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The Vision of the Law Enforcement Division is to ensure that
Georgiads natur al ved®roourpresens wi |
and future generations.

The Mission of the Law Enforcement Division is to conserve our
natural resources and to protect the people we serve. We
maintain public support through fair and vigorous law
enforcement, quality education, and community involvement.
We commit ourselves to our Vision and Mission by practicing
our core beliefs, which are trust, fairress and professionalism.

Headquarters

The Georgia Department of Natural Resources, Law Enforcement Division, currently has
190 POSTcertified Game Wardens with statewide authority and full arrest powers. The
primary duties of these Game Wardens are reefoent of all laws and regulations
pertaining to hunting, fishing, commercial fishing, environmental violations, and
recreational boating, as well as to provide public safety on all our-EiviRolled
properties.

The Law Enforcement Division operateswi straighdine chain of command. It consists

of the Colonel, Lt. Colonel, three Majors (field operations, special operations and aviation),
seven Region Supervisors (Captains), t wo
administrative support), twoilpt Captains, three Lieutenants (database management,
training and special permits/captive wildlife and wild animals), and 171 field Game
Wardens (Sergeants, Corporals, Ranger First Class, and Rangers).
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Equipment

The Division continued to purchase additional Glock Model 43s for issuance to new Game
Wardens who will graduate Game Warden Academy in 2018. Thes@ipaokapons were
issued to all Game Wardens in 2016. The Model 43, along with all other issued firearms,
is now introduced to new cadets during the Game Warden Academy as part of firearms
training.

With funds provided by the Georgia Natural Resources Foundation, 60 pieces of body
armor were replaced this past year. The Division is currently using AlptealdgliPoint
Blank body armor.

The Division completed a patrol rifle upgrade with $47,000 in funds received during the
annual Weekend for Wildlife event. In 2007, Game Wardens were issued military surplus
M-16s. In 2015, the process began to upgradeftbe by replacing the upper assemblies
with 14.506 Dani el Defense uppers. This
purchased, completing the upgrade and totally replacing the surplus rifle. Transition
training to the upgraded rifles is scheduledthe fall.

The Division received a generous mid budget ye=«t
funding amendment that resulted in the purchasg
53 patrol vehicles. This will greatly improve th
status of t he di vi si
vehicles that have been in service singdaa back
as 2008. Ford has the state contract and Field G
Wardens are issued anl1lb0 extended cab an
supervisors the -£50 Crew Cab. In addition, thg
Division utilized Recreational Boating Safety Grajs
Funds to replace six patrol boats in the fl@dte
maj ority of the inlang
246 Center Consol e p
scan sonar equi pment .
utilized JEA funding to replace a 4@arold, 35
foot Contender that was at the end of its serviee |
with a 386 I mpact fro
with an enclosed cabin. This new offshore boat
equipped with triple Mercury 350 Verado Outboa
motors, A/C, and a Garmin Chart plotter with rad
and side scan sonar capabilities. It will be used
offshore and near shore patrols. The vessel will g
allow Game Wardens to patrol Marine Protect
Areas ( MP A 6-51p milesooff the ceadt.




; The Law  Enforcement
Division recently acquired, at
no cost to the Department, a
Mobile Command Vehicle
from the Georgia Emergency
Management Agency. The
Command Vehicle will be
used for a wide variety of
incidents including natural
disasters, wildfires, ptonged
search and rescue missions,
and planned events. It will
provide interoperability with
other agencies and a place to
coordinate efforts and set up Incident Command. The vehicle is equipped with a wide
variety of radio systems including VHF, 800 MHmd Southern Linc that can be tied
together via the ACU1000 Audio Gateway. It also has a satellite phone, allowing multiple
agencies to communicate more easily at an incident scene. The vehicle will be a valuable
asset, not only to the Law Enforcement iBion, but also to the entire Department.

The Law Enforcement Division is completing a radio system transition from analog to
digital VHF. In 2011 when it was mandated that all VHF systems be ndiaoded, there
was a significant loss in coverage frdme ¥16 statewide repeater sites and the mobile units.

To offset that, the transition to digital began and the coverage has significantly increased.
Bond funds were used to purchase 32 new digaphkble repeaters. The Division will have
a 100% digital stawide repeater system, with all infrastructure less than seven years old.

GILEE

Captain Johnny Johnson participated in th& Gorgia International Law Enforcement
Exchange (GILEE) program to Israel. This tweek training session, coordinated through
Georgia State University, focuses on sharing homeland security techniques as well as the
benefits and limitations of a nationablige system. During the program, 19 Law
Enforcement Executives from Georgia were briefed at multiple venues in the state of Israel.

Institutionalizing Game Warden Title

In Georgia Law, a DNR law enforcement officer has the title of Conservation RAfiger.

careful consideration, the Command Staff decided to pursue obtaining the working title of
Game War den, to clear the publicbés confus
rangers, and since it more clearly defines the core mission of thersfiol. Henderson
consulted with the Commissionerés Office
War deno as t htatelawshdve notyand wilknbt e chadgette it is a

working title and not an official job title changdoving forward,vehicles will be marked

to reflect the change, as well as other new equipment, clothing, and branding items.




Ranger Hotline

The Ranger Hotline program, which provides a way for citizens to report anonymously
potentially illegal wildlife and other comsvation law violations, continues to be
successful. If the information leads to an arrest, the tipster receives a cash reward funded
by the Georgia Natural Resource Foundatiavhose mission is to proteutildlife by
increasing public support for wildlife law enforcement. In 2016, 401 tips were received by
email for various violations.

LED License Plate

The 2016 Georgia Legislature approved a new automobile license plate, to be designed by
the Divisian, and sold to citizens for an additional fee. Part of the revenue generated from
the sale of the plates will go to DNR Law Enforcement for operational costs. One of the
Game Wardens in the Coastal Region designed the plate arsdl@seare currently
undeway.

New Headquarters Facility and Fallen
Game Warden Monument

In December, Law Enforcement
Headquarters moved into a newly renovated
building on the Social Circle campus. The
facility also includes a 1,668quare foot
warehouse and a helipad. Adjaceéntthe
entrance, a beautiful eigfaot high black
granite monument, in the shape of Georgia,
was erected. The Georgia DNR Fallen
Game Warden Memorial, complete with
Georgia and American flags on either side,
honors the eight Game Wardens who have
lost their lives in the line of duty.

whe
ho”]ﬂ'h"

Recruitment Video

As part of an aggressive recruiting effort, LED Public Affairs produced a short video
highlighting the duties of Georgia Game Wardens and encouraging qualified individuals
to submit an application. Bvideo features video clips and still photos shot during the last
year, informational text, and higénergy, royaltyfree background music. The video can

be viewed at this URLhttps://www.youtule.com/watch?v=jeYiTeVHOxY



http://georgianrf.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jeYiTeVHOxY

SPLASH

The Division, along with Georgiads First
and private partners, began an aggressivedaotvning campaign called SPLASH. The
acronymSPLASH encourages citizens to follolese tips when enjoying beaches, pools,
lakes, rivers and other bodies of water:

i Supervisioni Designate an adult to watch children at all times. Do not assume
someone else is watching.

i Preventioni Wear personal flotation devices (PFD or life jacketytai
fencing around pools, and use drain covers in hot tubs and pools.
L ook before you leap Never jump into water without knowing how deep it is
and what is below the surface.
Ar mbs LAdgtths should be armds | ength
jackets and throwable flotation devices should be nearby at all times.

