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The Vision of the Law Enforcement Division is to ensure that
Georgiads natur al ved®rourpresendanavi | |
future generations.

The Mission of the Law Enforcement Division is to conserve our
natural resources and to protect the people we serve. We maintain
public support through fair and vigorous law enforcement, quality
education, and community involvement. We commit ourslves to our
Vision and Mission by practicing our core beliefs, which are trust,
fairness and professionalism.

Headquarters

The Georgia Department of Natural Resourdesy Enforcement Division, currently has 212
POST-certified Game Wardens with statewiduthority and full arrest powers and 28 1sworn

staff members. The primary duties of these Game Wardens are enforcement of all laws anq
regulations pertaining to hung, fishing, commercial fishing, environmental violations, and
recreational boatings well as to provide public safety on all our D&htrolled properties.

The Law Enforcement Division operates with a stralgi@ chain of command. It consists of the
Colonel, Lt. Colonel, two Majors, nine Captains (7 Region Supervisors, 1 Trainiegt@ir 1

Pilot), seven Lieutenants (database management, special permits/captive wildlife and wild
animals, boating law administrator/administrative support, professsteradlards, investigations,

2 pilots), and 194 field Game Wardens (Sergeants, Cogpdeaime Wardens First Class, and
Game Wardens).




Vehicles & Equipment

Throughout the year, the Law Enforcement Division acquired some new vehicles and equipment
utilizing funding from various sources. Vehicles obtained included two new enclosed faailers
statewide disaster response, 14 4x4 patrol vehicles, and seven patrol boats. New equipmenit
included 28 sets of night vision goggles, 73 TASERSs, seven boat motors-lftR camera
systems for boats, body armor for the new cadets, and LTE Southesrfdiiadl sworn personnel.

Ranger Hotline

The Ranger Hotline program, which provides a way for citizens to report anonymously potentially
illegal wildlife and other caservation law violations, continues to be successful. If the information
leads to an raest, the tipster receives a cash reward funded by the Georgia Natural Resourcs
Foundation, whose mission is to protect wildlife by increasing public support for wildly
enforcement. Last year, eight tips were received by email for various violations

OTHER SPECIAL LAW ENFORCEMENT ISSUES

Hurricane Michael

In October of 2018, Game Wardens responded to Hurricane Michael in South Georgia and
provided first responder operations, debris clearing, damage assessment, search and rescue 3
security rolesDue to the path of the storm, Game Wardens in all aredse tate were called

into action and the Division logged 6,809 awurs during the event.

JEA Patrols

The Joint Agreement #17 between Georgia DNR and NOAA Office of Law Enforcement called
for Georgia DNR enforcement personnel to provide a total of 1huFs of marine law
enforcement or related work under the agreement. Georgia has five Execution
Priorities. Execution Priority 1 was the Endangered Species Act. There wema&8®ours and

144 hours of atsea vessel patrol hours dedicated to this pyioalong with 36 hours of aircraft

flight hours and 36 hours of aircraft personnel hours. These patrols were checking shrimp trawlers
for TED and net complianceExecution Priority 2 was deditsd to Magnusoibtevens Fishery
Conservation and ManagementtAThere were 44manhours and 165 hours of-aka vessel
patrols dedicated to priority 2. These patrols were to check Red Snapper compliance and any othqr
violation dealing with Snapper/Groupand HMS speciesExecution Priority 3 was the National
Marine Sanctuaries Act. There were 28@n hours and 80 hours ofsda vessel patrols dedicated

to Priority 3. Execution Priority 4 was the Lacey Act/International (IUU). There were 28 personnel
hours dedicated to IUU enforcemernthese patrols were assigliNOAA Enforcement Officers

with the inspection of containers at the Georgia Ports. Execution Priority 5 was Marine Mammal
Protection Act. There were 1Zfian hours and 40 etea vessel hours dedted to Marine
Mammal Protection. These patrols were duthnggmonths of November through March and were
specifically targeting Right Whale enforcement.



Public Affairs

Media Relations and Public Outreach

The Division condu&dmedia news confereres and ridalongs withGame Wardesfor the start
oftheb@at i ng and hunting seasons, "Haigag weakenddon
promote safe boating and swimming safety and to educate citizens on boating laws and how the
are applied. ror t o boating season, i n | ate May,
Highway Safety (GOHS) and the Georgia StatedP&5SP) to encourage safety on the waterways
and highways throughout the summer. The®€dmpaignthemewasfi S u m i8afaty Tow.0

News releases, | & E presentations and speeches to various civic groups, and regular news medg
interviews and interactiowere utilized throughout the yeato disseminate information to the
public.

SPLASH

The Division continued moving forward withé multragency water safety initiative, SPLASH.
Along with a number of federal, state, and private partners, including theAury Corps of
Engineers, the Georgia Department of Public Health and Georgia Power, the aggressive anti
drowning campaigencouages citizens to follow these tips when enjoying beaches, pools, lakes,
rivers and other bodies of water. The partners mestye¥6 weeks to share promotional ideas
and discuss implementation. Ten meetings have been held so far. SPLASH is an acrdrigm use
encourage safety around the water.

1 Supervisioni Designate an adult to watch children at all times. Do not assume someone
else is watching.

1 Preventioni Wear personal flotation devices (PFD or life jacket), install fencing around
pools, and use draoovers in hot tubs and pools.

1 Life Jacketd/ ook before you ledpAlways wear a life jacket and never jump into water
without knowing how deep it is and what is below the surface.

1 Ar mbs LLAadgltbhs should be ar més | makegstahd t
throwable flotation devices should be nearby at all times.

1 Swim Lessons Knowing how to swim greatly reduces ttigance of drowning.

1 Have a Water Safety PlarKnow what to do during an emergency.

During the year, the campaign provided pulslervice announcements to local radio stations,
increased social media messaging, stenciled painted safety messdged aampsand placd
AWear |t Gamumegaudbacsl ghbses o0n .Cumrentlysthe®départinent w a
is continuingthe process of adding 250 life jacket loaner boards at public boat ramps and state
parks statewide, with thesecktions now included on the Georgia Outdoors app.

Social Media

LED manages a Facebook page that currently rfeasly 60,000p a g e i L ople evhoo
regul arly view the page). Many of LEDOS
may see the post through their friends who
some are abov&0,000. The Division also has a Twitsecount that is linked to Facebook, which
currently hasiearly 1350followers, a YouTube Channel with muligpsafetyrelated videos, and
anInstagramaccountover 5,800 followers




Game WardeAwards Banquet

In August 209, the L EDOGs Co mmaineall bySheaSedrgia WEHRS Cojnraissioner,
Deputy Commissioner, and Board Members atShh Annual Game Wardeiwards Banquet

in SavannahThe event highlighted the outstanding effort&aime WardenSom across the state
who had received a number of awatliioughout the year. At the end of the evenidpl. Quinn
Foglefrom thesouthwesGe or gi a Regi on was n®SQamedWaaaoftheh e
Year.

