season GWFC Wood f
g up on these kills GWFC Wood was a

rged, and the bears were confiscateld.




GWFC Jeffery Turner is a SOG member and an JHo
Cop City details and Crime Suppression det ¢ |
checks, 354 fishing license chathsestslbhacVedsaea

I n | ate archery season of 2022 GWFC Turnerf d
a muzzleloader during the archery season. A
determined that the suspect HGAd|I walkhednt oo @Ah:
a fpawirnt buck. The suspect had also recordqd
the violations and the buck was confiscat ed]

On -AR2022 after a short investigation GWFC ur
Nati onal Forest Land, hunting with illegal e

On -22022 GWFC Turner <charged a Union Count r
from a public road and hunting from a motorj v

he SOG tfea
|l i cens C

GWFC Bryan Price was selected fo
hunting | icense checks, 265 fish
including assists.

On Octo'ber0229 GWFC Price followed up on ble a
the area where the bear was said to have bejen
GWFC Price also discovered ot herrchviwdrartamtnf
suspects property. After the investigatio W
violations including baiting bears, i nterfler |
recording anaonrsepamtdi mg neii milgatbhi g game over |ba
al so confiscated.

r t
i ng

On Decémbenz2a, GWFC Price charged a suspecty f
WMA hunt . The deer was confiscated.

On JanWWar2y0285 GWFC Price charged two suspedqts
driving in unauthorized areas after he t

On Friday, April 14', 2023, Corporal Stetson Stevens recei
an anonymous complaint in reference to the illegal harveg
2 Eastern Wild Turkey in Walton County. Cpl. Stevens mg
contact with a subject in possession of 2 turkeys in the beg
his truck. Upon further imgtigation, the subject was found t
have taken 2 turkeys earlier in the season for a total of 4 t

on the year. The subject was charged with 2 counts of Ta:
Over the Bag Limit, Recording and Reporting Requireme
for Game Anmals and Birds, and both turkeys we
confiscated and donated to a local family in need. :



These pictures are from an illegal dumping case Cpl. Locke made last Nov@minemen

were hired to haul off the tires. Fifteen total violations were documented, including four felony
charges for commercial dumping. This was a team effort with the igageé unit and the

Lanier work section.

Game Warden Adam Ki mbrough got the John
for DNR.




Region Ill - Thomson

The Region Il Law Enforcement Division i
comprised of twentgight counties from East Centra=8
Georgia to the Piedmont. Within the region, there &
twentyt hr ee Wil dl i fe Man a
(voluntary public access), nine State Parks, three P
Fishing Areas, three Public Dove Fields. Region I
home to Clarks Hill Lake, Lake Sinclair, Lake Juliet
Lake Tobesofkee, Lake Jackson and Lake Oco
River systems include the Savannah River, Ogee
River, Oconee River, Apalachee River, and
Ohoopee river. 34 post certified Game Wardens,
Administrative Assistant and a secretary are assig _ s _

Sgt. John Harwell, Elizabeth Bentley, Rainee Rowell, Cpt

to the region. DoyteChaffin

Promotions & Personnel Changes

Region Il welcomed Cpl. Kevin Godbee to fill Monroe Co, Cpl Dan Schay to fill Greene Co, GW
Clay Baker to fill Putnam Co, Sterling Gibson to fill Taliaferro Co, Jaron Hollinshead to fill
Baldwin/Lake Sinclair, Thomas Ledford to fill McDuffie & Mason Milléo fill Greene/Lake
Oconee. Cpl. Derrell Worth retired with 25 ye&@gt. Mark Patterson was promoted to lieutenant.
Cpl. Bobby Timmerman promoted from Cpl. to Sgt. Cpl. Wil Smith promoted from Cpl. to Sqt.
GW Saxon Campbell promoted to Cpl. & laterahisferred from McDuffie Co. to Richmond Co.
GW Jason Bennett promoted to Cpl. Sgt. Matt Garthright transferred to Clarks Hill Lake Section.
Cpl. Ben Payne transferred from Richmond Co. to Columbia/Clarks Hill. GW Cory Bohannon
transferred from Warren Cto Lincoln Co. GW Taylor Bingham transferred from Lincoln Co. to
Morgan Co B/S. Cpl. Jon Segars lateral transferred from Putnam Co. to Franklin Co. GW Lamar
Burns deployed to Kuwait from Dec. 2022 through Sept. 2023 with the US Army Reserve.