1 Swim Lessong Knowing how to swim greatly reduces the chance of
drowning.

1 Have a Water Safety PlarKnow what to do during an emergency.

The campaign includes bilingual brochurpsblic service announcements and videos,
social media messaging, and safety messages painted on boat ramps using stencils. The
Department is also in the process of adding life jacket loaner boards at public boat ramps
and state parks, with these#tionsnow included on the Georgia Outdoors app.

OTHER SPECIAL LAW ENFORCEMENT ISSUES

HB 208- License Fee Increase to Add New Game Wardens

This bill, which passed during the 2017 legislative session, increases hunting, fishing, and
recreational license feeb,r i ngi ng them in | ine with nei
Enforcement Division will utilize a percentage of the new revenue for additional personnel
and other enforcement and operational costs.

The Division experienced an unprecedented year in tlaeohreceiving pay increases. At

the beginning of FY17, all certified personnel within the division received a 6% pay raise.
Then, at the migjear of the state budget cycle, Governor Nathan Deal called for major law
enforcement reform, which included a%(pay increase for any state law enforcement
officers who were on the front lines and completed new, mandatory annual in service
training in the areas of eescalation and community policing. This raise affected the
Division by providing a 20% raise foratlrank of Captain and below.




Matthew/West Mims/Tatum Gulf/Albany Tornado X 2/ Ice Storm

Game Wardens responded to several natural disasters in the state this past year from
wildfires in the North West Georgia Mountains and the Okefenokee Swampcatherr
Matthew on the Georgia Coast, multiple tornadoes in Southwest Georgia and two ice
storms in the North Georgia area. Game Wardens provided first responder operations,
debris clearing with chain saws, damage assessment, search and rescue andosesurity r
during these events.

JEA Patrols

Coastal Game Wardens just completed tHe Jdint Enforcement Agreement (JEA) with

NOAA. They patrolled saltwater areas inshore and offshore for 989 hours, usiRg twin
engine boats for 245 hours, singlegine boats for 217 hours, and patrolling dockside for

196 hours. They spent 50 hours patrolidg ay 6 s Reef Nati onal Ma
hours on Atlantic Right Whales violations, 78 hours for outreach (I&Es), 50 hours by
aircraft, and 77 administrative hours. They detected a number of Federal Fisheries
violations including over the limit of fislpossession of illegal species, illegal nets, and
Turtle Excluder Device (TED) violations. These documented violations were turned over

to NOAA for prosecution or handled in local courts.

DNR Re-Organization Period Continues

The Georgia DNR Law Enforceent Division completed the fourth year of a fiyear
transition that will consolidate all Law Enforcement functions under the umbrella of the
Law Enforcement Division, to include State Parks enforcement. In 2013, the Board of

Natural Resources approvecetimternal reorganization of its operational Divisions that
elevated the Law Enforcement Section to Division Status, removing it aspaicgram in

the Wildlife Resources Division. The changes to the DNR structure were made to more
accurately reflect thevorking structure of the department, streamline operations, clarify
chain of command, standardize training, equipment and operational guidance for law
enforcement services and to reduce liability.

Public Affairs

Media Relations and Public Outreach

TheDivision conductdmedia news conferences and ralengs with Rangers for the start

of the boating and hunting seast®Hdiday fiOpe
weekend to promote safe boating and swimming safety and to educate citizens on boating
laws and how they are applied. Prior to boating season, in late May, LED partnered with
the Governoroés Office of Highway Safety (
encourage safety on the waterways and highways throughout the summer. The 201
cammi gn was c al 178afetyfolr.ed0 fNSeuwsmerrel eases, | &
speeches to various civic groups, and regular news media interviews and intevaction
utilized throughout the yeao disseminate information to the public.




SocialMedia

LED manages a Facebook page that currentiynbady4700 0 page fALiIi keso
regularly view the page). Many of LEDOGSs
people who may see the post throughs t hei
40,000, and occasionally, some are above 100,000. The Division also has a Twitter account
that is linked to Facebook, which currently has dv&00followers, a YouTube Channel

with multiple safetyrelated videos, and dnstagramaccount with over 4,XDfollowers

nOoOff the Pavement o Awards Banquet

In August 208, th e LEDOGSs Command Staff was
Commissioner, Deputy Commissioner, and Board Members dtingé A n n u a |
Pavement 06 Awar ds Bha avgnuheghligtedthe Gistanaingreffoftis. of
Game WardenBom across the state who had received a number of awards throughout the
year. At the end of the evening, CorpoEaldie Tompkindrom the northeat Georgia
Region was named 6&ameWhrdeoffhe Vearsi onds 201
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2015 Game Warden of the Year Cpl. Casey 2016 GamewWarden of the Year, Cpl. Eddie
Jones pins the on®f-a-kind badge on the 2016 Tompkins receives his award.
winner, Cpl. Eddie Tompkins.




Statewide Awards

Ranger of the Year
Corporal Eddie Tompkins is one of the best when it comes to boating safety, winning this
year 0s Boating Officer of the Year award |
I apprehend poachers during the fall are quite impressive as well. Eddie
has outsmadi ng knowl edge of the area,
extensive contacts with landowners in his assigned county of Gwinnett.
He logged 78 huntingelated complaints and 504 hours spent working
wildlife enforcement. During these patrols Cpl. Tompkins eskid6
violator contacts and apprehended an astounding 22 persons for hunting
without permission. During the past year Eddie documented 309 total
violator contacts. He obtained an astronomical 51 arrest warrants (16
felony and 35 misdemeanor) during the rya&'hile attending to his
regular duties, he was also enrolled in the Professional Management
Program (PMP) at Columbus State University. He will be completing the program later
this year. Community involvement, outreach, and education are priority t@ @ppkins.
During the year he participated in 14 boating safety and education programs and 15 general
I&E programs. He worked at the Atlanta Boat Show, the GON Outdoor Blast, and also
provided boating safety programs, career day, and endangered spegr@snprmn the
Gwinnett County School system.

James R. Darnell Award

Ranger First Class John Evans is committed to Conservation Law Enforcement and serving

Georgians. RFC Evans had a total of 267 contacts for the year. Ninety percent of these
contacts regesent violations on the Region VIl focus list. Last year he
conducted over 200 WMA and State Park patrols, resulting in 79
violator contacts and four drug cases. This past year, he documented
over 540 boating safety hours. This included 92 water patrelhich
he checked 432 boats. He made six BUI arrests and logged 18 Search
and Rescue missions. He was also involved in 28 JEA patrols
documenting 136 JEA hours. John never shuns an opportunity to
improve his abilities. He completed training to be a dediNASBLA
Instructor. POST General Instructor training, and POST FTO training.

: He is very involved in his community and is a committee member on
the Golden Isles Longspurs, the Glynn County chapter of the National Wild Turkey
Federation and is also an is$ant coach with the Wayne CountyHdshotgun team. RFC
Evans taught 15 programs to school children and the general public promoting Boating
Safety and recognizing other hazards unique to the Georgia coast. RFC Evans presented
29 1&Es, Hunter Developmemtrograms, and seven Hunter Education classes in 2015.