2018 Game Warden of the YeaplCCody Jones
pins the onef-a-kind badge on the 2@Wwinne,
Cpl. Quinn Fogle

2019 Game Warden of the Year, CQuinn
Foglereceives his award.




Statewide Awards

Game Wardenof the Year
Corporal Quinn Fogle
Corporal Qunn Fogle has earned the respect of the public and his peers,
through teamwork and his steadf asH d
Cpl. Fogle has been with DNR Law Enforcement since 2013. He is known
to be fair and energetic in his applicatiof the lav and he strives to adopt
problems that others would often bypass. This past year, he documented
153 citations, 128 warnings, and 141 violation assists, exceeding the region
average by over 300%. His violator activity is 197 contacts abovageer
andental s over 15% of the Regionods or
violator contacts include 91 arrest warrants issued to 10 suspects, 10 search
warrants, one HUI, with one HUI assist, and nine VGCSA arrests. Quinn
answered 42 citizen complaints ateticated ogr 300 hours toward seven
investigations. Cpl. Fogle is very involved in his community and he always looks for the
opportunity to educate the public on a variety of topics. This year, he conducted 10 formal I&E
programs. He taught firearms dgfat the Badley Youth Deer Hunt and was the guest speaker
for the Lions Club and the Rotary Club, where he discussed the functions of the DNR Law
Enf orcement Di vision. Cpl . Fogle was selectfed
Millennial Recruitnent and Retaetion Committee, and he served on the Region V Game Warden
Advisory Committee member. He is a member of the Special Operations Group, a Field Training
Officer, and he was one of the first officers to volunteer for TASER Training.

James R. Danell Award
Game Warden First Class Patrick Gibbsi Region VI
Game Warden First Class Patrick Gibbs is a unigue Game Warden within
the Law Enforcement Division and he understands, utilizes, and appreciates
the old school, dirt road Game Warden ideologydgarned fsm those before
him. GWFC Gibbs understands the importance of building relationships and
seeks out opportunities to serve his community. Last year, Patrick conducted
seven | &E programs and teamed up It
program where he taght boating safety to 360 school children. His
enforcement stats are solid. During this past year, he dedicated 866 hours to
wildlife enforcement, 249 hours to fishing enforcement, and 298 hours to
boating enforcement. He documented 223 hunlicense cheks with 80
' assists, 293 fishing license checks with 75 assists and conducted 125 vesse
inspections with 45 assists. In addition, Patrick patrolled-stateed properties on 98 separate
occasions. As a result of these efforts, he issued i@itocis and4 written warnings. He was
directly responsible for apprehending six o
in 39 individuals being charged with over 100 violations. He led the region in total contacts and
most categoriesncluding BUs, Hunting Turkey Over Bait, groups of night deer hunters caught,
waterfow! violations, and hunting waterfowl after hours .He is a P.O.S.T instructor and currently
assists with teaching Boat EVOC, SFST, and hunting laws and, for his efeovtashrecogred
as the Instructor of the Year by the'8and 3% Game Warden Academy classes.



Game Wardenof the Year Nominees

Region t Cpl. Bart Hendrix Region \* Cpl. Quinn Fogle
Region I} Cpl. Tim Vickery Region VI GWFC Patrick Gibbs
Region Il GWFC DanSchay Region VI Cpl. Barry Britt
Region I\- GWFC David Fisher

Supervisor of the Year
Captaln Scott Klingel T Region VI

Captain Scott KlingelRegion VI, is the recipient of the 2018 Superwisb

the Year Award. He is a 2@ear veteran of DNR Law Enforcement and has

served as Captain since 2002. His dedication to the Department, the Game

Wardens, and the community are evident in his serstglge leadership,

recognized by the entire region. @ain Klingel currently supervises the

| argest geographic region of the

with 32 rural counties in southeast Georgia. While cooperating with a

multitude of count entities, Scott also maintains positive working

relationships with two adjacent state natural resource agencies. His leadership

style focuses on meeting the Divisi
his employees. Each and every decision is clyefueighed to prevent duplicative efforts,
unnecesary administrative burden, and maximization of employee efforts, which fosters
efficiency and high moraleCaptain Klingel is a POST Instructor and teaches Ciritical Incident
Management throughout the &atWVithin the region, he plays a pivotal role injonaevents
including forest fires, hurricanes, and floo8sc ot t 6 s word i s his bond.
do and follows through. He can be trusted to do what is in the best interest of the amsisios
employeesHe garners respect from his emyes not through rank, but by his actions. This type
of respect is the greatest accomplishment possible within the law enforcement profession
Congratulations to Captain Scott Klingel, the 2018 Superatire Year.

NWTF Officer of the Year

Corporal Derrell Worth i Region IlI

Corporal Derrell Worth is the 2018 National Wild Turkey Federation Officer of
the Year. He is a 2Qear veteran of DNR Law Enforcement, serving in Greene
County his entireareer. Cpl. Worth is solid, adround Game Warden, bl
especially excels at catching violators who hunt turkey over bait. Last year, he
logged 206 hours on turkey hunting patrols, resulting in nine Hunting Big Game
over Bait (Turkey) contacts, one @mful Enticement contact, and one charge
of Taking Totaly Protected Wildlife (Hen Turkey). He also patrolled the
WMAs in his area 23 times. On April 1, 2017, Derrell was shot by a turkey
o hunter who mistook him for game. Support for him poured in, evidehbes
investment in his community. Additionally, Cpl/orth has great investigative skills and leaves no
stone unturned when it comes to investigating wildlife violations. His most notable case this pas
season involved a hunter who had killed a henetpidver bait and discarded the carcass several
miles awg. Derrell successfully gathered the necessary evidence to successfully prosecute thg
violator. Congratulations to Corporal Derrell Worth, the 2018 National Wild Turkey Federation
Officer of the Year.




Investigative Game Warden of the Year
Corporal Quinn Fogle - Region V

Corporal Quinn Fogle is the 2018 Investigative Game Warden of the Year. Cpl.

Fogle consistently displays the problem adoption rsi@dof the Division,
which has a profound and ptge impact in his community. During the past
year, Quim successfully conducted several wildlife investigations utilizing
social media and fAold fashionedo Garje
when he received a picture of a freshly killed buck Wes posted on Snapchat
and Instagram. The posts providatbugh information for Quinn to request the
suspectds Snapchat and I nstagram daj a.
Al interviewing the suspect, Cpl. Fogle was armed with a growing list of illegal
adivities and suspects. He obtained search warranthfert mai n suspect 6s Fdlce
and Snapchat accounts, residence, and Verizon data for three cell phones. The informatio
gathered comprised of 3,527 pages from the three social media acaudir&833 pages from
Verizon. Thirteen suspects were ititad and interviewed and, when faced with the
overwhelming evidence, each one confessed. Eitjinge arrest warrants were issued for 10
suspects resulting in 89 charges for wildlife violations. Gharges included multiple counts of
hunting deer at nigf, hunting from a public road, hunting from a motor vehicle, license violations,
hunting alligators out of season, failure to record and report a harvest, and the seizure of two deej.
This case is great example of the initiative and determination thain@ puts forth in all his
activities. Congratulations to Corporal Quinn Fogle, the 2018 Investigative Game Warden of the
Year.