Personnel Awards

Cpl. Ricky Boles received the R3 Game Warden of the Year Award for the second year in a row.
GW Kevin Hurley received the R3 Waterfowl Award.

GW Levi Thompson received the R3 Boating Safety Officer of the Year Award.

Cpl. Saxon Campbell received the R3 Investigative Officer of the Year Award.

GW Cory Bohannon received the R3 Torch Award & the R3 NWTF Officer of the Year Award.
Cpl. Jason Bennett was the State Hunter Education GW Instructor of the Year in 2022.

Sgt. Bubba Stanford completed Drug Recognition Instructor training in Jacksonville, Florida as
well as NASBLA Advanced Seated Battery SFST in Lexington, Kentucky. Sgt. Stanford was
further tasked with managing the SFST training in the GW Academy and yeadyvices as
DNR6s Chief SFST Instructor.
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In the Community

Building community relations is important to thg
overall success of our Department. S
Garthrightos work se
positive community relations throughout theg
involvement in attending community wide eve

Fort Gordon Safety Day, Grovetown Nation

Night Out, C.S.R.A. NWTF Chapter Banque_

and the Belle Meade Hunt Club 911 Appreciatic -&" -
Banquet. Pictured is GWFC Levi Thompson a -v’
GW Kyle Kervin at the Columbia County Publi s
Safety Day Evat.

. The afternoon of JulyS1GW Jaron Hollinshead and Sgt.
| Bubba Stanford encountered Anniston Drew, age 7, and
Blaze Drew, age 9, wearing their life jackets on Lake
Sinclair. For their safety efforts they received CHigkA
. gift cards and DNR-$hirts.

Cpl. Jeff Billips conducted his annual kids fishing event in Glascock County. This event is in its
18" year. It was started by Cpl. Cary Deal and passed down to Cpl. Billips. Cpl. Billips expands
on the event every year.

GW Kyle Kervin met with schools across the section and scheduled several Hunter Safety Classeg.
Six hunter Ed classes were taught in the schools by the work unit.

Game Wardens worked the Georgia W ldlife
Buckarama answering questions from hunters and anglers. GWs Erin Paulk and Lamar Burns werj
tasked with developing a recruitment team statewide. Along with the statewiidd¢iviej an
excellent relationship is maintained with the schools, universities, and organizations within our
work unit of which we recruit fromNumerous photos and activities from the Work Unit were
shared on DNR LEDO®s s oc éedbdck fronetdeipablicsi t es wi t h




GW Cory Bohannon took the lead on an illega
dumping case in McDuffie County. A subject wg
seen hauling tires and was thought to hai
discarded them on a rural dirt road. Bohann
picked up the investigation and ran with it. It we
determined thahe subject was hauling tires out
Richmond County for profit and had dumped ¢ -
tires in McDuffie County. The subject was arrest

on Felony Dumping charges. ot

Helping Hand

Cpl. Kevin Godbee responded to a missing kayaker on
Towaliga River in Monroe Co. During this time of the year
river was at flood stage and the kayaker was stranded in a tr
off the main channel. Utilizing GSP Aviation with FLI

with a local landowner to secure a large vehicle that could for :
flood waters to get to the subject. Godbee successfully rescu

thetree it was stuck in.

GWs responded to and assisted with several search and rescues across their area as well as ag
assists. Wor k Unit GW6s have assisted the
patrols and searching for evidence related to area homicidepltities. The work unit assisted

with and provided joint agency training with Milledgeville Fire, Bibb County Fire, and the Bibb
County Sheriffés Office in reference to boa

Y Pies

On June 1, 2023, Cpl. Keith Page, Sgt. Brooks Varnell, GW Bobby
Sanders and GW Westin Rabon assisted the Lamar Co. SO. with
locating an elderly dementia patient that had wandered away from his
residenceCpl. Page and a pilot from the Ga. State Patrol spotted the
missing person lying on the ground in a thick wooded area clinging to
life. Cpl. Page radioed to ground units and was able to guide them to
the location of the missing subject. Pictured is GW Westin Rabon who
helped extract the subject from thende wooded area via UTV with
officers from the Lamar Co. SO.




Hunting & Fishing Activity

Prior to the start of deer season, Cpl. Shane Sartor received a complaint of two individuals nigh
hunting deer in Wilkes County. He was sent a snap chat photo of a subject cleaning a deer. Cp,
Sartor started an investigation into the illegal activitg esas able to gather enough evidence and
gain a confession from the two individuals to bring charges against them. Both individuals were
charged with hunting deer at night and hunting from a public road.