Ranger of the Year Nominees

Region + RFC Cody Jones Region \V RFC Jesse Harrison
Region I} Cpl. Eddie Tompkins Region VI Cpl. Tommy Daughtrey

Region Il RFC TimButler Region VIF RFC John Evans
Region V- RFC Keith Page

Supervisor of the Year
Captain Jeff Swift is the recipient of the 2015 Supervisor of the Year Award. Capt. Swift
is a 29year veteran of the Law Enforcement Division, serving as Region Supervisor since
2007.Jeff has demonstrated the traits and qualities that make him a
deserving winner of this prestigious award. He has vigorously
supported the goals and values of DNR and, in their written
nomination, the Rangers in his Region said that Capt. Swift always
creates md maintains a positive and professional work environment.
He encourages consistency and accountability throughout the Region,
displaying a strong commitment to Conservation Law Enforcement and
Is dedicated to serving his fellow officers. His coaching jwvation and
positive reinforcement help to create a successful and rewarding work
environment, benefiting every employee. Jeff continually works to
maintain positive working relationships with many different community organizations
within the region, as wkeas city and county law enforcement agencies, other DNR
Divisions, and local legislators. The support of these organizations have proven
instrumental pursuing the missions of the Division and the Department. Congratulations to
Captain Jeff Swift, the 2@LSupervisor of the Year.

Investigative Ranger of the Year
Corporal Casey Jonewhoa nd i s c ur r e rRarger of thé Year,Dsithe 045 o n 0 P
Investigative Ranger of the Year, sponsored by the Safari iClaborgia Chapter. Cpl.

X Jones is a verséi wellrounded officer and is particularly skilled in
investigative work, successfully completing two very-depth,
complex, and tim&onsuming investigations last year. In one of those
cases, he received a hunting without permission complaint in @ctobe
2014. He searched the area and located a baited stand, a trail camera,
and an ATV trail |l eading to a su
investigation, which included collecting evidence from social media
sites, interviews of suspects and witnessed, amlyzing data and
photos from a trail camera and cell phone, Cpl. Jones determined that
the main suspect had committed 43 wildlife violations over the past two

year s. The suspect pled gui |l t-solidicase againgt| e a
him. He was fined $2,300, forfeited all wildlife seized, and lost hunting privileges for three
years. For his outstanding efforts in all aspects of Conservation Law Enforcement, Casey
was recently named Officer of the Year by the North American Wildlife Eafoent
Officers Association Congratulations to Corporal Casey Jones, the 2015 Investigative
Officer of the Year.




Boating Officer of the Year
Corporal Eddie Tompkins is the 2015 Georgia Boating Officer of the Year. Cpl. Tompkins
has exhibitedthBi vi si onés core mission in all of

primarily on Lake Lanier, Eddie documented 7,285 boating miles, 708
boating hours and responded to 31 Water SARs. He also participated in
14 boating safety educational programs ardeneight BUI arrests last
year. He made 685 vessel stops logging 242 violations. Eddie also
assisted the Forsyth County Sheri
course for deputies patrolling the lake. As a member of the DNR Side
Scan Sonar Team, Eddgknown for his ability to effectively operate
the equi pment . I n a drowning inci
dedication to bring closure to a grieving family was evident as he
searched for the victim until 4:00 a.m., when poor weather halted the
operation. He was back on the water at 7 a.m., soon locating the victim with sonar and
directing divers for the recovery. On Jul§, hfter receiving information from the drug
task force, Cpl. Tompkins arrested three subjects for numerous felony areimaatbr
violations related to the selling of meth on the lake. lllegal drugs, a stolen pistol, and $4,000
in cash were seized as evidence. In another incident, Eddie observed a pontoon boat that
was overloaded and as he approached, he realized the batouaso sink. He radioed
for another Ranger and they were able to save the boaters just as their vessel sank.
Congratulations to Corporal Eddie Tompkins, the 2015 Georgia Boating Officer of the
Year.

The Rocky Wainwright Waterfowl Award
Corporal BrianHobbins is the 2016 Rocky Wainwright Waterfowl Award recipient. Cpl.
Hobbins places a strong emphasis on waterfowl enforcement. He also recognizes the
importance of developing public trust through involvement in his
community. Brian had a very impressiwaterfowl enforcement
season, documenting over 200 hours of enforcement activity, with 60
hours spent dragging ponds in bait detection. He spent 24 evenings in
and around flooded timber, listening for afteyurs shoots. He
conducted six early goose atehl patrols and also worked several
evenings outside his work unit, assisting fellow Rangers. His dedication
yielded a very impressive 69 waterfowl contacts. Brian is always
willing to help in other work units, as his experience and expertise in
waterfowl enforcement is welknown across the Region. Much of his
waterfowl enforcement efforts occurred prior to waterfowl season, during deer season
patrols, when he detected evidence that led to documented violations. In his community in
Columbia County, Briatnas invested countless hours educating civic groups, students at
the local schools, and fatbased organizations on waterfowl habitats and conservation.
He is an Advisory Council Member for the Wounded Warrior Retreat at Gonag
Plantation, facilitatinghunts to honor and empower combat injured service members..
Congratulations to Corporal Brian Hobbins, winner of 2016 Rocky Wainwright Waterfowl
Award.
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The Torch Award

Ranger First Class Patrick Gibbs is the recipient of the 2016 Torch Award. RFC Gibbs,

who is assigned to Long County, had an outstanding year in Conservation Law
Enforcement. Patrick checked 266 hunting licenses, 356 fishing
licenses, 313 vessels, and 67 commercial licenses. He conducted 92
patrols on WMAs and State Parks and logged 19@shon 45 citizen
complaints. He made 50 vessel patrols to include: JEA patrols, shellfish
patrols, boating safety patrols, and commercial shrimp trawler patrols,
dedicating over 250 hours patrolling state waters. His hunting and
fishing enforcement effostresulted in 170 violator contacts, resulting
in the confiscation of two deer, nine ducks, 120 freshwater fish, 12
saltwater fish, over 100 pounds of shrimp, and three bushels of oysters.
Patrick also made 26 cases directly related to night deer hufitiag,

for hunting turkeys over bait, six BUI arrests, seven for commercial shrimping/oyster

violations and seven more cases were made related to waterfowl enforcement. In his

assigned work area, which includes 88 miles of the Altamaha River, five WMAS{atee

Park, and 22 miles of the Atlantic Coast, Patrick isselfivated, has a tireless work ethic,

and is always sure to leave a positive impression with every citizen contacted. He is also

committed to education and conducted 17 I&E programs, workitigthe local school

system, CHAMPS, KFEOGS, Shop with a COP,

member and has been selected to be a certified FTO for the Division. Congratulations to

Ranger First Class Patrick Gibbs, the 2016 Torch award winner.

Hunter Education Instructor of the Year Award
Ranger Eric White is the 2015 Hunter Education Instructor of the Year for his dedication
to promoting Georgiabds Hunter Educati on
southwest Georgia that typically recgs the certification of about 550
students- a challenge for a work unit with three counties without a
resident Ranger. In spite of these challenges, Eric understands that a
Rangertaught class enhances the message of personal safety and
natural resourc@rotection when it is delivered by a knowledgeable
officer in uniform. Eric dedicated approximately 125 hours to Hunter
Education, teaching 13 classes in four of the seven counties in his work
unit. He continually works to stay knowledgeable on laws ardif in
hunter education so he can provide the most informative material to
prospective students. Eric was actively involved in the discussions and
planning of the Hunter Education programof
hand knowledge of thesdhanges to the instructors in his work unit, ensuring quality and
consistency of the program. Eric also participated in 53 various Information & Education
presentations promoting firearms, hunting, boating, and ATV safety to numerous groups
including theBoy Scouts and local school children. Congratulations to Ranger Eric White,
the 2015 Hunter Education Instructor of the Year.