Georgia Boating Officer of the Year

Corporal Quinn Foglei Region V

Corporal Quinn Fogle is the 2018 Georgia Boating Offafethe Year. Cpl. Fogle is assigned to
Early County in Region V and routinely works Lake Seminole and Lake Walter
F. George. He always does an excellent job of prote ng t he eo
resources and the boati ng wptenkalysiLast whifl e
year, he detected and arrested 13 vessel operators for BUI and assisted with 14
other BUI arrests. His arrests/assists accounted for over 80% ohRegiocd s B U
incidents for the year. He also logged 200 hours during 43 boating safetg.patro
To help in providing safety informafioc
at 10 different radio stations in the area, promoting the SPLASH Water Safety

: Initiative, kill switch usage, and boating safety for waterfowl hunters. During

the past year, Qon also investigated two boat incidents and documented 23 citations and 52

warnings for boating safety violations. In his short tenure, Cpl. Fogle has earned tobeoktpe

public and his peers, through teamwork and his steadfast dedication to then raiskand.

Congratulations to Corporal Quinn Fogle, the 2018 Georgia Boating Officer of the Year.



The Rocky Wainwright Waterfow!l Award
Game Warden FirstClass Patrick Gibbsi Region VI
Game Warden First Class Patrick Gibbs has been selectecktoa the 2019 Rocky Wainwright
Waterfowl Award. GWFC Gi bbs6 proactifve
but fair enforcement efforts have proven results ingmtotg this invaluable
resource and in promoting safe, responsible hunter behavior. Paiahk bis
career in 2013 and is assigned to Evans County. His-seatty work unit has
a number of waterfowl hunting opportunities, including 222 total milesen t
Altamaha, Canoochee Oconee, Ocmulgee, and Ohoopee rivers, and also thg
Evans County PFA, wbh has three ponds totaling 122 acres. Additionally, his
work area includes numerous oxbow lakes on Bullard Creek and Big Hammock
] WMAOG s . Educat i maning dormmupity $upporchave bheegn key
factors in Patrickos multiplel&spsogranis todotal civiegraups, h el p
wildlife organizations, and schools. His law enforcement efforts were outstanding this past
waterfowl season. He wioed over 100 hours and logged nearly 2,000 miles for waterfowl hunting
enforcement. He encowered 57 separate waterfowl hunters, checked 127 licenses, and made 23
contacts and 16 assists, including 18 hunting after hours, five without a federal duckfetamp
without a license, four without a Georgia waterfowl license, and three hunting wghlilmmo
(lead). He also worked five separate speci a v
Unit to conduct a waterfowl flight to locate baitedas. Congratulations to Game Warden First
Class Patrick Gibbs, the 2019 Rocky Wainwright fatel Award recipient.

Hunter Education Instructor of the Year
Game Warden Josh Cockrelli Region IV
‘ Game Warden Josh Cockrell is the 2019 Hunter EducatianeG&/arden
Instructor of the Year. Assigned to Wilkinson County, GW Cockrell has done
an outstading job with Hunter Education/Development this past year. While
only having been employed with DNR for 2 %2 years, he has already proven his
dedication to HunteEducation and to the promotion of shooting sports. Josh
-4 was involved with several events thakre the highlights of his Hunter
.\l Education efforts. For the last 22 years, DNR Law Enforcement has been
involved in the annual Wilkinson County Quail Hunt fadK The event targets
‘ new hunters and allows them to hunt quail and compete in a sportyg cla
competition. GW Cockrell recruited new kids to attend the event, solicited donations for prizes
from local businesses, and worked the event. He also set eyethie(archery, clay launchers) and
coordinated the Game Warden and volunteer help. GW Obaksisted at Lake Oconee with the
annual squirrel hunt at the Georgia Power campground, where new hunters are utilized to contrg
the squirrel population. He sisted with the Buckarama in Perry and the annual state FFA
convention in Macon, answering cti®ns from visitors about a host of topics, including Hunter
Education. GW Cockrell coordinates Hunter Education in Wilkinson, Jones, and Twiggs counties
anddis ri butes CDROM6s to |ibraries and to t hg p
Cockrell,the 2019 Hunter Education Game Warden Instructor of the Year.



The Torch Award

Game Warden Ryan Lockei Region Il

Each year, the Torch Award is presented thg Division to encourage the professional
development of a recently appointed Game Wardemies must not have worked as a wildlife
enforcement officer for more than five years, have demonstrated a genuine desire to protect th
resources and develop giessionally, and demonstrate exceptional ability and initiative in the
performance of his dner duties, including public education.

Game Warden Ryan Locke is the 2019 Torch Award recipient. GW Locke is
assigned to Lake Lanier/Hall County and he passen this year that he is a
well-rounded Game Warden. Ryan knew he wanted to be a Game Wiarden i
the 6" grade when the local warden held an I&E at his school. He pursued his
dream and started his career with DNR in 2017. Last year, GW Locke wrote a
totd of 248 citations and 216 warnings. He investigated 56 complaints and had
two assists. During laing season, he logged 59 patrols in 266.5 hours and
wrote 130 citations and 88 warnings. GW Locke also made 17 BUI cases, the
i most in the Region. Additiongl] he investigated five boating incidents, one
drownlng, conducted nine water SARs and assistedwhr 10 mor e. Ryanos

141 hunting contacts. H@rducted an astounding 310 fishing license checks with 21 assists. His
education and public outreh efforts included 35 I&E programs and four Hunter Ed/Development
programs. Due to his efforts last year and his outstanding rapport with the communigs he w
awar ded t he 2018 John W. Jacobs Awar do
Gainesville/Hall County Kiwanis Club. Congratulations to Game Warden Ryan Locke, winner of
the 2019 Torch Award.

Administrative Professional of the Year
Janette, Senior Administrative Asst. Il 7 Region VII
Janette Senior is the Dfessionaliofahe ¥ear. ZafetteShasheem i
employed with the Law Enforcement Division for eight years and she daily exemplifies the
Di visi onds miles Bhe nleardy medogrizesrher role @ and sets
goals to make sure she exceeds them. Janeftenmtaai ns t he
budget and a Joint Enforcement Agreement (JEA) budget, maintaining the
mountain of paperwork that goes with them. She also moritelgcense sales,
making sure all monies are accounted for, with no shortcomings. Recently,
| Jandte took on an additional role as the license technician andtimart
| secretary and, while serving in this role, she identified several areas needing
improvenent and proposed changes. Upon approval from LED Headquarters
and Cash Management in Atlanta, lseanges resulted in reduced paperwork
and a simpler reporting of license sales. Janette always has a smile on her face and greets eg
customer warmly and pfessionally. She always goes out of her way to make a positive impact
on the people she servedahe Law Enforcement Division. Congratulations to Janette Senior,
the 2019 Administrative Professional of the Year.




