
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Director 
Colonel Thomas 

Barnard 

Commissioner 
Mark Williams 

 



2 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Major Stephen Adams 

 

Headquarters 
 

Major Bob Holley  

Lt. Colonel Mike England, 

Assistant Director 

Colonel Thomas Barnard, Director 



3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lt. Judd Smith Lt. Wayne Hubbard 

Mark McKinnon  

Headquarters Support Staff 
 

Lt. Wanda Roberts 

Jamie Hawkins Kim Cato Jen Hammonds 

Ashley Moon Taye Pierce 

Sharon Sims Shannon Witcher 



4 

 

The Vision of the Law Enforcement Division is to ensure that 

Georgiaôs natural resources will be conserved for our present and 

future generations.  

 

The Mission of the Law Enforcement Division is to conserve our 

natural resources and to protect the people we serve. We maintain 

public support through fair and vigorous law enforcement, quality 

education, and community involvement. We commit ourselves to our 

Vision and Mission by practicing our core beliefs, which are trust, 

fairness, and professionalism. 

 

Headquarters  
The Georgia Department of Natural Resources, Law Enforcement Division, currently has 190 

POST-certified Game Wardens with statewide authority and full arrest powers and 26 non-sworn 

staff members. The primary duties of these Game Wardens are enforcement of all laws and 

regulations pertaining to hunting, fishing, commercial fishing, environmental violations, and 

recreational boating, as well as to provide public safety on all our DNR-controlled properties. 

 

The Law Enforcement Division operates with a straight-line chain of command. It consists of the 

Colonel, Lt. Colonel, two Majors, eight Captains (6 Region Supervisors, 1 Training Director, 1 

Pilot), seven Lieutenants (database management, special permits/captive wildlife and wild 

animals, boating law administrator and administrative support, professional standards, 

investigations, 2 pilots), and 171 field Game Wardens (Sergeants, Corporals, Game Wardens First 

Class, and Game Wardens).   
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Vehicles & Equipment 

Throughout the year, the Law Enforcement Division acquired some new vehicles and equipment, 

utilizing funding from various sources. Ten new 4x4 Ford patrol vehicles, five KIA SUVs, and 

one UTV for the coastal region were purchased this past year. New equipment included the riot 

gear and riot gas masks for select personnel. The Division is also updating all the ATVs, adding 

lights and kill switches. 

 

Ranger Hotline  

The Ranger Hotline program, which provides a way for citizens to report anonymously potentially 

illegal wildlife and other conservation law violations, continues to be successful. If the information 

leads to an arrest, the tipster receives a cash reward funded by the Georgia Natural Resource 

Foundation, whose mission is to protect wildlife by increasing public support for wildlife law 

enforcement. Last year, 320 tips were received for various violations.   

 

OTHER SPECIAL LAW ENFORCEMENT ISSUES  

 

Crime Suppression 

This past fiscal year the illegal street racing and crime in the City of Atlanta has improved with 

the multi-agency crime suppression effort. Governor Brian Kemp initiated this collaborative effort 

last year between the Department of Natural Resources, Georgia State Patrol, Georgia Bureau of 

Investigation, Atlanta Police Department, Fulton County Sheriffôs Office, and the City of South 

Fulton, to assist in the city on weekends with the objective of cracking down on criminal activity 

and illegal street racing in and around Atlanta. Since its inception in early 2021, the operation has 

logged 31,214 vehicle stops, 743 pursuits, 709 DUIs, 589 wanted persons, 558 reckless driving, 

159 stolen guns, 21,092 citations/arrests, 1,638 impounded vehicles, 24,363 warnings, and 275 

drug arrests. Game Wardens from across the state continue to be deployed on Saturdays and 

Sundays for this operation.  

 

JEA Patrols 

The Joint Agreement #19 between Georgia DNR and NOAA Office of Law Enforcement called 

for GADNR enforcement personnel to provide a total of 1,604 hours of marine law enforcement 

or related work under the agreement. Georgia has 5 Execution Priorities. They are Endangered 

Species, Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act, National Marine 

Sanctuaries Act, Marine Mammal Right Whale, and Lacey Act/International (IUU).   

Vessel patrol hours targeted the following areas: 1) shrimp trawlers checking for TED compliance, 

2) intercepts of recreational and commercial fishing vessels returning to Georgia seaports from 

fishing trips in federal waters, 3) offshore patrols to Special Management Zones and Grayôs Reef 

National Marine Sanctuary, 4) concentrations of fishing vessels wherever they occur in the 

Exclusive Economic Zone adjacent to the State of Georgia, 5) intercepts of recreational fishing 

vessels for Red Snapper compliance, and 6) Inspection of shipping container at the Georgia Ports. 

These patrols resulted in 6 state charges and 12 Federal Cases sent to NOAA OLE.  

 

 

 

 

http://georgianrf.org/
http://georgianrf.org/
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Public Affairs  

Media Relations and Public Outreach  

As the COVID-19 pandemic continued, media news conferences and ride-alongs with Game 

Wardens were limited. News releases, radio and TV interviews, and social media posts were the 

primary information channels for the start of the boating and hunting seasons, ñOperation Dry 

Water,ò and the July 4th Holiday weekend to promote safe boating and swimming safety and to 

educate citizens on boating laws and how they are applied. Additionally, news releases, I & E 

presentations and speeches to various civic groups, and regular news media interviews and 

interaction were utilized throughout the year to disseminate information to the public on the 

Divisionôs hunting, fishing, and boating enforcement efforts, and awards and recognitions received 

by game wardens.  

 

Social Media  

LED manages a Facebook page that is over 76,000 page ñLikesò (people who regularly view the 

page). Many of LEDôs Facebook posts have a ñReachò (number of people who may see the post 

through their friends who ñLikeò the page) that exceeds 100,000, and occasionally, some are above 

500,000. The Division also has an Instagram account with over 7,500 followers, a Twitter account 

that currently has over 1,700 followers, and a YouTube Channel with multiple safety-related 

videos that has over 600 subscribers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



7 

 

Previous Game Wardens of the Year  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

William Powell                    1980 

W.D. Hill, Jr.                        1981 

Michael Bone                       1982  

William Vickers                   1983 

Dan Parrish                           1984  

Ronald Bailey                       1985 

Ralph Sheppard                    1986 

Roger D. Garrison                 1987 

James McDaniel                   1988 

Doug Lewis                          1989 

Terry West                            1990 

W. Howard Hensley, Jr.        1991 

Dennis Aderholt                    1992 

Bill Bunch                             1993 

Arvid Edwards                      1994 

Mitchell H. Yeargin              1995 

Jeff Weaver                           1996 

Mike Commander                  1997 

  Phillip Scott                            1998 

  Stanley Elrod                        1999 

  Rick Sellars                          2000 

 

 

 

David Ruddell                     2001 

Derek Dillard                      2002 

Mike Barr                           2003 

Harry E. Akins                   2004 

Eric Brown                        2005 

John Murphy                      2006 

Shane Sartor                       2007 

Mike Binion                       2008 

Brian Hobbins                    2009 

Cindy Miller                      2010 

Timothy Butler                   2011 

Jason Roberson                  2012 

David Webb                       2013 

Greg Wade         2014 

Casey Jones                            2015 

Eddie Tompkins  2016 

Brian Adams   2017 

Cody Jones   2018 

Quinn Fogle   2019 

Ryan Locke   2020 

John Rhodes   2021 

 

                 