Previous Rangers of the Year

William Powell 1980 Phillip Scott
W.D. Hill, Jr. 1981 Stanley Elrod
Michael Bone 1982 Rick Sellars
William Vickers 1983 David Ruddell
Dan Parrish 1984 Derek Dillard
Ronald Bailey 1985 Mike Barr
Ralph Sheppard 1986 Harry E. Akins
Roger D. Garrison 1987 Eric Brown
James McDaniel 1988 John Murphy
Doug Lewis 1989 Shane Sartor
Terry West 1990 Mike Binion
W. Howard Hensley, Jr. 1991 Brian Hobbins
Dennis Aderholt 1992 Cindy Miller
Bill Bunch 1993 Timothy Butler
Arvid Edwards 1994 Jason Roberson
Mitchell H. Yeargin 1995 David Webb
Jef Weaver 1996 Greg Wae
Mike Commander 1997 Casey Jones




Ve

Front Row, L_R: RFC Mark Puig, BOG Joyce Holland, Secretary Sherry Rollins, CPT Jeff Galloway, SGT Eric Brown, SGT
James Keener, RGR Frank Pucci, RFC Mark Moyer, SGT Jason Roberson, CPL Barton Hendrix, RGR Nolan Callaway, RGR
Ryan Locke, CPL Brooks Varnell, K-9 fiTaz 0.

Back Row, L_R: CPL Chad Cox, SGT Mike Barr, RGR Kalem Burns, RFC Zack Hardy, RFC Daniel Gray, CPL Casey Jones,
RFC Roger McConkey, CPL Ben Cunningham, CPL Byron Young, CPL Shawn Elmore, CPL Cody Jones, SGT Brian Keener,
RGR Travis Shrader.

Administration

Currently Region | is comprised of 20 Northwest Georgia Counties and the Metro Atlanta
area. Within these counties we have 3 major impoundments, 6 major rivers, 7 State Parks,
18 Wildlife Management Areas (249,000 acres) 173,000 acres of US Forest &andsce

244 miles of trout streams. The Law Enforcement Division of the Department of Natural
Resources continues to assume all Law Enforcement responsibilities on state owned and
operated property, including calls from private citizen concerning law emf@et on

private and public properties from the 20 counties which comprise the Region.

Region 1 experienced several personnel changes this year. Cpl. Tommy Gentry and Sgt.
John Vanlandinghanetired in October 2016, Cpl. Lee Burns retired in December 2016.
Sgt. Derek Dillard transferred to Region Il Gainesville and was replaced with the
promotion of Cpl. Jason Roberson to Sergeant in January 2017.

Cpl. James Keener also was promoted to &argin January 2017 to fill vacancy left by
retirement of Sgt. Vanlandingham. RFC Cody Jones was promoted to Corporal to fill
vacancy left by Sgt. James Keener and RFC Ben Cunningham was promoted to Corporal
to fill the vacancy left by retirement of C@lommy Gentry.




Region Personnel Awards

Cpl. Cody Jones received the Region 1 Ranger of the Year Award.

Cpl. Bart Hendrix received the Region 1 Boating Safety Officer of the Year and the DNR
LED State Boating Safety Officer of the Year.

Cpl. Bart Hendrixwas selected as the NASBLA Southern Region Boating Officer of the
Year and is qualified for the NASBLA National Boating Officer of the Year.

RFC. Roger McConkey received the Region 1 National Wild Turkey Federation Award.
RFC. Mark Puig received the Regidrnrorch Award.

RFC. Mark Moyer received the Region 1 Investigative Officer of the Year Award.

Region 1 did not submit a nominee for Rocky Wainwright Waterfowl Award.

Sgt. Brian Keener was honored by the Pickens Co. Kiwanis Club as Law Enforcement
Officer of the Year.

In July of 2016, Cpl. Casey Jones attended the (NAWE(##
North American Wildlife Enforcement Officers Associatio
conference in Burlington Vermont. He was selected as|§
2015 NAWEOA ANorth Amer.i
Year . o

RFC Cody Jones was presented with a plague at the
POAG annual convention for being selected as the
2016 Region | MfARanger of

In October of 2016, Cpl. Casey Jones gavd
presentation on a high profile Ginse
Investigation at the SEAFWASoutheastern
Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencie
conference in Baton Rouge Louisiana.




Game Warden Cpl. Shawn Elmore attended

the 43" Drug Recognition Expert Class at the

Georgia Public Training Center in Forsyth,

Georgia where he completetraining to

become a Drug Recognition Expert. He was

awarded the honor of obtaining the highest
i academic award during the training

Region Office Relocation

In September 2016, after 55 years of service in the Calhoun Georgia location at One
Memory Lane, the Region 1 LE Office was relocated to 781 Red Top Mtn. road in Acworth
Ga. A warehouse is currently under construction at the new location.




Operational

Captain Galloway served as OIC at the Command Post set up at Ga. For€stityoin

Ga. During the North Ga. Fires and multiple Region 1 Game Wardens assisted with forest
fires in Gordon, Murray, Polk, Haralson, Whitfield, and Bartow Counties in July and
November of 2016. Region 1 Game Wardens Galloway, Brown, Burns, Jones, Young,
McConkey, Cox and EImore worked the Hurricane Matthew Detail in October 2016.

Sgt. James Keener, Cpl. Ben Cunningham and RFC Mark Puig assigned to the Counter
Terrorism Task Force, assisted with the
Metro Atlarta on 2/01/17.

On Thursday, February 2, 2017, Region 1 Game Wardens, Sgt. Brian Keener, Cpl. Brooks
Varnell and Capt. Galloway responded to a-tWwoat collision in a portion of the Lake
known as the AS turnso. U p o that tve boatsvhach g o
collided, one boat had capsized and the other was driving in circles. All three occupants
had been thrown into the water and one of them had been rescued by a nearby fisherman.
The body of the first victim was located by the Cherokeerty Fire Department that day

and the search for the other missing man continued until February 19. During this incident,
more than twenty Game Wardens searched for the second victim utilizing the DNR Side
Scan, Sector Scan, ROV, as well as body draggeStweeps were made each day by both
DNR LED as well as Cherokee County Fire. All search efforts were without success until
the body surfaced on February 19. Game Wardens assisted in the recovery at that time.

The DNR CIRT Team investigated the inail@end was able to determine the cause of the
incident using on board GPS from each boat. This incident consumed the vast majority of
the 108 time for several officers during February.

On Tuesday, March 7, 2017 Sgt. Jason Roberson received infornfetasomeone had

been excavating for American Indian artifacts illegally in the area of the Lealkanl
Mounds near Cartersvill©n Wednesday, March 8, 2017 Sgt. Roberson and RFC Barton
Hendrix searched the area dadated the illegal dig sit®©n Friday March 10, 2017 SGT
Roberson and RFC Zack Hardy to attempted to install a camera on the site. As they
approached the area, they observed two men digging in the site as well as two piles of
debris that were later identified as American Indian ArtifactsheyTapproached the
individuals and frisked them for weapons. A small amount of marijuana and a pipe was
located. A short timéater, another man approached their location and began to act in a
suspicious manner. He was found to be in possession of nmarijbat was packaged in

the exact manner as the other subject. He also had a mason jar full of marijuana. Further
investigation revealed that he was delivering the marijuana for sale to the other suspects.
A subsequent search of his vehicle by the Baoug Task Force revealed more than five
ounces of marijuana, numerous baggies, digital scales and other items related to the sale of
narcotics. He was charged with Felony intent to distribute marijuana. Search warrants were
obtained for his cell phonesavell as the main culprit in the Archeological dig. The search

of the artifact diggers phone revealed child pornography. The Drug Task Force and the
GBI opened an investigation and subsequently charged him with charges related to child
pornography.




More than 850 Native American artifacts and five ounces of marijuana were seized in this
case as well as one vehicle. All the misdemeanor charges have been plead guilty to and
the felonies are expected to go to trial in the coming year.