Previous Game Warders of the Year
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ST e e ORI

Front Row i L-R: AOC Joyce Holland, GW Tyler Lewis, GW Steven Martinez, Sgt. Brooks Varnell (k9), GW Ryan Shorter, GW
Travis Shrader, GWFC Zack Hardy, GW Carla Gann, Cpl. Chad Cox, Sgt. James Keener, GW Frank Pucci, Sgt. Eric Brown, GW
Jason Warren, GWFC Mark Moyer, Capt. Mike Burgamy

Back Rowi L-R: Secretay Sherry Rollins, Sgt. Brian Keener, GW Phillip Stout, GW Ryan Thomas, GA Garrett Pownall, Cpl. Byron
Young, GWFC Roger McConkey, GWFC Daniel Gray, GW Brock Hoyt, Cpl. Cody Jones, Cpl. Casey Jones, Cpl. Ben Cunniragh,
GWFC Russell Epps, GW Kyle Faulknor,Cpl. Shawn Elmore, GW Kalem Burns

Not Pictured: Sgt. Mike Barr, Cpl. Bart Hendrix, & K -9 Taz

Currently, Region | is comprised of 20 Northwest Georgia Counties and the Metro Atlanta area.
Within these countiesve have 3 major impoundments, 6 major rije7 State Parks, 18 Wildlife
Management Areas (249,000 acres) 173,000 acres of US Forest Servicand2¢840 miles of

trout streams Currently, 28LED Game Wardengrovide coverage for the Region

Promotions and Personnel Changes
Region | welcomedwo new Game Wardens:
1. Jason Warren, assigned to Rocky Mountain PFA
2. Kyle Faulknor, assigned to Dade County
Promotions:
Game Warden Carla Gann was promoted to Game Warden 2

Game Warden Tyler Lewis was promoted3ame Warden 2

Game Warden Garrett Pownall sygaromoted to Game Warden 2
Game Warden Will Smith was promoted to Game Warden 2
Game Warden Ryan Shorter was promoted to Game Warden 2
Game Warden Caleb Thomas was promoted to Game Warden 2




Personnel Awards

Corporal Cody Jones was selected as thé& Zsdme Warden of the Year. He also received the
Shakir Award from Safari Club International.

Corporal Barton Hendrix received the Region | Boating Safety Officer of the Year Award
Corporal Shawn nore received the Region | Investigative Game Warden of #ae Award

Operational

In November 2019, Game Warden Zack
Hardy, Cadet Tyler Lewis, and Corporal
Byron Young received a complaint of
road deer hunting in rural Bartow County.
They worked thearea with a deer decoy
on the Saturday of Thanksgiving
weekad. Shortly after Cadet Lewis got
| the decoy positioned in the field, a vehicle
stopped in the roadway, the driver rolled
down his window, and shot at the decoy.
Corporal Young attempted to stdpe
vehicle and the driver struck the DNR
truck while tryingto get away. He drove
past Corporal Young and Game Warden
Hardy began pursuit. The pursuit lasted
approximately fifteen minutes and
resulted in the suspect being stopped by
the Georgia State Ral who utilized the
PITT maneuver. The suspect, who was a
life-long poacher with an extensive
record, was taken into custody and was
charged with numerous traffic violations as well as hunting from a public road, hunting from a
vehicle, obstruction, fleing and attempting to elude, possession of marijuana,casggsion of a
firearm by a convicted felon. He was sentenced to 10 years, serve 4 with the remainder o
probation, and $1,500.00 restitution to DNR.

GW Mark Puig and Sgt. Roberson received a dampof hunting without permission in an area
that a wellknown violator had been known to frequent. They located three people hunting without
permission. The main violator was in possession of methamphetamine and other narcotics.
search warrant wastained and served on his residence where more narcotiesosated. This
arrest was the third time that Sgt. -Rather s
period. Each time resulted in numerous hunting charges as well as felony drgegscaad
possession of a firearm by a convicted felon. Faime suspect has since been arrested by the
FBI as a part of a mulagency narcotics investigation.




In December 2018, CPL Bart Hendrix receivgghs
several complaints of various hunting violationFg=
involving three different investigations i
Cherokee Countyl wo investigation were abou

illegal deer hunting in Northwest Cheroke#
County and the other involved a poisoning cef

in Ball Ground. CPL Hendrix was assisted  *#
each of the investigations by esy member of

his work section in some capacity or anoth§
Work section members worked surveillang:
looking for suspects at known locations, work

and apprehended two night hunting suspects

the act of night hunting, and reviewed and sor

social meda data, warrants, and evident
collection and processing. &hpoisoning case
involved the DNR investigative unit, Cheroke®
County Fire/EMS, and the USFWS. Sevel ™%
federal charges are pending against the susg s
as well as multiple state violations. The exth® =%
two investigations involved 15 differen®

felony drugs. The cases are currently under
review for prosecution.

The Allatoona wk section had an amazing year of conservation law enforgeineaddition to

The AMountain Work Sect i dhe gearwihs
numerous investigations involving deer, bear, turkey, trout, and other
wildlife. Wardens Casey Jones, Cody Jones, and Jag
Keener assisted with the GW Academy during firear
EVOC, ATV operation, active shooter, water surviva
' and aviation training. Officers also performed a
. assisted with an array of SAR rescues, extracting vict
with a wide range of injuries out of very remote locatio
in the section. This included carrgiout a victim with
a broken leg, transporting a victim auging an ATV, an
aviation long line rescue of a victim with a broken fem
and the first aviation rappel rescue of a victim. Many additional rescues
conducted in Whitfield, Murray, Gilmemnd Fannin Counties. Warder
Casey Jones, J. Keener, M. MoyT. Shrader, and K. Burns were all deploy
to Southwest Georgia Counties after the hurricane in October 2018.
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Jacket Loaner Station installed at Rocky Mountain PFA. The section
§ maintains and stocks the station

Cpl. Cody Jones was selected as the 2018 G

Warden of the Year and he also received the Shj
Award from Safari Club International in Februal

2019. He assisted the GBI and Texas Rangers on t
occasions durigp the year with a murder cold cas
TWRA and Indiana DNR with wildlife investigation
from those states. Cpl. Jones and Cadet Ryan Th
caught 6 sets of night hunters in Fannin Cou

throughout hunting season. They were responsibleji

confiscations ofdeer, turkey, protected songbird
trout, convicted felon firearms, and felony drugs
multiple occasions. Cpl. Casey Jones assisted
several drowning recoveries utilizing the sectoan,
tow fish sonar, and the ROV. Game Wardens Shra

Burns, ad Moyer also completed several interesti
investigations dealing with night deer hunte
convicted felons, hunting without permission, and b&&
and turkey over bait.