The Clarkos Hill Lake
extremely focused on BUI enforcement this
summer in efforts to keep our waterways safe.
Teamwork between two work sections has
played an important role in the success they
haves har ed in detecting
boating under the influence. In a combined
effort, the two work sections have arrested 26
individuals for BUI ,
and 5 off the Savannah River. Pictured is Cpl.
Payne and GW Taylor Binghamonducting
field sobriety tests.

GW Westin Rabon and Sgt. Sweat received a call about a suspigig:
person on the Marben Farm PFA. The individual was hiding i
woods and had approached a GM Tech for a ride. GWs respa
to the area and did not locate the subject. DN Keith Page wa
called to track the subject. At this time, we received a call th
vehicle was stuck in Shepherd Pond. We located the vehicle
identified the subject we had received the complaint on. Sh¢
after, we located the subject headed back to the velAdter ¢
interviewing the subject, we could not determine why he drove,
vehicle into the pond. We spl
advised he was suffering from mental illness and needed help
called for an ambulance, but the subject refusedical attention.
With no other options and discussing it with his mother, we arre
the subject, and a tow service recovered the vehicle.




Cpl. David Fisher and GW Clay Baker contacted Charles
Miller and twoof his friends during a successful alligator hunt
on the Ocmulgee River. The gator measured just underl2 feet
in length.

Il n Dec. GW Kevin Hurley along with GWb6s Welpti
swamp in central Crawford that had 6 hunters engaged in duck hunting. Upon dragging the swam

for bait, we found a large area that was baited with whole corn. We hathaht€rs meet us at

the Crawford County Sheriffés office to isdque
total of 10 ducks seized. GW Gresham gave the seized ducks to a needy family in Peach Count

Cpl. Saxon Campbell and GW Kyle Kervin placed a camera on the Phinizy Swamp WMA
gate and discovered suspicious activity was taking place. All in the work unit monitor this camera
and try to respond to activity. The camera has assisted with apprehdnmaiomeoous violations
from driving around a gate to destruction of state property. We also found that it is an area being
used to try what appears to be altered firearms (Felony). ATF is currently assisting with
investigations

The work section combated one of t
most detrimental impacts to the fi

population on Lake Oconee, individua|
netting and gill netting game fis
Pictured is Cpl. Ricky Boles afte
catching two different groups cas
netting game fis

morning. Together, the violator
possessed 78 illegally caught game fis
total for the year, he caught 6 differe
groups illegally netting game fish.

Sgt. Smithés work unit took part in the Morjga
Safety Day. o They taught 9 different progrjlam
partnered with GA Power to host a public interaction meeting a Badke Church in Greensboro,
answering questions from the public related to boating on Lake Oconee. Cpl. Ricky Boles
participated in an outdoors adventure day at Black Dog Farm in Morgan County where over 100
participants took part in a fishing rodeo. dadition to helping youth learn to fish, Cpl. Boles set

up the youth archery equipment and gave the kids an opportunity at shooting sports.
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GW Skyler Redmond, Cilaxon CampbelBgt.Bobby Cpl. Shane Sartor, GW Thomas Ledford, GW @Gmfgannon
Timmerman, GW Kyle Kervin, C@leff Billips GW Levi Thompson, Cpl. Ben Payne, Sgt. Matt Garthright

et
ryan Gresham,
GW Westin Rabon, Cpl Kevin Godbee, GW David Wepb,
Keith Page, K9 Rio (GW Niki Spenc&& GW Lamar Burns
not pictured)

GW Jaron Hollinshead, GW Clay Baker, GW Erin
McDade, CplDavid Fisher, CplJason Bennett, Sgt
Bubba Stanford

S e FV" s e
Cpl. Ricky Boles, GW sterling Gibson, GW Mason Mille
Cpl. Dan Schay, GW Taylor Bingham (Sgt. Wil Smith n
pictured)