During the fall of 2016, RFC Bart Hendrix finished up an
investigation that spanned over two deer seasons. The
investigation consisted of multiple violators, locations, and
charges. It involved a group of hunters who conspired to
poach deer throughout Me Atlanta and a deer cooler
who was covering for them. As a result of this
investigation, more than 120 charges were made. Five
individuals were identified to be the most egregious
violators. Sixty nine warrants were taken out for them
including severacounts of each of the following: Hunting
without permission, hunting big game over bait, taking
over the limit, Failure to record harvest, Obstruction,
Hunting out of season, and Failure to maintain proper
records for a cold storage facility. One of theer that was
determined to have been taken illegally was a 17¢éh
buck that was rumored to have been killed in Cherokee
County but was determined to have been killed in Cobb
County after the poacher had obtained his limit of bucks.
This poached deeras been featured in several outdoor
magazines and the poacher has received quite a bit of
notoriety for his trophy.
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In January, 2017 Chief# Instructor Cpl. Brooks Varnell purchased 4 new® ifor the
Law Enforcement Division, ¥ Rock was retired idanuary after 11 years of service. In
February, Cpl. Brooks Varnell instructed aiiBek K-9 training academy certifying the
handlers and new-R successfully. Cpl. Varnell and newXTaz are now working in the
field. K-9 Taz is trained in man trackingyvidence recovery, wildlife detection and

apprehension.

Cpl. Chad Cox and RFC Daniel Gray organized {
annual Polk County Kids Fishing Rodeo. The
were 577 kids under age 16 in attendance at
year o60s event




During the week of Jun&2" through B
June 18, Sgt. Eric Brown conducted hig
12" annual Carroll County Outdoor Daj
Camp. The camp included 41 boys ag
girls between the ages of 13 and 1%
During the week students were certifig

y/

-

in Hunter Education and Boat Georgi S = _,_“?\‘\ L = \\‘%;%mm
Activities included learning to shoot .2 — W B

rifles, skeet, and trap. Other activiti N
included shooting archery, crossbo S A—

learning to use a GPS, wildli

identification, plant identification, a liv

snake show, boat operation and a fish

trip. :

Game Warden Cpl. Ben Cunningham received multiple complaints of persons catching
and keeping over their limit of fish at the Lock and Dam Park on the Coosa River in Floyd
County. On February 22, 2017, Cpl. Cunningham received an anonymous call thag perso
driving a silver van were at the Lock and Dam Park and catching and keeping too many
fish. Cpl. Cunningham responded and found a man from Gwinnett County with fish and
coolers in his silver van with aerators. He gave consent for Cpl. Cunninghank ta loo

the coolers. Cpl. Cunningham knew the individual as he had been cited before for over the
limit of fish. Cpl. Cunningham found 20 white bass and 40 crappie. The man was arrested
and transported to the Floyd County Jail.




Region Il- Gainesville (Northeast)

G o

Front Row L-R: Capt. Johnny Johnson, Cpl. Kevin Dyer, RFC Chad Chambers, Cpl. Adam Loudermilk, RFC Kevin Goss,
RFC David Webb, Rgr. Beth Gilbert, Rgr. Tommy Crabb, RFC Matt Johnson, Rgr. Chris Kernahan, Secretary Tasha Lamb,
AAIlll Brenda Tanner, Sgt. Lee Brown

Back row, L-R: RFC Tim Vickery, Cpl. Eric Isom, RFC Shane Brown, RFC Mark Stephens, Sgt. Derek Dillard, Sgt. Steve Seitz,
RFC Brandon Pierce, RFC Joe Hill, Cpl. Anne Wiley, Sgt. Greg Colson, Cpl. Eric Sanders, Cpl. Eddie Tokips, Rgr. Chris
Hall, RFC Mitchell Crump.

Inset, L-R: Sgt. Mike Burgamy, Cpl. Josh Chambers, Cpl. Craig FulghumRFC Shane Sartor PT Secretary McKayla Justus

The Gainesville Region is comprised of the 19 Northeast Georgia Countiesimdhicte
several metro areas around Atlanta. Within these camtehave 8 major impoundments,

3 major rivers, 13 Wildlife Management Areas, 220 miles of trout streams, 21 State Park
Properties and 288,000 acres of National Forest lands. The impoundwtairtsRegion

Il receive over 20 million visitors annually while the state parks and wildlife management
areas receive another 2.5 million annually. The Law Enforcement Division of the Georgia
Department of Natural Resourdssresponsible fothe law enércementneedson all of

the state owned and operated propentyaddition toany DNR law enforcement calls for
service on private or public property from the 19 county areas within the region. This
tremendous amount of visitation anse on these propries create great deal of diverse

law enforcement issues that the@@cers of this region continually address.




Boating Activity

This year has been a very busy one and unfortunately we seen a significant rise in water
related fatalities. Drowning and boating related incidents accounted for 23 deaths from July
of 2016 through June of 2017.

On a Friday evening in July 2016 GaWwardens from
Region Il responded to one of the most severe boa
events to ever occur on Lake Lanier. Four people |.
their lives in a single vessel boating incident when
operator of a 38oot tunnel hull Skater lost control o
his vessel that was traling at over 130 miles pe
hour. The boat flippedeveral times ejecting all of t
occupants who did not survive. Officers from
region worked through the night deploying sonar &
remotely operated equipment succeeding i,
recovering two of the victims. The search continu

the next evening and themaining two occupants g
were recovered. The DNR LED Critical Incider
Reconstruction Team (CIRT) investigated the incidd
where the speed and other facts in the incident
determined.

The 388 Skater appears to have held together pretty goodtbosiee damage was done
to the starboard and stern of the vessel. The boat was valued between $800,000 and
$1,000.000 dollars.




Region Il LED Game Wardens work very diligently to recover all the victims involved in
water deaths and succeeded in 90%hefincidents this past year. Considering what rests
beneath the waters of most impoundments this is quite remarkable. The proficiency of these
professionals in the use of sonar and remotely operated controlled equipment continues to




Another event that Region Il LED was involved {.%
was the removal of abandon vessels from L4g
Lanier. DNR LED in partnership with the Lak
Lanier Association and the US Army Corp
Engineers was successful in securing funds to re
several large boatkadt were potential hazards for t
boating public. Many of these vessels had been §
discarded for years and through investigations 4§
cooperation from several sources prior owners|..
was determined and the vessels were removed. |
initiative continue and now derelict docks are alq®
addressed by the US Army Corp of Engineers.

Hunting and Fishing Activity

Game Wardens from Region Il were involved in an extensive case in White County where
multiple trapping, hunting and felony violations were cited. Two individuals, husband and
wife were implicated in various violations involving protected species and wiludife
animals. The husband was a convicted felon and had involved his spouse in his activities
to secure a trapping license. An area where several traps were set was located by Game
Wardens and surveillance cameras were deployed to capture photogragbitce. The
individual was photographed at the traps while in the possession of a firearm. After many
months ofnvestigationa29-countindictment on the male subject was returned by a grand
jury while eight were handed down on the female subjecerAfhegotiatedlea,the male
subject was sentenced to a total of 10 years to serve with 3 years being served in
confinement. The male subject was fined $2000.00 and his hunting privileges were
suspended for a term of 5 years. The female was senten2eg#ws on probation and a
$1000.00 fine with 120 hours of community service and her hunting privileges were also
suspended for a period of 3 years.