In November and Deember GWFC Daniel Gray

and Game Warden Ryan Shorter assisted &ar_.
DNR in an investigation. One individual ha
illegally killed a deer in Kansas and brought it baPrsss

ORCEMENT

to Georgia. The investigation resulted in Geor(
Game Wardens confiscating the rack ofi40in
class buck. The individual was cited for bringi
cervid cacass or parts from a CWD positive stogs
and received multiple charges from Kansas DN

Throughout deer season Cpl. Chad Cox, Cpl. Brooks
Varnell, GWFC Daniel Gray, and Game Wardens Ryan
Shorter and Garrett Pownall, utilized game cameras on
an affidavt property in Douglas County. This resulted in
one confiscation of an-goint buck and sixndividuals
caught with charges ranging from hunting without
permission, hunting over bait, hunting without a license,
and hunting without orange.

Cpl. Brools Varnell, Cpl. Chad Cox ang
GWFC Daniel Gray was at the JL Lest¢
Youth Hunt when this luckynter got a g

nice WMA buck.




Cpl. Chad Cox organized the annual
Pol k County Kido6s
This yearos event
the age of 16 registerad fish. Free
food, ice cream, drinks, prizes and t
shirts are available to everyotihanks

to local sponsors.

In September 2018, Corporal Shawn Elmore received information a convicted felon was hunting
deer at night and without permission througheagtern Gordon County. In December 2018, CPL
Elmore and Game Warden First Class &olylcConkey were working a without permission
complaint and located the suspect hunting without permission. An investigation ensued andg
several search warrants were oféal. The investigation revealed the subject had killed 7 bucks

in 2018, both at nightand .. E—
without permission with WO e ———
different stolen firearms. It alsdEREl\ IR REES=
was revealed he killed sever;

turkeys on local WMAs with a

shotgun as a convicted felo

This poacher was hunting

illegally in five northwest

Georgia counties. Charge

were filed for mitiple counts of

hunting deer at night, hunting

from a motor vehicle, hunting

from a public road, hunting

without permission, taking ove!

the season bag limit, recordin®

and reporting requirements, an:

possession of a firearm by :

convicted felon. As of uly

2019, he has plead guilty

Gordon County and still has

pending cases in several otht

counties.

——




Game Wardens Corporal Ben Cunningham &

Game Warden Carla Gann wememinated in

May 2019 for the Peace Officers Association

Georgia (P.O.A.G.) Valoaward by Sergeant

Mike Barr for their valent rescue response on 1 S
Etowah and Coosa Rivers in June 2018. B¢
officers assisted in over 100 rescues from we =

of which ten were critical. The event wa
sponsored by the Coosa River Basin Initiati _
(CRBI) and was held after weeks of rain ha_.;..:.;f e
caused the rivers to exceed the water flow at t

times the normal flow rate. Hundreds of peop =

entered the water in attempt toebk a world =

record of the largest number of connected peo

floating ariver. Th&ame Wardens assisted wit =~ 858

medical issues, intoxicated rafters,

po-\-:,-ev..

swimmers, people who had lost their life JackeM -
people near drowning, and people sw i
downstream bgnd their takeout point. !r‘, &
P.O.A.G will present the award during a spec

event.

Georgia Game Wardens set up P
recruiting and information center at t
Georgia National Fair in Perry, Georgi¢
Over 500,000 people attended the fair.

Corporal Ben Cunningham for recognized for his
conservation enforcement by the Tennessee
Valley Safari Club International (SCI) during an
annual banquet in Chattanooganmessee.

(left to right) Sergeant Mike Barr, Corporal Ben
Cunningham, Georgi®fficer of the Year, and wife
Starr, Corporal Shawn Elmore and wife Kellie, and
Game Warden Carla Gann at the Tennessee Valley
Chapter of the SCI Banquet in Chattanooga,
Tennesse.




Sergeant (SGT.) Mike Barr was detached to Headquarters during much of 2018 for the purpose d
requiting the next generation of Game Wardens. SGT. Barr travéliedighout Georgia,
Alabama and North Carolina delivering the Law Enforcement Division message. He worked with
DNR Human Resource personnel, teamed up with the Georgia State Patrolree@odedirect

with higher education facilities and special evertie travelled to universities, colleges, technical
schools, career fairs and large gatherings such as the Georgia National Fair in Perry, Georgig

SGT. Barr also assisted several Regwith media stories across the State to help in looking for
top regonal candidates.
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Front Row L-R: AAlll Brenda Tanner, Secretary Tasha Lamb, PT Secretary Mckayla Justus, Cpl. Craig Fulghum, GWFC Joe HillGW
Chris Hall, GWFC David Webb, Sgt. Lee Brown, GWFC Matt Johnson, GW Ryan Locke, GWFC Mitchell Crump, Cpl. Time Vickery,
GWEFC Brandon Pierce, GWFC Shane Sartor, GWFC Chris Kernahan,

Back Row L-R: Cpl. Eric Sanders, Sgt. Mike Burgamy, GWFC Kevin Goss, @l. Eric Isom, Sgt. Derek Dillard, GWFC Beth Gilbert, GW
Jonathan Segars, Cpl. Adam Loudermilk, Cpl. Eddie Tompkins, GWFC Shane Brown,d. Steve Seitz, Cpl. Kevin Dyer, Sgt. Greg Colson,
Capt. Johnny Johnson.

The Gainesville Region Is comprised of tleNortheast Georgia Counties which include several
metro areas around Atlanta. Within these counties we have 8 major impoundments, r/eraj

13 wildlife management areas, 220 miles of trout streams. 21 state park properties and 288,00
areas of Natioal Forest lands. The impoundments within Region Il receive over 20 million visitors
annually while the state parks and WMAs receiveltaeo2.5 Million annually. °

Promotions andPersonnelChanges

Captain Johnny Johnsevas promoted to Lt. Colonel

Captin Stan Elrod Transferred from Region Il to Region Il

Game Warden Ryan Cleveland transferred from Region V to Region Il
CPL. Eric Saders Retired

Game Warden First Class Mitchell Crump Retired

GameWarden First ClasKevin Godbee was promoted to Corglan Region Il
GameWardenSavanah Miller graduated the Game Warden Academy
Game Warden Bryan Price transferred from Region V to Region Il

Region Personnel Awards

CorporalEddie Tompkins was selected as the 2018 Region Il Investigative Game WatHen of
Year

Game Warden Ryan Locke received the Region Il & State Torch Award

Gane Warden Ryan Locke received the Region Il Boating Safety Officer of the Year Award
CPL. Tim Vickery received the Region Game Warden of the Year Award




Hunting and Fishing Activity
In December2018 Cpl. Eddie Tompkins concluded an investigation of three subjects killing
numerous whitetail deer in Gwinnett County. Cpl. Tompkins proved that the three subjects had

started killing deer in June and had killed 7 velvet bucks befmes¢ason even starte@pl.
Tompkins also proved that once the season started the three kept killingQ#emompkins
executed/ search warrants during the investigation to obtain all the evidence in the case. The
investigation lead to 71 arrest wants being issued itotal for offenses such as hunting out of
season, hunting without permission, hunting over bait without landowner permission, over the
limit of bucks, theft by taking of wildlife, hunting without a license, failure to tag deer, artahgu

without hunter ducation. In total Cpl. Tompkins confiscated 12 Whitetail Deer, 2 crossbows, and
several trail cameras. Cpl. Tompkins also proved that one of the subjects had destroyed severjil
velvet buck racks before the search warrants were gctm obtain the evahce.