Region IV- Metter

wr 7 ¢ ~ e 2
s R A = e

Left to right: front row: GW Jack Thain,-B Case, GW Benayah Hawkins, GW Dylan Bennett, Cpl. Camer:
Dyal, GW John Kennedy, GW Bol®agnders, KO Creed, 2 row: Capt. Bob Lynn, GW Connor Moon, GW
Luke Rabun, Sgt. Morty Wood, GW Evan Nobles, Sgt. Shaymus McNeely, Cpl. Mike Wilcox, GW Dylan
Back row: Sgt. Kevin Joyce, Cpl. Clint Jarriel, Cpl. Rodney Horne, Cpl. Robert Stillwell, Cpl. Jordan
Crawford, S¢ Clint Martin, and GW Randell Meeks. Not pictured: Sgt. Chris Moore, Cpl. Patrick Gibbs, :
Cpl. Tim Hutto

by

Region IV AiThe Metter Regiono includes 27
Coastal Plains of Georgia. Consisting mainly large fields of various crops that include corn,
soybeans, peanuts, cotton, and watermelons. Huge tracts of plamgsdupd hardwood bottoms

that drain into the many creeks and rivers of southeast Georgia occupy the remaining rura
landscape. Wardens patrol over 121,000 acres of public land that includes-fiverstate
properties that are operated by the DepartrobeN&atural Resources, multiple VPA properties and

the public dove fields on Department of Corrections properties in Tattnall County.

Personnel

Office Staff

The Metter office personnel: Captain Bob Lynn, Administrativ |
Sergeant Kevin Joyce. Administrative Assistant 3 April Thrifi
and Secretary Christina Colquitt

Field Staff
Sergeant Shaymus McNeelyds section:
Jack Thain with KO Case
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Sergeant Chris Moor eds sCerparal Gim Jarri€l, ciGkWp®D Bohbly tr
Sanders with KO Creed, GWFC Randell Meeks

Sergeant Clint Martinbés section: Corporal jlo d
Moon, GW Evan Nobles, GW Benayah Hawkins

Sergeant Morty Wooddos section: Corpor al er
Hutto, GW John Kennedy, and GW Dylan Brady

Personnel Changes
Region IV welcomed new Wardens from the 37th Game Warden Academy to the Region:
1 Dylan Benneti Appling County
1 Benayah HawkinsLaurens County
Transfers Out
1 GW Bryan Gresham from Appling to Peach County in Region Il
1 GW Jack Corbett to WRD

Region Personnel Awards
1 Corporal Luke Rabun nominated for GW of the Year
Corporal Clint Jarriel nominated for Game Warden Hunter Ed Instructor of the Year
GWFCEvan Nobles nominated for Waterfowl Award
Corporal Luke Rabun nominated for TORCH Award
Corporal Luke Rabun nominated for Investigative Game Warden of the Year
GWEFC Bobby Sanders nominated for National Wild Turkey Federation Award

Responding to calls across the state.

Region IV Wardens have responded, along with the other regions, to assist in the Atlanta Crimg
Suppression Detail. This has been a multiyear commitment for the Division. Wardens work
alongside other state agencies in this detail to protect the citizethe ofetro Atlanta area.

Wardens also responded to Tybee Island to assist with the vessel and ATV patrols for the larg
crowds that gathered several times this spring and summer. Wardens were able to use their uniggle
abilities of woodland and ATV patrol teelp protect state and local resources at the future site of

the Atlanta Public Safety Training Center 0\
northern regions when they requested extra help to work boating safety during the busy summe
boaing season on the large lakes.

Night Hunting

With a large majority of the region being rural, night hunting remains a top complaint. Region IV
contacted 34 groups that resulted in over 200 documented violations. Feral hogs and coyotes haye
open seasons and can be hunted at night. The use of weapated thermal/night vision optics

have increased with more affordable units coming available to the public. These devices are uselj
for legal hunting of hogs and coyotes, and for illegal hunting of deer at night. Violations of hunting
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without permission, hunting without licenses, hunting from a vehicle and hunting from a public
road can still be issued to hog and coyote hunters.

In October 2022, Corporal Patrick Gibbs was working a ni
hunt and without permission complaint. Cpl. Gibbs stopped
same UTV in the picture after observing it stopping in the r ‘

SEPTEMBER 22,11:20 PM

and blacking outThere were 5 long guns, 2 pistols, night visi

optics and thermal vision optics inside the side by side w e
turned out to be a Polaris Ranger XP1000. The occup . -‘3’2—'1
admitted to shooting hogs on the previous date. Violation - -
hunting without permissig hunting from a vehicle and huntin

from a publicroad were issued.