On August 24, 2016 Game Warden Shane
Brown, received a compliant of illegal
deer hunting on United States Army Corp
of Engineers Property. The complainant
also stated that the violator had no regard
for the law and killed over his limit of deer
the previos season. Game Warden Brown
scoured the area | ooki
truck and located it nearby. Cpl. Eddie
Tompkins assisted with locating the
subject who was without a firearm. After
many lies, the violators hunting location

and firearm were discoved. His cell
phone provided incriminating evidence of
t he prior year 0s hunt
guestioning, the violator admitted to
killing three buck the previous year. Game
Wardens seized &point set of antlers for
evidence. The US Army Corp of Enginger
Ranger issued the violator two federal
citations along with the state charges. The
subject pled guilty in State Court and was
sentenced to a $1305.00 fine. Federal court

disposition has not transpired.

Game Warden Brandon Pierce started an invegiigdahat derived

from a complaint on February 27, 2017 and lasted until April 23, 2017,
dealing with possible violations from bow fishing. The complaint
involved taking gamefish by illegal methods. Upon an initial search
for evidence several pieces wefeund that suggested a valid
complaint. Game Warden Shane Sartor assisted in the investigation and
the two Wardens gathered enough evidence to interview the suspects.
During the initial interviews, Game Warden Pierce and Sartor were
able to get statementiiom the three subjects who admitted to taking
gamefish while bow fishing. The violations occurred in three different
counties (Stephens, Hart, and Elbert) and two different lakes (Hartwell
and Clarkes Hill) during approximately a month period. Ovecthuese

of two months, more evidence was gathered and the officers were able
to meet with each Counties respective Judge. The investigation was
completed and a total of thirtwo citations were issued. They
consisted of taking gamefish by illegal methatlsd possession of
illegally taken fish. Thirtyone gamefish were proven to have been
killed during the investigation including an 8 and 10 pound largemouth
bass along with a 23 pound striper.
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Other Activity

DNR received a substantial sum of mgmesulting from g
an illegal ginseng case. The seizure of 430 Ibs. of gins
from a dealer in the investigation sold at an auction ean
this year. The proceeds from the case named Operq ¢
Botanical were split between Georgia and North Carol__
for ginseng conservation. $144,000.00 was received |
split between the Law Enforcement Division and t
Wildlife Resources Division. The Law Enforcemefs
Division will utilize the funds for equipment specifically t
support and strengthen the Divisions effortghe illegal
ginseng trade.

Region Il LEDresponded to the wildfires in North Georgia that burnt over 20,000 acres in

the Chattahoochee National Forest. LED Game Wardens assisted the US Forest Service,
Georgia Forestry Commission, and Local agencies with patrolling the affected areas.
Officerseva uat ed citizens in remote campground§g
provided other law enforcement support in Union, Towns, and White Counties.




Equipment

Region Il LED received two new patrol boats this year. Both vessels are center console
Cobiabds equipped with the | atest in elect
assigned to Lake Lanier while the other is assigned to Lake Hartwell. Maigtaimodern

vessel fleet on the states waterways is a very important factor in the Law Enforcement
Divisions response of water emergencies.

Region |l Personnel Awards

Cpl. Eddie Tonpkins received the State Game Wardéthe Year Award

Cpl. CraigFulghum received the Region Il Boating Safety Officer of the Year Award
Sgt. Jason Roberson received the Region Il Investigative Ranger of the Year Award
Game Warden Chris Kernahan received the Region Il & State Torch Award

Game Warden Chris Kernahan reesl the John Jacobs Award presented by the Hall
County Kiwanis Club

Promotions and Personnel Changes

Sergeant Stan Elrod was promoted to Captain within LED Region Il

Sergeant Derek Dillard transferred from Region | to Region I

Cpl. Jason Roberson wpsomoted to Sergeant withitED Region |

Game Warden Eric Isom was promoted to Corporal

Game Warden Shane Brown transferred from Forsyth County to Dawson County

Game Warden Tommy Crab transferred from the Parks Division to the LED assigned to
Lake BurtonRabun Boating Safety. He also graduated tieGdme Warden Academy

Chris Hall came to work for DNR LED and assigned as Game Warden in Forsyth County.
He graduated the 31st Game Warden Academy.




Front Row, L-R: Part-time Secretary Kelly Hadden, AA3 Elizabeth Bentley, Captain Stan Elrod, Cpl. Derrell Worth, RFC
Grant Matherly, Sgt. Max Boswell, Sgt. Doyte Chaffin, RFC Ricky Boles, Cpl. Ryan Swain, Cpl. Brian Adams, Sgt. Matt
Garthright, Cpl. Ben Payne

BackRow, L-R: Ranger Michael Madden, Ranger Jason Harrison, RFC Richard Tanner, RFC Bobby Timmerman, Cpl. Julian
Wilkins, RFC Tim Butler, Cpl. Mark Patterson, RFC Micheal Crawley, RFC Phillip Nelson, Ranger Dan Schay, Cpl. Jeff Billips
Not pictured: Cpl. David Allen, K9 Storm

Personnel Changes

Region Il underwent several personnel changes this past fiscal@phrBrian Hobbins

was promoted to Sgt. and transferred to Region VI. Cpl. Brian Adams transferred within
Region Il from Washington and Johns@ounties to McDuffie and Taliaferro Counties.

Sgt. Matt Garthright transferred from Administrative Sgt. Of Region 11l to Lake Oconee
Section Field Sgt. Sgt. John Harwell transferred from Lake Oconee Section Field Sgt. To
Administrative Sgt. Of Region lll. Capt. Mark Padgett retired from DNR Law
Enforcement. Region Il welcomed Sgt. Stan Elrod, from Region Il, as the new Capt. RFC
Jeff Billips was promoted to Cpl. in Burke County.

Region Personnel Awards

Cpl. Brian Adams received the RegiGame Wardewf the Year Award

RGR Dan Schayeceived thd&region Rocky Wainwright Waterfowward.

Cpl. Mark Pattersoreceived the Regiomvestigative Wardenf the Year Award.
Cpl. Ben Payneecaved the StattdN\WTF Officer of the Year Award.




Conservation Law Enforcement

Region Il had an outstanding year in the area of Conservation Law Enforcement. Rangers
put forth great effort and celebrated many accomplishments that warrant special
recognition. The enforcements efforts mentioned in the following cheasaswillingness

to go above and beyond, dedication beyond measure and commitment to catch the violators
responsible.

On September 1) Corporal Patterson, along with RFC Tim Bufl responded to a
complaintin Elbert County. Tiere they met with theomplainant, wharelayed to the
Wardenghat he had trapped a number of feral hogs on his property and had been using the
trap as a pen for the purpose of feeding out nine of the smaller hogs for butchering at a later
date. He stated he arrived to his pmypen the 10th to find the trap empty. Upon his
inspection, he found blood inside and outside of the trap. He stated he believed the
neighbors on the adjoining tract of land were responsible for killing and taking his hogs.
Cpl. Patterson examined therpand found indications that the animals had been killed
inside the pen and dragged out of the apgning, whichwas a sliding door. He noted

drag marks and bloaglridence, whicloriginated at the pen and led to an adjoining property
line approximately80 yards away where tracks and blood evidence indicated the animals
had been loaded on an ATV of some type. The ATV trail continued through the adjoining
tract of land with additional blood evidence found as drops and transfer or smears along
the way. After a thorough investigation, Cpl. Patterson was able to locate the individuals
whom were responsible for taking the hogs. Warrants were obtained, and the individuals

were charge with one count each for Hunting Without Permission, one count each for Theft
by Taking (misdemeanor), and two counts each for Criminal Trespass.

Game Wardens on Lake Oconeentinue to encounter individuals fishing by illegal
methods Several groups have been located across the lake, using cast nets and gill nets to
take game §h.