In November 2018 GWFC Shane Brow}; ﬂ’ﬂ A% o

received multiple complaints about
possible illegally killed buck in Lumpkin

County. GWFC Brown finally was able t¢; o

obtain a trail camera video showing t
buck alive after dark theight before it was §
killed. The buck showed up at the de
processor at daylight and the individua
stated they killed it the night before b
coul dnoét find it
Tompkins and GWFC Brown went to th
residence to interview the subjec
separately. One subfeadmitted he killed
the buck at approximately 3:00 AM off hi
back deck and that it was also his thi§

buck. The subject received three charg® ;

Lumpkin County Probate Court order
him to pay $1132.00 and suspended
hunting privieges for two years.

On December 17, 2018, GWFC Brandon Pierce received a small amount of information on &
suspect that supposedly had killed over the limit of antlered deer. GWFC Pierce started the
investigation into the matter soon after thdl.caAs GWFC Pierce dy into the case, more

information began to appear.

GWFC Pierce asked Cpl. Tim Vickery to assist with the

investigation. Over the next couple of days
several avenues were taken to get the
needed evidence to interview the suspect.
Then, on December 22, 281 GWFC
Pierce ended the investigation and with the
assistance of Sgt. Derek Dillard and Cpl.
Vickery, interviewed the suspect. During
the interview the suspect confessed to the
matter. As a result, four violations were
documented. The violations consted of
failure to record deer harvest and taking
over the season limit of antlered deer.
GWEFC Pierce seized two elevpnint buck
racks, an eight point buck rack, and a nine




point buck rack that was intended to be mounted. AllVatentiary purposes.

Cpl. Adam Loudermilk and Game Warden Jeffery Turner, hosted the sixteenth annual Bank
County youth deer hunt. More than twenty kids participated this year on Banks County property
and the hunt yielded nearly 100% success rate. htimscontinues to pxade for an outstanding
chance to develop close personal relationships with sportsmen and women of the area, anjj
provides an opportunity to hunt for some children who otherwise would not have such an
opportunity.

Lake Chatuge in TowsiCounty hosted the 28 national B.A.S.S. Elite Series Angler of the Year
Championship in September of 2018. The top 50 anglers in the national B.A.S.S. Elite Serieg
participated in the event which drew large crowds to the area. Sgt. Steve Seitz, 8gBakfik

Cpl. Anne Wilgy, Cpl. Kevin Dyer, GWFC David Webb, and GWFC Beth Gilbert patrolled the
lake and manned a DNR Law Enforcement Division booth during the 5 day event.

In DecembeR018Cpl. Eddie Tompkins and Sgt. Lee Brown responded to a calluthF@rsyth
County ofpossible illegal hunting. The complainant stated he had heard several shots from a hig
powered rifle come from the adjang property just after daylight. South Forsyth County is only
open to hunt deer with archery, muzzle loadershotgun. Once orcene Cpl. Tompkins saw a
subject exiting the woods in full camo with no fluorescent orange vest. As soon as the subject sa
Cpl. Tompkins he turned and ran back into the woods. Cpl. Tompkins gave chase. While chasing
after the sulgct that ran he localetwo additional subjects both of which were hunting without
fluorescent orange and one with a high powered rifle. Sgt. Brown was able to secure those tw
hunters and Cpl. Tompkins retuned to tracking the subject that initially\iéimle tracking the
slbject Cpl. Tompkins saw a subiject trying to hide in a blown down tree. When the subject saw
Cpl. Tompkins approaching he got up and ran. Cpl. Tompkins was able to apprehend that hunte
That hunter had hid his rifle which was latecated by DNR K9 Cdt and his handler Cpl. Eric

Isom. The original subject was not located, howeve

10 point buck that he had shot with a rifle was locat

Later his rifle and other personal items were fo

hidden in the bushes. Later that nigggme Wardeng

anddepuites from the Barro

attempted to locate the hunter that originally abscon

at his residence. He was not located however se

fresh deer heads were located. Cpl. Tompkins obta

a search warrant for thproperty and locatedix

additional bucks that had recently been shot. In t

Cpl. Tompkins took 26 arrest warrants for the subjb

that was not located. The three subjects that

located were issued a total of 15 citations.

Tompkins seizedeven bucks as evidence




On Monday December $2018, Corporal Tim Vickery and Game Warden Jonathan Segars
finished up a month long investigation into an illegal hunting complaint. In August 2018, Cpl.
Vickery received information that a subject hadddlla deer illegally during the previous season.
The information Cpl. Vickery received was that the subfext no licenses and was possibly a
convicted felon. After investigating, Cpl. Vickery confirmed that the subject had no license, but
the reason walBecause he had his hunting privileges suspended for failure to pay child support.

Throughout the seasorpCVickery and GW Segars tried to catch the subject in the act of hunting
with no success. It was later found that the subject had been in aere@mid had not hunted
during the current deer season. On Decemb®r &fer gathering additional infortion from
social media, Cpl. Vickery and GW Segars we
z — deer he had killed. The subject was home.
However, the Game Wardens spoke to the
' subjectbs wife and told
them. On December 34 Cpl. Vickery and GW
Segars were finishing up another complaint in

Toccoa when they noticell

at an intersectionwith the road they were

traveling on. Corporal Vickery turned around

and attempted to get the tag numtioegnsure that

it was the subject they were looking for. When

he did, however, the subject fled. Corporal

Vickery and GW Segars managed to keep the

subject in sight but did not pursue him with blue

lights on through town. They followed the

subject dowra couple of roads and lost contact

at one point, but picked the vehicle up again as it

doubled back to where it came from. At that

point turned Cpl.Vickery turned on his blue

lights and siren to stop the vehicle. It continued

through a residential areaynning a stop sign

before finally coming to a stop. The subject was
removed from the vehicle and placed under arrest. The subject admittelchtptke deer the
previous year while his hunting privileges were suspended. He also stated that Hikecklaid ta
his wife that morning and that he knew the Game Warden was after him, and that he had run aftg
seeing them pass by him. The vehicle waschea and a .45 caliber handgun was secured, along
with a .308 caliber rifle. The Game Wardens weretiteva sed by the subj e
the subject had a glass pipe in his hand that he had thrown out the window right before they ha
stopped. Thé&ame Wardens went to the area where the passenger had indicated and found twq
glass pipes containing a viairesidue, which was suspected to be methamphetamine. The vehicle
was released to the passenger and the subject was transported to the StepitgdaiColl was
determined that the subject was not a convicted felon. After talking to the Distiochett
warrants were taken and the subject was charged with Violation of Georgia Controlled Substancg
Act (Felony), two counts of Possession of &&rm During the Commission of a Felony (Felony),
Possession of Drug Related Objects, Fleeing and Attemiatiiduide Police Officer, Failure to
Stop at Stop Sign, Hunting While Privileges Suspended, Possession of lllegally Taken Wildlife,
and Littering. he deer was confiscated for evidentiary purposes.
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Other Activity

