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The Vision of the Law Enforcement Division is to ensure that
Georgiads natur al ved®rourpresendanavi | |
future generations.

The Mission of the Law Enforcement Division is to conserve our
natural resources and to protect the people we serve. We maintain
public support through fair and vigorous law enforcement, quality
education, andcommunity involvement. We commit ourselves to our
Vision and Mission by practicing our core beliefs, which are trust,
fairness,and professionalism.

Headquarters

The Georgia Department of Natural Resources, Law Enforcement Division, currentl@has
POSTcertified Game Wardens with statewide authority and full arrest powerssarahaworn

staff members. The primary duties of these Game Wardens are enforcenadintaafs and
regulations pertaining to hunting, fishing, commercial fishing, environmental violations, and
recreational boating, as well as to provide public safety on all our-EoviiRolled properties.

The Law Enforcement Division operates with a straige chain of command. It consists of the
Colonel, Lt. Colonel, two Majors, eight Captains (6 Region Supervisors, 1 Training Director, 1
Pilot), seven Lieutenants (database management, special permits/captive wildlife and wild
animals, boating law admstrator and administrative support, professional standards,
investigations, 2 pilots), and’1field Game Wardens (Sergeants, Corporals, Game Wardens First
Class, and Game Wardens).




Vehicles & Equipment

Throughout the year, the Law Enforcement Divisamquired some new vehicles and equipment,
utilizing funding from various sources. Ten new 4x4 Ford patrol vehifiles KIA SUVs, and

one UTV for the coastal region were purchased this past year. New equipment included the rio
gear ad riot gas masks for select personnel. The Division is also updating all the ATVs, adding
lights and kill switches.

Ranger Hotline

The Ranger Hotline program, which provides a way for citizens to report anonymously potentially
illegal wildlife and other conservation law violations, continues to be successful. If the information
leads to an arrest, the tipster receives a cash rewad@duby theGeorgia Natural Resource
Foundation whose mission is to protect wildlife by increasing public support for wildlife law
enforcement. Last yea20tips were reeived for various violations.

OTHER SPECIAL LAW ENFORCEMENT ISSUES

Crime Suppression

This past fiscal year the illegal street racing and crime in the City of Atlanta has improved with
the multtagency crime suppression effort. Governor Brian Kempatei this collaborative effort

last year between the Department of Natural Resources, Georgia State Patrol, Georgia Bureau {|f
|l nvestigation, Atlanta Police Department, H(u |
Fulton, to assist in the city ameekends with the objective of cracking down on criminal activity

and illegal street racing in and around Atlanta. Since its inception in early 2021, the operation has
logged 31,214 vehicle stops, 743 pursuits, 709 DUIs, 589 wanted persons, 558 reckiess dr

159 stolen guns, 21,092 citations/arrests, 1,638 impounded vehicles, 24,363 warnings, and 27}
drug arrests. Game Wardens from across the state continue to be deployed on Saturdays af|d
Sundays for this operation.

JEA Patrols

The Joint Agreement #19 between Georgia DNR and NOAA Office of Law Enforcement called
for GADNR enforcement personnel to provide a total of 1,604 hours of marine law enforcement
or related work under the agreement. Georgia has 5 Execution PrioritiesafEhEypdangered
Species, MagnuseBtevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act, National Marine
Sanctuaries Act, Marine Mammal Right Whale, and Lacey Act/International (IUU).

Vessel patrol hours targeted the following areas: 1) shrimp trawlers chémkirgD compliance,

2) intercepts of recreational and commercial fishing vessels returning to Georgia seaports fro
fishing trips in federal waters, 3) offshor]e
National Marine Sanctuary, 4) concentragoof fishing vessels wherever they occur in the
Exclusive Economic Zone adjacent to the State of Georgia, 5) intercepts of recreational fishing
vessels for Red Snapper compliance, and 6) Inspection of shipping container at the Georgia Port}.
These patrolsesulted in 6 state charges and 12 Federal Cases sent to NOAA OLE.


http://georgianrf.org/
http://georgianrf.org/

Public Affairs

Media Relations and Public Qutreach

As the COVID19 pandemiccontinued media news conferences and radengs withGame
Warders werelimited. News releases, radio and TV interviews, and social media weststhe

primary information channels fahest art of the boating and huyjnt

Wat er , 0 a f Holidajhveeekand fo prombte safe boating and swimming safety and to
educate citizens on boating laws and how they are appldditionally, news releases, | & E
presentations and speeches to various civic groups, and regular news media interviews a
interactionwere utilized throughout the yearo disseminate informatioto the publicon the
Divisionds hunting, fishing, and boating en
by game wardens

Social Media
LED manages a Facebook page thatver76,000page f#ALi keso (peopl e

page). May of LEDG6s Facebook posts have a AReadqho

through their friends W00600fahdiodcasionally,lsene graahpame
500,000. The Division also has &nstagram account with over 7,500 followe$witter account
that currently haover 1,700 followers, anda YouTube Channel with mullg safetyrelated
videosthathas over 600 subscribers.
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Previous Game Warders of the Year
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William Vick
Dan Parri sh
Ronal d Bail e
Ral ph Sheppa
Roger D. Gar
James McDani
Doug Lewis
Terry West
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Arvid Edward
Mi tchell H.
Jfef Weaver
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Jason Rob S
David Web
Greg Wade
Casey Jones
Eddi e Tompki
Brian Adams
Cody Jones
Quinn Fogl e
Ryan Locke
John Rhodes
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