On January 25, 2017, Game Wardens fr¢
the across Region 3 executed a search warfl
in McDuffie County. In November, the Gam
Wardens began investigating a complaint
killing over the limit of antlered deer during
the 20162017 deer season. During t
investigation, it was also determined that t
suspectvas a convicted felon and as such
prohibited from possessing firearni3uring
the execution of the search warraatlarge
amount of marijuana with an estimated strg
value of $292,000 dollars wadsdovered.
Hidden with the illegal drugs were numeroy -
hunting rifles, shotguns, hand guns a
assault rifles.




On May 26th Region Il Department of Natural
Resources Game Wardens, assisted by Warren
County Sheriff 6 sxectédfaireste an
and sarch warrants in Warren Countylhe
warrants stemmed from a modtng investigation

of hurting alligators out of seaso8evensuspects
were arrested on numerous misdemeanor and
felony charges. Subsequently, substantial amounts
of methamphetamine and maana along with
over $25,000.00 in cash was seized. Other seizure
it ems i nclude firear ms,
explosive devices.

Cpl. Billips investigated two turkey poachin
cases that involved social media. The fi
case began when a land owrcemplained
that four jakes were killed without permissio
on his property. The land owner presente(
picture of a suspect posing with a jake on I
property that was posted on a social me(§

site. The land owner said the other suspy[} &
was a supposediénd who had betrayed himji
Cpl. Billips found the incident location ang
collected evidence from the scene. C
Billips interviewed the suspect in the picturg®
The suspect was a resident of South Carolj4
and was issued citations for nogsident 4
hunting without license, neresident hunting [}
big game without license, hunting witho
permission, and recording / reporting
requirements for game birds. The oth
suspect was arrested for hunting witho
permission and three counts of recording
reporting equirements for game birds.




Cpl . Billipsd second c alandowhemrg amanonymbustipa ¢ o
to the Ranger Hotline. The complaints were about a suspect killing over the limit of wild
turkeys and hunting without permission. Cpl. Billips spoke wiindownemwho provided
pictures the suspect posted to social media. RFC Bdhmmerman received the
anonymous tip and spoke to the complainant who provided the same and additional pictures
the suspect posted to soci al medi a. Cpl
RFC Timmerman obtained search warrants for theesasp 6 s s oci al medi a
Billips and RFC Timmerman enlisted the IT

skills of RFC Richard Tanner to interpret t

data from the suspe:¢

RFC Tanner was able to reveal each disti

gobbler the suspect posted and the G

location of each kill. Cpl. Billips interviewed

several witnesses and apprehended -

suspect turkey hunting without permission @ ‘

the | an do wpreperfy.s The Gamelis

Wardenso6 coll aborat

arrest of the suspect and his brother

huning without permission (3 counts

recording/reporting requirements for ga : : T

birds (4 counts), taking over the season Q — N

limit (4 counts), hunting after obtaining bal ‘ == S

limit (5 counts), making false statements [ , ~ ”;’_* ,

obtain license, and hunting without hunte ——
safety certification.

Spartan Cameras

Over the past year, Region lll (east central) has used 11 Spartan Cameras to apprehend fish
and wildlife law violators in excess of 120 violatioiiie violations include fishing
without permission, hunting withogtermission, illegal trapping, hunting big game over

bait, and fishing with illegal baskets. A photo of a violator illegally hunting alligator out of
season resulted in an arrest involving methamphetamine, marijuana, 15 stolen firearms, a
dozen vehicles ahthe seizure of $26,000 in cash.

Cpl. Worth Shooting

On April 1, Cpl. Derrell Worth and Sgt. Matt Garthright were checking a turkey hunter
who was hunting over baitWhile Cpl. Worth was speaking with the hunter, another hunter
shot at what he thougkas a turkey, striking both Cpl. Worth and the other hunter. The
shooter was detained, and both Cpl. Worth and the other victim were transported to a
nearby hospital for evaluation. Fortunately, the injuries sustained were not life threatening.




Region IV - Macon (West Central)

Front Row L-R: K-9 Drake, RFC Keith Page, Sgt. Brent Railey, Sgt. Tim Kendrick, Sgt. Tony Fox, Sgt. Wanda Roberts,
Captain Bob Lynn, Sgt. Jim Bradfield, Sgt. Bo Kelly, Cpl. Jeremy Bolen, K9 Ruger

Middle Row L-R: RFC Niki Spencer, Cpl. Keith Waddell, Cpl. Tony Wynne, RFC Kevin Godbee, RFC Russell Epps, RFC
Ronnie Beard, Cpl. Mitch Oliver, RFC Jeremy Reese, Chaplain Brandon Brooks

Back Row L-R: Cpl. Travis Sweat, Cpl. Josh Swain, Ranger Matt Johnson, RFC David Fisher, CpRobert Stillwell, RFC
Freddie Hays, Cpl. Lynn Stanford

Not pictured: Cpl. Wil Smith, Chaplain Rick Lanford, Chaplain Chaplain Marc Crandlemire, Chaplain Joel Vinson

Inset: BOG Stephannie Stinson, Partime Secretary Jami Tripp

Sergeant Br adniti el dés Wor k

X
‘ - SergeandfimBr adf i el d 6 ssoffHarestMuscogees o n s |
: Talbot, Taylor, Crawford, Bibb, and Peach Counti€bhe

Game Wardens in this work urpatrol Lake Harding, Lake
Oliver, Goat Rock, and Lake Tobesofkeéong with several
miles of the ChattahoocheeOcmulgee,and Flint Rivers.
Several state owned properties are also located within the work
secton including seven Wildlife Management Areas, one
Public Fishing Area, and on8tate Park.Game Wardens
assigned to this work unit are Cpl. kfit Oliver, Cpl. Jeremy
Bolen and K9 Ruger, Cpl. Josh Swain, RFC David Fisher, and
Ranger Ethan Franklin.




Corporal Jeremy Bolenalong with his K9 partner
Ruger was called on throughout the pagtar to
participate in many detailswhether it wasvorking a
hunting complaint and utilizing Ruger to search for
evidence or performing a-B demonstration at a local
school, the pair logged many hours together in the field.

Cpl. Bolen was also called on numerous times this past
year to perform as member of the departments honor
guard. Cpl. Bolen is also a firearms instructor and
4« assisted with region firearms qualifications as well as
{ the recently graduated Advanced Game Warden
Academy.

Cpl. Bolen had several quality cases this past
involving illegal hunting and fishing.In July of
2016, Cpl. Bolen checked a local reservoir
Talbot County and found a fisherman to be ove
daily creel limit of CrappieCpl. Bolen confiscate
the fish and issued a citation for the violation.

Cpl. Bolen with the assistance of Corporal Mitch Oliver and Sergeant Jim Bradfield
worked an ongoing investigation in November of 2016 involving a convicted felon hunting
with a firearm. Cpl. Bolendd received information that the hunter was hunting property

in close proximity to his house and was being dropped off by his @Gyfie.Bolen located
threedeer at a local deer processor that the hunter had killed and the deer had been recorded
onthehuher ds | i cense as bEe mgter kecdme andre that then a
Game Wardens were in the area searching f
it appear that he was there doing yardwork. Cpl. Bolen interviewetuher, which
evertually resulted in the subject admitting that he had been hunting that mornmg. Th
subject also told the officewhere they could locate Hisearm, whichwas in the backyard

of the residence covered with leaves. The hunter as subsequently arrgstsddssion of

a firearm by a convicted felon and hunting deer without wearing fluorescent orange.
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In March of 2017, Cpl. Bolen received a
complaint of someone killing multiple deer at
night in Talbot County. The investigation
gained traction in April whe the complaant
called back and provided threames that may
have been involved in the incider@pl. Bolen
and Cpl . Ol'iver went
residence and learned that Al®ng with one of
the other suspectsvasfishing on neighboring
property. The Game Wardens proceeded to
locate the fishermen and after interviewing the
2 subjects, had full confessions and the correct
name of the '8 suspect. Tie offices later
interviewed the8" subject at his residence and
received a confession as wehll three men
were charged with hunting deer at night and
were issued written warnings for the other
violations for their cooperation.