Game Wardens from across the state wallea upon to assist with Super Bowl LIII at Mercedes
Benz Stadium and on the campus of the Georgia World Congress Center. Sgt. Lee Brown led
tean of 30 Game Wardens that assisted with perimeter security and check point security. Gamg¢
Wardens were aggied to the detail for a total of 10 days.

On June 11, 2019, Game Warden Jeffery Turn
Office investigated a trespassing complaint on one of the DNR Law Enforcement affidavit
properties located on Dukes CradkHighway 75 in Sautee Nacoochee, GA. GW Turner received
information that people were dredging for gold in Dukes Creek using machinery in the Theek

area is historically known for the discovery of gold in 1829 where a merchant purchased and
shippedl to 1.5 million dollarsvorth of gold in a thirtyyear period. GW Turner made contact
with five adults who were running the active dredging opemnafibe dredging machinery included

a generator, gas, gas lines, suction tubes, float apparatus, suctoatap@and containers worth

over $3,000.00. The landowner wanted the adults prosecuted for damaging the trout stream habitgjt
that he has under an diggtion for creek restoration with the Environmental Protection Agency.
GW Turner and Cpl. Wiley cited thieve adults for criminal trespass. White County Sheriff
Deputies assisted with the investigation.

On March 16, 2019, Cpl. Anne Wiley and GWF@ad Chambers responded to a boating incident
where two bass boats collided on Lake Chatuge right aftessafisding tournament launched at

the Georgia Mountain Fairgrounds Boat ramp. The two bass boats were traveling towards eac
other on the lake and ¥¢sel | turned into Vessel II's course, causing Vessel Il to strike Vessel I.
The operator of Vessel | wa#rectly struck by the hull of Vessel Il and was pronounced deceased
at the scene by Towns County Corner. The passenger in Vessel | received duspestejuries

and was transported to Northeast Medical Center. The operator and passenger of Wessel Il
uninjured. Cpl. Anne Wiley and Cpl. Bart Hendrix were the CIRT investigators for this incident.



Reglon lIl - Thomson (East Central)

. CHAREL BN BENEBRNNER AN
First Row: CAPT Stan Elrod, SGT Max Boswell, GW Nolan Callaway, GW Chris Adkins, GW John Rhodes, CPL Jeff BI||IpS CPL
Brian Adams.
Second Row:SGT John Harwell, GW Noah Osborne, CPL Ricky Boles, GWFC Jason Harrison, CPL Derrell Worth, CPL Ryan Swain.
Third Row: GWFC Mark Stephens, GWFC Dan Schay, CPL Tim Butler, SGT Matt Garthright, CPL Ben Payne, SGT Doyte Chaffin.
Forth Row: CPL Mark Patterson, RFC Bobby Timmerman, SGT Brian Carter, RFC Phillip Nelson.
Inset: AACIII Elizabeth Bentley, Part time Secretary Shelby Patterson Not Shown Is GW Trae Paulk
The Region Il Law Enforcement Division is comprised of tweotyg counties in East Central
Georgia. Within the region, there are twenty Wildlife Management Areas, four State Parks, one
Public Fishing Area, one PublDove Field, one Voluntary Public Hunting access area, Clarks
Hill Lake, Lake Russell, Lake Oconee, Savannah River, Ogeechee River, Oconee River,
Apalachee River, and the Ohoopee river. Twanght post certified Game Wardens and one

Administrative Assstant are assigned to the region.

Personnel Changes

1 Sergeant Doyte Chaffin was promoted to region Captain following the transfer of Captain
Stan Elrod to Region II.

1T Sergeant Brian Hobbins transferred from
position.

1 Region lll welcomed three new Game Wardens during 2018, Saxon Campbell assigned tg
McDuffie County, Jared Wood assigned to Warren County, and Kyle McDade assigned to
Jefferson County.

Region Il also welcomed transfers Mark Stephens to Claduenty and Shane Sartor to
Elbert County.




1 CPL Julian Wilkins retired after faithfully serving the Law Enforcement Division for 27
years.
1 GWEFC Tim Butler and Ricky Boles were promoted to Corporal within their work units.

Specialized Training
GameWardendNoah Osborne and John Rhodes completed Sonar/ROV Operator Training.
CPL Brian Adams completed Digital Forensic Analysis, Florida Fish & Wildlife
Venomous and
Conditional Reptile, and FTO training.
GWEFC Dan Schay completed Honor Guard, IHEA Acadesmg FO training.
CPL Mark Patterson completed Firearms Instructor Training.
Captain Doyte Chaffin graduated from DNR Leadership Academy and the FBI LEEDS.
CPL Jeff Billips completed Serfiuto Pistol 2 Training.

Region Il received e new ptrol boat this year.
This boat is assigned to Columbia County and

 will be utilized to assist with calls on rivers
within the region.

Passing of Retired Gamé&Vardens

Captain Jimmy Steptoe passed away on CPL Ronnie Thomaston passed away on
September 12, 20¥8llowing failing health. August 10, 2018 following failing health.

CPT Steptoe formerly served as Captain CPL Thanaston last served as the Warren
over Region 1. County Game Warden




SGT Max Boswell 6s Work Uni't

Sergeant B 0 sitvservds dive counties land are patrolled by the following Game
Wardens: CPL Jeffrey Billips/Burke County, GW Kyle McDade/Jefferson County, CPL Ben
Payne/Richmond County, and GW Trae Paulk/Johnson and Washington Counties. Within this
work unit are six WM\ 0 s , Hamburg State Par k, and the o |
Oconee, and Ohoopee. During 2018 these Game Wardens responded to 223 cocopiguleisd

9 SAROs Cases, patrolled State owned properjt.i
752 boats and 1729 licenses. Notable cases include ddondishing without permission case

being resolved, an artifact digging case and sevendirfguiwithout permission cases, one of which

led to the arrest of a convicted felon. The convicted felas charged with possession of firearm

by convicted felon, hunting without harvest record, hunting without permission, failure to record

big game hana, and hunting with an illegal weapon.