On October 15, 2022, Corporal Jordan Crawford and Game Warden
First Class Jack Thain started an investigation into night deer
hunting activity on Honey Ridge Road in Effingham County. After
several weeks of investigation and interviews, a suspect was
idertified and interviewed. This suspect admitted his and others
involvement in a different night hunting incident. This suspect and
two others identified were charged with hunting deer at night,
hunting big game from a public road, and hunting from a vehicle

On December 31, 2022, GW Dylan Brady was working a night hunt detail
Wiley Branch Road. He observed a tuck make several laps around a field a

the road from him and then heard a gunshot. He observed the truck pull to a car s

avg
o\

deer at night were documented on botinme

Waterfowl

Waterfowl hunting is a staple of hunting in South Georgia. Region IV has thousands of acres of
flooded creek bottoms, rivers, farm ponds, lakes, and swamps. Beavers can add to the acres of ng
duck holes by damming up creeks. With the popularity of theitycand the wide range of habitat,
hunters often rely on shooting roosts after hours or over bait to gain an unfair advantage.




During the 20242022 duck season GW Connor Moon located

a group of subjects shooting ducks after hours in Laurens
County. GW Moon checked the roost pond prior to the 2022
2023 second season and located corn poured around the pond.
GW Moon passed the infaration onto GW Evan Nobles
because he was going to be working the Atlanta Crime
Suppression Detail. GW Nobles caught 4 subjects shooting the
pond. The day before the subjects shot the pond, they removed
all the visible bait. The 5 ducks were confiscatul] the 4
subjects were charged with hunting waterfowl over bait and 1
subject was charged with hunting with illegal ammunition

In November, Corporal Patrick Gibbs checked a group of 10 duck hun"
on Wolf Creek in Candler County. Upon inspection of the area, Cpl Gik
located bait. To begin with the hunters stated that they knew about the ¢ = -
but one later came and admitted#iting the area eight days before withou#is
knowledge of the others. One violation of hunting over bait wg
documented. The other adults received warnings. The ducks
confiscated and donated to a local church.

On the last day of duck season Corporal Patrick Gibbs
received a complaint of someone hunting ducks after hours in
Evans County. Corporal Gibbs ar@brporal Clint Jarriel
responded to the area. Two people were observed retrieving
ducks in the dark. Both violators were charged with hunting
waterfow! after hours. One violator was charged with taking
over the daily limit. Seven ducks were taken witle being a
banded duck. The waterfowl were donated to the Paul
Anderson Youth Home.




Cpl. Robert Stillwell received a complaint about a baited duck pondgg#
Bleckley County next to the Ocmulgee WMA. Cpl. Stillwell and GV

the pond. When the second duck season came in GA\W Hobles and
Cpl. Jason Bennett checked 3 subjects hunting the pond. After chec
the pond and locating various types of grain the 3 subjects were ch
with hunting waterfowl over bait and 8 ducks were confiscated

Turkey and Dove Seasons

Turkey hunting in the spring and dove shoots in the fall signal the beginning and end to the ho
summers of South Georgia. Each season has its own unique challenges, but both keep Wardejis
busy looking for illegal bait. Turkey season has many changes hagpgertry to increase the
population of the wild turkey. The season was shorten, and several new restrictions on harvestin
gobblers were put in place this year.

In April, GW Luke Rabon and GW Dylan Brady responded to a
hunting complaint that started with the picture to the left. The
complainant state that there were hunting without permission and one
hunter had a scoped rifle. Wardens were able to locate tisg&idnd

track the hunters to a hole that had been cut in the fence and crossed
onto the adjoining property. After a tip from the local Sheriff, the
wardens contacted the adjoining landowner. While interviewing the
suspected offenders, wardens got admrssof the violations. At that
time violations for hunting without permission, and failure to record
harvest were documented on all three offenders. Hunting with illegal
weapon and hunting without big game license were documented on
one offender.