Corporal Josh Swain is one of the region sonar opers B |
and attended weeklongsonar training session this pa§ DISASTER RESPONSp:
year. With his vast knowledge of the sonar equipmd GEORGIA

and computers, Cpl. Swain was tasked with installing == LAW ENFORCEMENT DIVISION
new sonar software on all the states sonar computers. e -
Swain travelled out of the section several times to as
other regions with searctgrfor drowning victims.

Corporal Mitch Oliver is a defensive tactics instructor and spent several weeks at the state
training center in Forsyth recertifying and teaching at the Advanced Game Warden
Academy. Cpl . Ol i ver ¢ o mpgficatian ¢raining dardier tHie p a r t
year along with other Game Wardens from around the Eale Oliver also traveled to

Florida this past January where he served as an Instatdtoe National Hunting Incident
Investigation Academy.

During the past deeeason, Cpl. Oliver worked numerous complaints in Harris and Taylor
Counties.One incident in Taylor County involved a deputy catching a subject returning to
get a deer he had killed from the road earlier in the evening. Cpl. Oliver was called and
askedto come to the county jail to charge the subj€gi. Oliver questioned the suspect
when he arrived and learned that there was another subject in the vehicle when the deer
was killed. The second suspect was contacted and asked to meet the officailatifier]
interviewing the 2¢subject, both individuals were charged with hunting from a public road
and hunting from a motor vehicle.




In another case that Cpl. Oliver investigated in Taylor County, both the subjects from the
abovementionedcase were suspects agai@n November 18, Cpl. Oliver learned that

the 2 subjects had killed 3 deer on NovembémBad 4" and took them to a local deer
cooler. Cpl. Oliver searched the license database and learned that only one of the suspects
had avalid hunting license and it was purchased on NoventhéFtte records also showed

that the deer were recorded by the hunter on 'then8 4", prior to the hunter purchasing

his license. Cpl. Oliver located the subjects and conducted interviews. Buolijects
admitted to killing the deer and admitted to not having valid hunting license at the time.
Both men were charged with hunting without a license and hunting without a big game
license.

SergeantRaileyd s Wor k Uni t

Sgt . Brent R a icdnssts ok Heawdy Mrkup, u n i t
Coweta, Meriwether, Fayette, Clayton, Henry, Spalding, and

Pike Counties. Game Wardens in this unit patrol West Point
Lake and several miles of the Chattahoochee River. Sgt.
Rail eyds work wunit al so ofpatro
Wildlife Management areas.

This year, Sgt. Railey and his sta|
were very fortunate to receive a ne
boathouse on West Point Lake. T
was amuchneededaddition to this {
work unit and allows for securqg
storage of all DNR Law EnforcemerfSs

vessels and equipment and also allo o T

for a faster response to emergencies

the lake. Game Wardens assigned - £
this work unit are Cpl. Keith Waddel : 480 SNSRI

Cpl. Travis Sweat, RFC Kevin =y = %f&,
Godbee, RFC Russell Epps, a ===
Ranger Charles Follin.




In May of 2017 Cpl. Keith Waddell found two subjects using illegal turtle baskets in the
Flint River. Cpl. Waddell confiscated more than 50 illegal turtle baskets and several dozen

turtles taken illegally.

In May of 2017, Cpl. Keith Waddell and Sgt. Brent Railey investigated a person suspected
of possessing Gabon Vipers at his residence. These reptiles are illegal to possess in Georgia
without a permit and are one of the mo ' : /
venonous snakes in the world. Game Warde

along with the assistance of a reptile exp

confiscated the snakes. Charges are pending

completion of the investigation.

In the summer and fall of 201RFC Kevin Godbee investigated a group of people wh
were posting illegal activity on social mediahe illegal activity included illegal trapping,
hunting out of season, hunting from a public roadway, hunting from a motor vehicle and
other illegal activitiesThis caseinvolved multiple people in multigl locations over an
extended period of timeRFC Godbee determined was able to later identify the subjects
and secured search warrants for their residence and compuibes.investigation is
ongoing and charges are pending completion of the investigation




Cpl. Travis Sveat and Sgt. Brent Railey instruct@dbasic DNR laws and respse course

at the ammw&lerioMam ali ni ng conference spons
Office. The course was designed to educate police officers, deiperyfs and others in

the law enforcement community about how to respond to common DNR type calls they
will receive through 911 systems. It also educated them on how the game and fish laws are
written and how they can assistaascene until a DNR LED @&z Wardercan arrive.

SergeantFoxd6 s Wor k Uni t

Sgt . Tony Foxb6s work wunit cons
Monroe, and Upson Counties. In this work unit, Game Wardens
patrol Lake Jackson, Lake Jullietteligh Falls Lake, Indian

Springs Lake, and several miles of the Ocmulgee and Flint
Rivers. Additionally, this unit also patrols several thousand acres

of Wildlife Management areas and two large State Parks.

During this yeaeived &Smpw patroFtmat that is assigned to @ame
Warden Jessica Spencer and will be used on Lake Jackson for Boating Safety patrols as
well as Search and Rescue calls. Also, this work unit received a new boat house which
replaced an aging existing facilithat was donated to DNR many years ago by Georgia
Power. Assigned to this work unit are Game Wardens Cpl. Tony Wynne, Cpl. Will Smith,
RFC Keith Page and R Rio, RFC Jessica Spencer, RFC Freddie Hays, RFC Jeremy
Reese, and Ranger Ken Lalumiere.




In October 2016, RFC Jeremy Reese transfe|rr
County) to Sgt. Foxbés work wunit. He i s nojw
November, Ken Lalumiere transferred from the Parks and Historic Sites Division to the

Law Enforcement Division; he is assigned to Indian Springs State Park / Butts County.

In November 2016, RFC Jessica Spencer completed the NASBLA Advanced Boat
Accident Investigations course held in Havana, Florida. RFC Jeremy Reese completed the
Hunting Incident Investigations Academy, also held in Havana, Florida in January 2017.
Cpl. Will Smith completed the first two blocks of instruction of the Professional
Management Program offered at Columbus State University.

This past spring Region IV welcoméd newest K9

me mber , A Ri odesenadreti;ementoh e (I
RFC Keith Pagedo® vVvidraikam. p 4 Kt
9 Drake served Region IV and the Law Enforcement

Division from August 2006 until hisetirement in

January of 2017.Rio and Page compkst the

intensive 12week K-9 training course held at the

Georgia Public Safety Training
Center in June.

: & Game Warden Page and%
Game Warden Page anc Rio working hard during thé
K-9 Drake 12-week training course fo

DNR K-9s

This past year Game Wardens r
responded to 21 Search and Rescue events, primarily on

and around the Ocmulgee and Flint Rivers, involving the

recovery of 54 individuals. Wardens traveled 4,400

miles and expeded 465hours during these operations.

T8 Additionally, wardens investigated two fatal hunting

incidents, one fatal boating incident, and four
drownings, one of which occurred on High Falls State

Park.