SGT Brian Cartero6s Work unit

Sergeant Car t efivéountiesandkarepatrolled by teerfollogving Game Wardens:
CPL Tim Butler/Oconee County, GWFC Shane Sartor/Elbert County, RFC Philip
Nelson/Oglethorpe County, CPL Mark Patterson/Wilkes County, and GWFC Mark
Stephens/Clarke County. Within this work uie Clarks Hill Lake, Lake Russell, Richard B.
Russell State Par k, and three WMAOGS. Dur i ng
complains, completed 1 SAR Case, patrolled State owned properties 699 times, conducted 76
water patrols, checked 415 boatsl 1717 licenses. Notable cases included:

1 The Clarks Hill WMA in Wilkes County was hit hard by persons stealing firewoodraating
their own road system through the woods to load and haul it off. The Spartan Camera syste
was deployed. Three groupgere caught resulting in 16 violator contacts for Criminal
Trespass and Driving in Unauthorized Areas on a WMA.

Seven groupsfaight deer hunters and one groun. ..
of daytime road hunters were apprehended acii
Clarke, Elbert, Oconee, Oglethorpe, and \&4K
Counties (at least one group was caught in eV
county in the section). This resulted in 23 subjefss
being charged, two of mich were convicted
felons. Two more groups were stopped 1
shining, which resulted in seven subjects be
warned for Blindng Wildlife. Additionally, two
more convicted felons were pulled off dove field
one of which was on the Lower Broad Riv
WMA public field.



1 Traps were located on four different properiiga/o in Taliaferro County and two in Oconee
County. Five trapers were checked resulting in seven violator contacts ranging from trapping

out of season (2) and Failure to Tag Traps (2) &pping Without Permission.

SGT Doyte Chaffinds Work Unit

SGT Chaffinds work unit s e$avaarmhRiveryMcDutfie RFA,t i els
El'ijah Clark State Par k, Mi stl etoe State P}
patrol these areas: CPL Brian Adams/Glascock County, GW Chris Adkins/Columbia County, GW
Saxon Campbell/McDuffie County, GW Noah OsboHigah Clark State Park, GW Jared
Wood/Warren County, CPL Ryan Swain/Lincoln County, RFC Bobby Timmerman/Clarks Hill
Lake/ColumbaCounty. Game Wardens Noah Osborne and Chris Adkins graduated fronithe 32
Game Warden Academy. Noah served as the class &@apid Chris received the Wildlife
Award. Jared Wood and Saxon Campbell graduated from th&88ie Warden Academy. Jared

serval as the class PT instructor and Saxon served as the class Chaplain. GWFC Bobb
Timmerman was recognized as the Boating Saitfiger of the year for Region Ill. During 2018

these Game Wardens responded to 145 complaints, completed 19 SAR cases, faatelled
properties 691 times, conducted 206 water patrols, checked 1622 boats and 2206 licenses. Notaljle
cases included sevenalght hunting cases which led to arrests, hunting turkey over bait, hunting
on c¢cl osed WMAOGS, hunt i ngdg awanding RICO Cgseimvahiing a i o
Taxidermy Operation.
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SGT Matt Garthrightoés Work Unit

Sergeant Gar t bervesdive todrgies el is patralled byt the following Game
Wardens: Cpl. Derrell Worth/Greene County, Cpl. Ricky Boles/Morgam&, GWFC Dan
Schay/Newton County, GWFC Jason Harrison/Walton County, GW John Rhodes/Hancock
County, and GW Nolan Callaway/€ne County Lake Oconee BS. In addition, this work unit is
responsible for providing law enforcement on Oconee, Redlands, WadtenField, and

Gaither WMAs along with Hard Labor Creek State Park. During 2018, these Game Wardens
responded to 331 comptas, completed 16 Search and Rescues, logged 553 state land patrols,
checked 4428 resource user licenses and 2309 boats, aitkgatate waterways 209 times.




Ser geant Wokrunitthad imgnly acéomplishments over the last year. Ricky was
promded to Corporal. John graduated th&@ame Warden Academy and transferred to
Hancock County. Nolan transferred into the work section as our Greene County/Lake Oconee
BS Game Warde Derrell represented Region Il as their NWTF Game Warden of theagdar
received the State NWTF Award. Dan was recognized as Region Ill Game Warden of the Year,
Waterfowl Officer of the Year, and Investigative Officer of the Year. Dan also joilecONHiR

Honor Guard and became a Field Training Officer.

Enforcement patrols on Lake Oconee continue to k
more challenging for this work unit aset boat traffic
continues to increase year after year. Sergeant
Garthrgp ht 6s wor k unit resp
incidents, 2 of which were fatalities and three
drownings. While on patrol, Game Wardens arresi
14 individuals for boating under the influenufe
alcohol.

This work unit saw an increase of without permissi
complaints this year as well. Game Wardens works
these complaints and contacted many individualsihgntithout permission. These complaints

led to numerous other violahe to include: Possession of firearm by convicted felon, hunting
while privileges suspended, theft by taking, hunting without license, hunting without orange,
hunting turkeys over biiobstruction, and felony drug charges.

« Turkey season was notable for Sergeant
Gart hr i g hit &ame wardeks inu n
the setion apprehended 23 individuals
hunting turkeys over bait and several
hunting without permission. One gobbler

4 was also confiscated on opening day of the

: season.
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Ga me War dens i n Se

section were actively involved in theiommunities.

They particimted in programs across the sectid
These programs let others meet their local ga
wardens and are a great way for the group to h
good positive contacts with the public. The progra
included: recruitment opportunities, rear day
events, wild gamsuppers, Jr. Deputy Camp, you
deer and youth squirré
events and banquets, public safety days, hu
safety, and boater safety courses.




Region IV- Macon (West Central)

Front row | -r: AA3 Kim Cato, Ethan Franklin, Cpl. Keith Waddell, Cpl. Keith Page, Charlie Follin, Sgt. Jeremy Bolen, Cpl. Tony

Wynne, Sgt. Travis Sweat, Jessica Spencer, Sgt. Brent Railey, Secretary Debbie Stephens.
Second row #r: Sgt. Bo Kelly, Cpl. Wil Smith, David Fsher, Russell Epps, Cpl. MitchOliver, Ken Lalumiere, Josh Cockrell, Steven

Martinez.
Third row | -r: Kevin Hurley, Jason Bennett, Cpl. Freddie Hays, Lamar Burns, Cpl. Robert Stillwell, Dean Gibson, Cpl. Kevin Godbee,

Cpl. Lynn Stanford.
Fourth row | -r: Zachary Griffis, Capt. Chris Hodge, Sgt. Tony Fox

Due to the promotion of Lt. Wanda Roberts to Headquarters, Sgt. Tony
Fox was selected to fill the position in the Region IV Office as
Administrative Sgt. Sgt. Fox served as a field supervisor fgeass and

will now oversee officestaff, administrative duties, and assist with the

Region budget.