On opening morning of dove season, GW Evan Nobles and G
Connor Moon located a shoot in a sunflower field in Telfa
County. After locating bait in the field, they confiscated, 18
doves, 12 subjects were issued citations for hunting over bait a
of the subjects were issued citations for taking over the daily lim
The doves were donated to a needy family in Telfair County



Environmental enforcement

Region IV Game Wardens assist local agencies with environmental complaints as well as keeping
an eye for violations themselves. Wardens investigate multiple complaints each year that includg
illegal tire dumps and tire burns, illegal burns, and trash dugnjn many instances these cases

require many man hours to stake out and/or resources such as Spartan trail cameras to be plage
to monitor dump sites.

patrolling for fishing activity on the Alapativer. They came | . * E)
across a large pile of trash under the Hwy 319 bridge next to )
river. Upon going through the trash they were able to loce
several pieces of evidence with names and an address.
interviewing the person named in the trash, wardemsied that ¥

the large pieces of trash came from a newly acquired prop

The person being interviewed showed a CashApp receipt whi

they paid a family member to take the trash and household t

to a local dumpsite. After completing the investigatiowo

people were charged with dumping of egregious litter greater thar

500 Ibs. The fines were paid, and the trash was removed.

Boat Safety

Wardens patrol many miles of rivers in the region, from the small black water rivers like the
Alapaha and the Ohoopee to the larger rivers like the Altamaha and the Savannah. While enforcin
creel limits is an important task performed by wardens, boatyséd by far the most vital.

Preventing drownings by ensuring boaters have the necessary safety equipment on their boat}.
Wardens also patrol waterways to enforce boating under the influence laws as well.

Wardens respond to calls for assistance for missing or drowned pergis
every year. Many of these incidents take several days or weeks to rec
the missing person. In the attached picture region wardens were sear
the Savannah River for a missingg@n. A boat was found by anothe
boater and a report made to GWFC Jack Thain. After GWC Thain initi

the search, he and other wardens worked in shifts until a recovery ¢
made several days later.




Region V- Albany

L to R: Scott Carroll, Eric White, Steve Robinson, Dean Gibson, Ryan Buice, Alex Chambers, Seth May, Blake
Chafin, Jim Atchley, Greg Wade, Drew Beverly, Steve Thomas, Badonon, Rick Sellars, KP Boatright, Al

Greer, Logan South, Thomas Sibley, Tony Cox, Quinn Fogle, Drew Weathersby, Jeremy Bolen, Eric Is@m and K
ABOO (Not Pictured Greg Castelli and Jesse Harri son)

The Region V Law Enforcement Division is comprised of thote counties in the southwest
portion of the state with the headquarters located in Albany. Within the region there are seve
large reservoirs, two major rivers, a multitude of smaller streagigeen wildlife management
areas, two Public Fishing Areas, nine State Parks, Eufaula National Wildlife Refuge, and Ft. Moore
Military Base.

Currently, the region has twenrtgur POST certified Game
Wardens, with twentywo assigned field duties, and
Captain Rick Sellars and Sergeant Quinn Fogle assigned
administrative responsibilities. The region currently does
not have a nogworn administrage staff member, Taylor
Sibley left the Administrative Assistant Il position in July

of this year to pursue a career as an Elementary School
Teacher.

o R: Captain Rick Sellars, AOC Tayl8ibley Sg
Quinn Fogle




The Regionés 31 counties are divided

Lake Blackshear Work Section

Sergeant Al Greero6s work section encompasse|s
These counties are Dooly, Crisp, Macon, Sumter, Schley, and Lee. The section is responsible fg
the Flint River from the north Macon County line to the sowgh County line and includes Lake
Blackshear. Within the six counties, the work section is responsible for law enforcement on Flint
River WMA, Montezuma Bluffs WMA, Cordele Fish Hatchery, and Georgia Veterans State Park.

This year, several changes occurred in
Sgt . Greer 06s secti ofn.
First Class Blake Chafin was promoted
to Corporal and transferred to Dooly

County. Corporal Logan South

transferred to Oconee County in Region
[I. Game Warden Cadet Tanner Rundle
beame a new member of the section in
September of last year. Game Warden
Tanner Rundle graduated the Game
Warden Academy in April of this year

and is currently assigned to Sumter
County. Corporal Jesse Harrison is

<

Lto R: AIexChamber, Blke Cfn, Sgt.l Grer, and Cpl. Lc . .
South (not pictured Cpl. Jesse Harrison, GW Tanner Rundle) ~ assigned to Crisp County.

The makeup of the section has both rural ar
urban aspects contained within it. With t
population intertwined with rural farmland an
large timber tracts, the work section spent o
450 hours working citizen complaints this ye
The section issue®2 total citations and warningj -
enforcing the laws, while protecting the citizel®,
and wildlife of this state. The section worked o
boating incident and one drowning that occur
on Lake Blackshear. While enforcing the boati
safety laws on the FlintRiver and Lake

hunting deer at night and worked two hunti
incidents.



