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Karen Hays 
Chuck Mueller 
Laura Williams 
Sydney Brogden 
Jim Cooley  
Jason Metzger 
Sarah Vesser 
Erin Ruoff 
Shannon Alexander 
 

 The August 22, 2018 meeting of the Land Committee was called to order by Chairman 
Aaron WcWhorter.   
 

Chairman McWhorter called on Dwight Davis, Chairman of the Land Committee, who 
called on Steve Friedman, Chief of the Real Estate. 
 
 Mr. Friedman stated Items A, B and C would be presented together. He stated all 
properties were Canoochee Sandhill properties in Bulloch County.   
 

Item A was the acquisition of 1,318.9± acres of real property, Canoochee Sandhills, 
Warnell Timber and Land, L.P. Tract in Bulloch County. Mr. Friedman added that this land will 
become part of a new Wildlife Management Area and that it is important for the conservation 
of the gopher tortoise and eastern indigo snake, as well as other unique species.  
 
 Mr. Friedman stated that Item B was the acquisition of 695.5± acres of real property, 
Canoochee Sandhills, D.B. Warnell Estate Tract in Bulloch County. Mr. Friedman went on to 
state that this was another property that will become part of a new Wildlife Management Area 
and reiterated the importance of the area for the conservation of the gopher tortoise and 
eastern indigo snake, along with other unique species. 
 

Mr. Friedman stated that Item C was the acquisition of 670.2± acres of real property, 
Canoochee Sandhills, Bunce Tract in Bulloch County. Mr. Friedman further stated that this was 
another property that will become part of a new Wildlife Management Area and reiterated the 
importance of the area for the conservation of the gopher tortoise and eastern indigo snake, 
along with other unique species. 

 
A motion was made by Mr. Phelps, seconded by Mr. Stewart, and carried unanimously 

that the committee recommend the Board adopt:  the resolution to authorize the 
Commissioner to seek State Properties Commissioner approval to acquire (purchase) 1,318.9± 
acres of real property, Canoochee Sandhills, Warnell Timber and Land, L.P. Tract, Bulloch 
County, as presented; the resolution to authorize the Commissioner to seek State Properties 
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Commissioner approval to acquire (purchase) 695.5± acres of real property, Canoochee 
Sandhills, D.B. Warnell Estate Tract, Bulloch County, as presented; the resolution to authorize 
the Commissioner to seek State Properties Commissioner approval to acquire (purchase) 
670.2± acres of real property, Canoochee Sandhills, Bunce Tract, Bulloch County, as presented. 
 
 Mr. Friedman stated that Item D was the acquisition of 10.04± acres of real property, 
F.D. Roosevelt State Park, Pine Mountain Trail Association, Inc. Tract, Harris County. Mr. 
Friedman added that this property is an important holding for the F.D. Roosevelt State Park and 
is a prime spot for development since it is close to a large park camping area and recreation 
lake. He went on to state that the Department will acquire the property with State funds after 
seeking acquisition approval from the State Properties Commission in September of 2018. 
 
 A motion was made by Mr. Evans, seconded by Mr. Leebern, and carried unanimously 
that the committee recommend the Board adopt the resolution to authorize the Commissioner 
to seek State Properties Commissioner approval to acquire (purchase) 10.04± acres of real 
property, F.D. Roosevelt State Park, Pine Mountain Trail Association, Inc. Tract, Harris County, 
as presented. 
  
 Mr. Friedman stated that Item E was the request of a change of use of a Heritage 
Preserve to widen SR 52 ALT up from 0.194± acres at Town Branch, Chief Vann House Historic 
Site, Murray County. Mr. Friedman added that a public hearing to discuss a petition from the 
Georgia Department of Transportation for a change of use over a portion of the CVHHS to allow 
the widening of SR 52 ALT was held on May 31, 2018 and chaired by Board member Dee Yancey 
at the Old Spring Place Methodist Church. Mr. Friedman went on to state that local citizens 
attended the meeting and that most public comments focused on the impact the GDOT project 
will have on the local community or general upkeep of CVHHS and not the Heritage Preserve 
change of use. Mr. Friedman then stated that the Board will vote to approve the granting of the 
revocable license agreement and a permanent easement to GDOT in a separate Board package, 
and that the legislation required for the change of use will be carried by GDOT and presented to 
the General Assembly in 2019.  
 
 A motion was made by Mr. Stewart, seconded by Mr. Davis, and carried unanimously 
that the committee recommend the Board adopt the resolution to authorize the Commissioner 
to seek State Properties Commissioner approval of a Change of Use of a Heritage Preserve to 
widen SR 52 ALT up to 0.194± acres at Town Branch, Chief Vann House Historic Site, Murray 
County, as presented.  
 
 Mr. Friedman stated that Item F was the granting of a revocable license agreement and 
permanent easement of up to 0.5± acres by the State Properties Commission and General 
Assembly to the Georgia Department of Transportation, Chief Vann House Historic Site in 
Murray County. Mr. Friedman added that since this will be of benefit to the public and increase 
overall safety, the Department recommends they be granted to GDOT at no cost. 
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 A motion was made by Mr. Stewart, seconded by Mr. Phelps, and carried unanimously 
that the committee recommend the Board adopt the resolution to authorize the Commissioner 
to seek State Properties Commissioner approval of the Granting of a Revocable License 
Agreement and Permanent Easement of up to 0.5± acres by the State Properties Commission 
and General Assembly to the Georgia Department of Transportation, Chief Vann House Historic 
Site, Murray County, as presented.  
 
 Mr. Friedman stated that Item G was the granting of a revocable license agreement and 
permanent easement of up to 0.25± acres by the State Properties Commission and General 
Assembly to the Georgia Public Telecommunications Commission (GPTC), F.D. Roosevelt State 
Park, Meriwether County. Mr. Friedman went on to state that this easement requires a 
revocable license agreement be issued by the State Properties Commission and a permanent 
easement to be granted by the General Assembly. Since the revocable license agreement and 
the permanent easement will benefit public safety, the Department recommends they be 
granted to GPTC at no cost.  
  
 A motion was made by Mr. Bagwell, seconded by Mr. Stewart, and carried unanimously 
that the committee recommend the Board adopt the resolution to authorize the Commissioner 
to seek State Properties Commissioner approval of the Granting of a Revocable License 
Agreement and Permanent Easement of up to 0.25± acres by the State Properties Commission 
and General Assembly to the Georgia Public Telecommunications Commission, F.D. Roosevelt 
State Park, Meriwether County, as presented.  
 
 Mr. Friedman provided a briefing on a change of use of a Heritage preserve for up to 6± 
acres to widen SR 25/US 17 and SR 99, Hofwyl-Broadfield Plantation Historic Site in Glenn 
County. Mr. Friedman stated that the Georgia Department of Transportation submitted a letter 
of petition requesting change of use of Heritage Preserve designated property as required 
under Chapter 391-1-8. He went on to state that GDOT has plans to widen the SR 25/US 17 
corridor and to install a roundabout at the intersection of SR 25/US 17 and SR 99. Mr. Friedman 
then stated that the petition is for a revocable license and a permanent easement over 6± acres 
to improve traffic flow and public safety. Mr. Friedman added that GDOT will implement a 
number of erosion-control and remediation measures to minimize the impact of the project on 
the heritage preserve during and after construction. Following construction, these erosion-
control materials will be removed and the area will be graded and grassed to return the land to 
an acceptable condition. Mr. Friedman closed by stating that the Department will hold a public 
hearing in late September or early October 2018 as required, giving the Board and public at 
least 30 days’ notice, and will bring the matter back to the Board for final approval in late 2018.  
 
 There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.  