Lake Seminole Work Section

Sgt Coxb6s Work Section includes Decatur,
Game Wardens in this work unit patrol Lake Seminole, Flint River, Chattahoochee River,
Ochlocknee River, Spring Creek and Tir¢ ¥ Vo |

Creek Reservoir. The work section consists : Y/

Sgt. Tony Cox, Cpl. Steve Thomas, Cpl. Thom

Sibley, GW KP Boatright and GW Seth Ma

h

This year, Game Wardens made seven BUI ari
along with four counts of child endangermer
They also investigated eight boating inciden
and one drowning. Game Wardens recorde
total of 547 violator contacts. Out of tho\;
contacts, 14 individuals eve charged f L to R: Cpl. Steve Thomas, Cpl. Thomas Sibley, Sgt. Tony
Hunting Out of Season which included seve Seth May, and KP Boatright
species ranging from deer, alligator, turkey, and a bobcat. There were eleven Hunting Deer a
Night, fifteen Hunting Big Game from a Public Road, twelve
Hunting from a Motor Vehicle, nine Huntgn Without
Permission, and one Fishing Without Permission. There were
also three individuals charged for Possession of a Firearm by a
Convicted Felon. A total of 25 individuals were charged with
| Hunting Over Bait. Also, during this year, GWs in the work
section worked closely with U.S. Fish and Wildlife on an
- investigation into commercial hunting for waterfowl and dove
and should be concluding soon.

Due to his hard work and dedication, GW KP Boatright received
the Region 5 nomination for Game Warden of the Year and
Wildlife Investigator of the Year. He was also awarded

GW. KP Boatright with the NAWEO NAWEOA Torch Award.

Torch Award

Albany Work Section

The Albany work section is comprised of Dougherty, Worth, Mitchell, Colquitt, Brooks, and
Thomas Counties, encompassing approximately 3000 square miles. The major waterways withi
these counties are Lake Worth, Kinchafoonee Creek, Muckalee Creek, Ochldtikee, Flint

River, and Little River. This work section holds 4 Wildlife Management Areas




y (Chickasawhatched|lbany Nursery,
Doerun Pitcher Plant Bog, River
Creek) and 1 State Park (Reed
Bingham). This section is currently
patrolled by three Game Wardens:
Sergeant Greg Wade (K9 Cuff),

- Corporal Eric White, and Corporal

| Drew Beverly.

Throughout the year, Game Wardens
in the Albany section issued 521
. citations and warnings. Some

o 2 | : violations of note are: 5 arrest for
L to R: Drew Beverly, Sgt. Greg Wade, and Cpl. Eric White Boating/Hunting Under the
Influence (these numbers do not include Child Endangerment BUI), 4 subjects charged with
Hunting Deer at Night (some charged multiple times for different occurrences), and 44 subject
being charged with Hunting/ Fishing Without Permission. Wardens respémdad investigated
75 citizen complaints of hunting, fishing, boating, or environmentaltiwols, 1 boating incident,
2 hunting incidents, and 2 drownings.

Cpl. Eric White investigated a night hunting complaint in Worth County which ultimately led to 3
subjects being charged with multiple counts of: Hunting Deer at Night, Hunting Without
Permission, Hunting from a Motor Vehicle, Felon with a Firearm (2),Raogliding a Firearm to

a Felon (1). In total Cpl. White secured 16 separate search warrants for cell phone data, home
vehicles, and businesses and swore 59 arrest warrants for the involved parties.

Game Warden Drew Beverly promoted to Corporal after
Corporal David Jones assumed a permanent position within
the Investigative Unit. Cpl. Beverly was awarded the
Region 5 Waterfowl and Torch Award recipient, and the
State Rocky Wainwright Waterfowl Officesf the Year
Award after he worked diligently to apprehend and educate
waterfowl hunters. Cpl. Beverly charged 31 subjects with
violations related to waterfowl hunting and warned an
additional 13 for lesser violations. He was recognized at the
10" Annual Law Enforcement Division Award Banquet.

Cpl. Drew Beverly with the Rocky
Wainright Waterfowl Award

Columbus Work Section

Sergeant Bolendbs section consists of Harris
Counties. The Game Wardens in this work unit patrol Lake Harding, Lake Oliver, Goat Rock,
along with several miles of the Chattahoochee and Flint Riverstéeteteowned properties are
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